CERD/C/KOR/FCO/20-22
CERD/C/KOR/FCO/20-22
	
	
	CERD/C/KOR/FCO/20-22

	
	ADVANCE UNEDITED VERSION
	Distr.: General
19 May 2026

Original: English
English, French and Spanish only


Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
		Information received from Republic of Korea on follow-up to the concluding observations of its twentieth to twenty-second reports[footnoteRef:1]* [1: 	*	The present document is being issued without formal editing.] 

[Date received: 13 May 2026]


	I.	Introduction
1. The Government of the Republic of Korea would like to extend its appreciation to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) for the constructive recommendations during the consideration of Korea’s combined twentieth to twenty-second periodic reports at its one hundred fifteenth session held on 29 and 30 April 2025.
2. The Republic of Korea has been implementing the recommendations of the report through close coordination among all relevant agencies. The follow-up measures of the Government of the Republic of Korea for the past year after the adoption of the Concluding Observations, regarding the three issues for which the Committee requested information are as follows.
	II.	Follow-up information on the concluding observations (CERD/C/KOR/CO/20-22)
	A.	Information relating to paragraph 10: National human rights institution
3. In order to ensure transparency in the appointment of the members of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK), the Commission has established and operates a Candidate Recommendation Committee for the appointment of the four members of NHRCK designated by the President, including the Chairperson. (Members of this Candidate Recommendation Committee are recommended by the President, the Korean Bar Association, and the Commission itself).
4. Six amendment bills to the National Human Rights Commission Act, which include provisions for establishing a single, independent Candidate Recommendation Committee for NHRCK members, have been introduced and are currently pending in the National Assembly. Furthermore, the Government of the Republic of Korea finalized 123 National Agenda Items through a Cabinet meeting on September 16, 2025; these include an action plan under the jurisdiction of the NHRCK to institutionalize the aforementioned Candidate Recommendation Committee. The NHRCK is committed to supporting legislative discussions and engaging with the review process for the amendments.
	B.	Information relating to paragraph 16 (g): Government-facilitated mediation process to resolve the delayed construction of the Daegu mosque
5. The Government of the Republic of Korea has proactively facilitated mediation procedures involving all relevant stakeholders to resolve the delays in the construction of the Daegu mosque. In December 2025, the Office for Government Policy Coordination convened an inter-ministerial meeting, where relevant agencies conducted a thorough assessment of the limitations of local government authority and the nature of the ongoing conflict, and identified support measures at the central government level.
6. Recognizing the practical challenges in resolving the conflict at the current site, participants explored alternative options, such as securing prayer space within Kyungpook National University or relocating the mosque by utilizing nearby vacant state-owned property. However, these options remain under review due to the need for further consultations between relevant agencies and the mosque's developers. The Government of the Republic of Korea is comprehensively evaluating the practical constraints of the proposed alternatives and will continue to seek an optimal resolution through close communication with all concerned parties.
7. Regarding the response to hate speech and xenophobic expressions, the Government of the Republic of Korea maintains constant oversight of banner content to prohibit racially discriminatory or hate speech in accordance with the guidelines of the Ministry of the Interior and Safety. The Government has responded to any banners containing such expressions through administrative guidance, including requests for voluntary removal, and completed the rectification process. Currently, only four banners remain in place, with content strictly limited to calls for the protection of housing rights and safety. The Government of the Republic of Korea remains committed to strengthening its monitoring to prevent further displays of racially discriminatory banners and will take all necessary action against any violations.
	C.	Information relating to paragraph 40: Birth registration
8. Recognizing the need to accelerate the adoption of a universal birth registration system, the Government has designated the universal birth registration bill as one of the Ministry of Justice’s key legislative agendas and has distributed explanatory materials to members of the National Assembly (in the second half of 2025 and the first half of 2026) to facilitate relevant discussions.
9. Seven bills on a universal birth registration system have been introduced and are currently under discussion, pending before the National Assembly. The Government of the Republic of Korea remains fully committed to supporting the discussion process to facilitate the prompt enactment of these bills.
10. The Government of the Republic of Korea would like to reiterate that it will continue to carefully consider the Committee’s comments and recommendations to promote and protect human rights. We will cooperate with the Committee in its future endeavors to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and promote understanding among all races.
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