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Madame Chair, Members of the Committee, 
On the occasion of the 83rd session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, UNHCR is pleased to say a few words on the state of children’s rights in the context of displacement and statelessness. 
As we enter 2020, the situation for displaced and stateless children shows little improvement on previous years. The sheer numbers of children fleeing violence and persecution, which continue to increase year on year, is cause enough for concern. Around 1 in 80 of the world’s children is living in forced displacement – an estimated 30 million children[footnoteRef:1].  With a stateless child being born somewhere in the world at least every 10 minutes, this is a problem that is also growing. [footnoteRef:2]  [1:  UNHCR, UNICEF, et al, A call to action: Protecting children on the move starts with better data, February 2018, available at: https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Migration_advocacy_brief.pdf. ]  [2:  UNHCR, I Am Here, I Belong: The urgent need to end child statelessness, 3 November 2015, available at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/563368b34.html ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Refugee, displaced and stateless children regularly and repeatedly experience violence and exploitation, and this phenomenon has continued unabated. In 2018, over 100 countries where known to detain children in immigration detention[footnoteRef:3].   Children are also the targets of violence and persecution in conflict, including child recruitment and sexual abuse. The top 5 refugee-producing countries all have armed forces and/or groups that are listed for grave violations of children’s rights in armed conflict by the Secretary General[footnoteRef:4]. More and more children who are forced to flee are also deprived of the protection of their parents and families. Over 138,000 asylum-seeking and refugee children were separated from their parents last year alone[footnoteRef:5], although we know this is just the tip of the iceberg.  [3:  UNHCR, UNICEF, et al, A call to action: Protecting children on the move starts with better data, February 2018, available at: https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Migration_advocacy_brief.pdf.]  [4:  United Nations, Report of the Secretary General, Children and Armed Conflict, 16 May 2018, A/72/865–S/2018/465, available at: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2018/465&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC. ]  [5:  This conservative estimate takes into account new applications, asylum seekers and refugees. UNHCR, Global Trends: Forced Displacement in 2017, June 2018, available at: https://www.unhcr.org/uk/statistics/unhcrstats/5b27be547/unhcr-global-trends-2017.html ] 


Even when they reach safety, displaced children continue to be among the most vulnerable.  Refugee children are five times more likely to be out of school than their peers.  Lack of documentation can limit access to services and lead to risks of statelessness and exploitation. Rising poverty creates difficult choices, increasing risks of child labour and child marriage. 

The CRC is a fundamental legal foundation for our work with the most vulnerable children, providing legally binding standards which apply to all children, everywhere. At the 2019 30th Anniversary of the CRC, UNHCR pledged to work with States, UN organisations and civil society to uphold and promote the principle of non-discrimination in our work with children. Too often this principle is not applied in practice.  In some countries, we see immigration polices taking precedence over and undermining the rights articulated in the CRC, and restricting refugee children’s access to liberty, safety, family unity, education and health.  Even when government policies include refugee children in national systems and services, they still face significant challenges in practice to realise their rights.  We call on all actors to join us in this effort to ensure that refugee and displaced children benefit from the same rights as other children and ask the Committee to continue highlighting the situation of refugee, IDP and stateless children.  
In the complex decision-making process for particularly vulnerable children, the Best Interests of the Child is our key reference. UNHCR has also pledged at the 30th Anniversary of the CRC to build the capacity of governments and other partners to apply the principle of the Best Interests of the Child in all decisions affecting forcibly displaced and stateless children. In 2020, UNHCR will finalise the Guidelines on Assessing and Determining the Best Interests of the Child[footnoteRef:6]. The new Guidelines emphasise the importance of national child protection systems in best interests’ procedures and ensuring that best interests’ procedures are part of a holistic process to support a child’s wellbeing. UNHCR will work with the Committee to further strengthen the application of this principle within national social welfare, judicial, immigration and asylum systems.   [6:  UNHCR Guidelines on the Assessment and Determination of the Best Interests of the Child (Best Interests Procedure (BIP) Guidelines), November 2018, available at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/5c18d7254.html, replacing both UNHCR, Guidelines on Determining the Best Interests of the Child (Best Interests Determination (BID) Guidelines), May 2008, and UNHCR, Field Handbook for the Implementation of UNHCR BID Guidelines, 2011.] 

Progress on ending immigration detention of children also remains a crucial priority for UNHCR.  UNHCR shares the Committee’s position that children should not be detained for immigration-related purposes, irrespective of their legal/migratory status or that of their parents, and that detention is never in their best interests.[footnoteRef:7] UNHCR has continued to advocate for an end to child detention and has noted improvements in legislation and policy in several States[footnoteRef:8].  Yet so much more needs to be done – UNHCR commends the Committee for its continued focus on this issue in monitoring State party implementation of the CRC.   [7:  This position has been reinforced by Joint CRC-CMW General Comment No. 23, (CMW/C/GC/4-CRC/C/GC/23), of November 2017.]  [8:  UNHCR, Beyond Detention: A Global Strategy to support governments to end the detention of asylum-seekers and refugees, 2014-19, 2014, available at https://www.unhcr.org/53aa929f6; For more details of participating States and progress updates, see https://www.unhcr.org/detention.html ] 

In December 2019, UNHCR convened the first ever Global Refugee Forum, bringing together actors from government, the private sector, civil society and international and local organisations to accelerate progress in the implementation of the Global Compact on Refugees.  Many of the key provisions for children’s rights, including the centrality of the best interests of the child, and the rights to survival and development, liberty, family unity, protection, participation and to a nationality are also at the heart of the Global Compact on Refugees (GCR)[footnoteRef:9].  The Forum resulted in a significant number of new commitments to include refugees in national systems, including education, birth registration, access to work and financial services, and provision of services such as free legal aid.  UNHCR will work with partners to ensure that refugee children remain at the heart of the implementation of the Global Compact on Refugees.   [9:  United Nations, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Part II: Global Compact on Refugees, December 2018, A/73/12 (Part II), accessible at: https://www.unhcr.org/gcr/GCR_English.pdf.] 

This progress is exciting, and – although the scale of the challenges to the rights of displaced and stateless children are great – there are many more opportunities for progress in 2020 and beyond. UNHCR would also like to applaud the work of the Committee for its focus on the rights of refugee, displaced and stateless children.  In many countries around the world, UNHCR utilises the Committee’s Concluding Observations to advocate for the rights of forcibly displaced children and has seen the positive impact of the recommendations the CRC gives to states.  UNHCR remains committed to working with the Committee to highlight key issues in specific countries in our joint effort to advance child rights. 
Thank you.

