Recommendations_ Albania 
Article 5 Equality and non- discrimination 

Recommendation no1. Review of the Disability Assessment Scheme and complete as soon as possible the piloting of the new Assessment Scheme in accordance with the bio-psycho-social model as required by Article 10 of the Law on Inclusion and Accessibility;

Recommendation no2. Systematic monitoring of the implementation of the Law on Protection against Discrimination (including data collection on persons with disabilities), the Law on Inclusion and Accessibility and the decisions implementing it, which are essentially aimed at establishing e support decision- making;

Recommendation no3. Assessment of all disability groups, without discrimination in the formulation of legislation, with a view to assessing their needs and not assessing their belonging to specific laws;
Recommendation no.4 Reformulate outdated definition of persons with disabilities in the legal framework

Article 7 – Children with Disability

Recommendation no.1. Drafting an action plan of measures with specific timetables to implement the obligations set out in the Law on Children’s Rights and Protection, in order to guarantee the rights of children with disabilities.

Recommendation no.2. Review of legal acts in implementation of the Law on Children’s Rights and Protection, which regulate cross-institutional relations and the functioning of mechanisms for the protection of the rights of the child, in order to complement them with specific tasks and roles for institutions, part of the mechanism, in the framework of guaranteeing adequate services for the protection/management of cases of children with disabilities, according to their specific needs.

Recommendation no.3. Establishment of an integrated statistical system of data at national level for children with disabilities, reflecting into it data for children with disabilities, (by type of disability, age group, place of residence, needs for social - health services, rehabilitation services). This system will effectively contribute to the design and implementation of policies at the national and local level with the aim to provide appropriate services for children with disabilities, according to their specific needs.

Recommendation no.4. Develop a plan of measures with timetables for the establishment of accessible social and health services for children with disabilities across the country, according to their needs and budgeting planning for the full subsidy of these services, in cases when families, because of economic reasons, can not afford the cost of the services that the child needs.

Recommendation no.5. Planning for the establishment of counseling support services for parents of children with disabilities.
Recommendation no.6. Completion of a standardized system for early identification, with disability indicators.

Article 12 Equal recognition before law

Recommendation no1. Drafting a plan of measures for the repeal of legislation allowing legal custody;

Recommendation no2. Immediate adoption of the Decision of the Council of Ministers on the supported decision-making provided for in the Law on Inclusion and Accessibility;

Recommendation no3. Amending/abolishing the Law on Inclusion and Accessibility, in the parts that which do not comply with the CRPD. The law still uses the term"the highest interest of the person in need of support";
Recommendation no4. Increasing the knowledge and awareness of institutions, especially those related to equality before the law, Article 12 of the CRPD.
Article 13: Access to Justice

Recommendation no.1: Defining and setting up the ‘Institution in Charge’ for defining the forms/elements of “procedural accommodations” and the parallel review of the Albanian legal framework, including the administrative, civil and criminal justice legal framework, with a view to explicitly incorporate the obligation to ensuring “procedural accommodations” in all stages and legal proceedings. 

Recommendation no.2: Review and improve the legislation regarding the criminal principle of ‘no criminal liability due to mental state’ as well as the elimination of security measures involving compulsory medical or psychiatric treatment in relevant institutions.

Recommendation no.3: Action should be taken to plan, deliver and disseminate compulsory and regular training programs on CRPD standards (Article 12-13), for the administration employees and those of the justice system, including police officers, administration and professionals working as public defenders, providing legal assistance or exercise similar professions, and in particular the body of judges, prosecutors, mediators or lawyers. 
Article 6 Women with Disabilities
Recommendation no1. State should review and improve legal frame work, including Law on protection against discrimination and Law on Inclusion and accessibility with specific legal provisions on the multiple and intersectional discrimination faced by women and girls with disabilities;
Recommendation no2. The state should create a system of statistics for girls and women with disabilities, to be valid and operational when data on population / girls and women are collected in each sector as well as when collecting and analyzing specific data on disability;

Recommendation no3. Government should ensure that all institutions providing services to victims of domestic violence at central, regional and local level should design, submit to the responsible authority (see respective DCM No.1074, date 3.12.2015)) and implement a plan with concrete measures and budgets to eliminate barriers  in the environment, information and communication for girls and women victims of violence, including women with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities; Institutions responsible for monitoring should report and take measures and penalties for failure of institutions to implement this plan;

Recommendation no.4.  State should take specific measure on capacity building and empowerment of young girls and women with disabilities; 

Recommendation no.5.  State should review and complete  existing strategies and policy documents including the Strategy on Gender Equality 2016-2020 and the National Action Plan for People with Disabilities 2016-2020,  relevant and explicit references and obligations regarding the rights of women and girls with disabilities), and report on the results achieved in each of the provisions/ measures foreseen; 

Recommendation no 6. State should take and report on the concrete measures taken to implement the recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW/C/ALB/CO/4, para. 39), insofar as they pertain to women and girls with disabilities.

Article 24 Education

Recommendation no1. The Government, at the initiative of the Ministry of Education and Science is recommended to revise Law 69/2012 on APU in relation to special education (remove their presence in the law), moving towards the realization of the principle of inclusive education and turning special schools into resource centers, issuing guidelines for the education of every child;

Recommendation no2. MES is recommended to initiate the review process of the Law on Higher Education on how to achieve university education of people with disabilities, regardless of diagnosis;
Recommendation no3. Increase the capacities of the Multidisciplinary Assessment Commissions and establish at each Regional Education Office of such commissions to assess the educational needs of each student with a disability and learning disabilities. Training of all teachers and professionals in education, on the disability assessment according to ICF-YC;
Recommendation no4. Raise awareness and increase teachers 'capacities in inclusive education through planning of further qualifications and further training for all teachers and to also monitor standards for assessment of teachers' achievements in inclusive education;
Recommendation no5. Prognosis of budgets for students, once a student starts school, in order to ensure reasonable accommodation, accessibility, didactic materials, and educational assistance;
Recommendation no6. Monitor the enrollment of children in schools, so as not to deny access and enrollment to children, by completing the electronic register that MES has set up for children with disabilities;

Recommendation no7. The MES should influence Universities to include as many programs/modules as possible in terms for assistant teachers due to considerable lack of them in Albania. 
Article 25. The Health Care

Recomandation no 1. Government should take all the necessary measures to implement  policies and programmes that aims to operationalize in practice its obligations for early identification and intervention, especially for children in rural areas.

Recomandation no.2. Government should take all the measures in order to ensure access of persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with disabilities, to comprehensive health-care services, including concerning sexual and reproductive health and rights, on an equal basis with others. 

Recomandation no.3. Government should adopt and implement all the neccessary legal measures in order  to ensure that the right to assistive devices and medical aids is ensured.

Article 26. Habilitation and Rehabilitation

Recommendation no. 1.  Government should review the National Action Plan for People with Disabilities ( 2016-2020) in order to ensure the implementation of measures defined on it, regarding the establishment of rehabilitation centers for people with disabilities at local level.

Recommendation no. 2. Ministry of Health and Social Protection should review the standards of the services provision in mental health centers and supportive houses in order to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities. If the existing standards do not provide disability-specific indicators, it is necessary to develop a plan in order to adapt them in order to guarantee that the services offered in these institutions are accessible for persons with disabilities and fully guarantee the rights of these individuals.

Recommendation no.3. Governmnet should develop a plan of measures to provide assistive technology for all categories of people with disabilities.

Article 27: Work and Employment

Recommendation no.1: Implementation of the new law adopted “On employment promotion” no. 15/2019 in terms of drafting and approving sub legal acts on implementation in practice the quota system and making functional the “Social fund”. 
Recommendation no.2: Implementation for the adoption of a nationally standardized instrument to assess the needs of jobseekers with disability, aiming to conducting an in-depth individual assessment that will serve as an orientation in finding a job or vocational training, as well as for employed with disabilities, in assessing the  reasonable accommodation in the workplace.
Recommendation no.3: Develop and approve appropriate curricula for people with disabilities in accordance with specific needs and complete geographical coverage of public providers of vocational training in order to provide the necessary vocational training for all persons with disabilities in Albania.
Article 29 Participation in political and public life

Recommendation no.1 The Government should ensure by law and in practice the right to vote for voters with disabilities, including those with intellectual, psychosocial and those who are unable to move from home;

Recommendation no. 2. The Government should undertake and report on annual bases on concrete actions toward elimination of the barriers to information and in terms of the real involvement and participation in public consultation and decision-making processes and positions for all categories of persons with disabilities.
Article 28 Adequate Standard of Living and Social Protection 

Recomandation no.1. Government should implement the National Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities, 2016-2020, in the domain of Social Care.

Recomandation no.2. Goverment should plan to establish case management structures for the person wih disability at the local level.

Recomandation no.3. Governmen has to take  all the measures in the provision of community social services, for all age groups and for all disability categories.
Recommendation no.4. Establishment of supporting structures towards autonomy and independent living for individuals over 13 years old, in order to enable them preparing for life and work skills.

Recommendation no.5. Establishment of an effective monitoring system for social services’ providers (private and public ones) 

Recommendation no.6. Building the “Disability Service Provision Map” at national level and make it accessible to the public.

Recommendation no.7. Compilation of a referral system for intellectual disability that works among health system and service provision system.

Recommendation no.8. Develop and establish a protocol for early identification of intellectual disabilities (development delays and learning disabilities) as a job description for all the consultant physicians and family physicians and establish a relationship between the Consultant and early intervention services in local level.

Recommendation no.9. Ensuring capacity building/ Increasing awareness among employees of public administration on disability and especially on intellectual disability. 

Article 31 Statistics and data collection

Recomandation no.1. Government should take all the measures for the collection of administrative data according to a well-defined system, which provides integrated, reliable and correlated data between institutions (social protection, health, education, labour etc).

Recomandation no.2. Government should create mechanism to collect data on disability, for children and adults, from the Population and Housing Census, 2020, considering utilizing the Washington Group Set of Questions on Disability.

