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		Report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its nineteenth session
1.	The Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its nineteenth session online from 17 to 18 June 2021.  The five members of the Working Group attended the session (Louiza Chalal, Bandana Rana, Rhoda Reddock, Elgun Safarov and Natasha Stott Despoja). Mr. Safarov was unable to attend the session on 18 June 2021.
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group elected Ms. Rana as its Chair and Ms. Reddock as its Vice-Chair.
3.	The Working Group then adopted the agenda of its nineteenth session.
4.	The Secretariat briefed the Working Group on various issues relating to inquiries. While acknowledging the challenges related to the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on its work, the Working Group reiterated its serious concern at the lack of both human and financial resources of the Secretariat to fully support its mandate under the inquiry procedure.
4.	The Working Group continued to discuss the standard operating procedures for inquiries in order to consider adapting them to the mandate of the Working Group and reflect the recent practice of the Committee in examining information received under article 8 of the Optional Protocol.
5.	The Working Group also discussed matters in relation to inquiries Nos. 2019/1, 2017/3; 2016/1; 2014/2; 2014/3; 2012/1; and 2013/1 (South Africa). 
6.	The Working Group was informed that:  
(a)	In relation to submission No. 2020/1, following the Committee’s decision to request observations, the State party submitted its observations on 22 April 2021.
Action taken at the nineteenth session
7.	The Working Group decided to refer for adoption to the Committee the following recommendation:
(a)	In relation to submission No. 2020/1, that upon conducting a preliminary assessment of the State party’s observations and all information received, the Committee shall discontinue the proceedings because the threshold has not been met. 
8.	The Working Group decided to hold its twentieth session from 14 to 15 October 2021.
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