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This addendum supplements the Parallel Report on Greece’s compliance with the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination submitted on 13 July 2016 by the same NGOs.
  It contains new and important information that became available after the submission of the Parallel Report. It is submitted to the United Nations’ Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) for the review of Greece during its 90th Session, on 3 and 4 August 2016.

1. New amnesty for racist crimes

In the end of July 2016, the Parliament debated on a large bill of the Ministry of Justice which included an amnesty for all crimes for which the maximum sentence is a two-year imprisonment.
 This included crimes punished by the anti-racist Law 927/1979 and committed before its amendment on 10 September 2014. Hence, scores of charges for such cases that had been investigated by the specialized police units or included in Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) complaints will be dropped by the prosecutors or the courts. It is important to note that scores of crimes punishable with up to two years in prison were explicitly exempted from the amnesty (including all crimes with racist motivation under 81A), but crimes punished by Law 927/1979 were not exempted from that amnesty, even though GHM had brought the matter to the attention of the Ministry of Justice!   

The most characteristic result is the amnesty given to Golden Dawn’s candidate Alexandros Plomaritis who on 16 September 2014 was convicted at first instance to a one-year suspended sentence for inciting racist violence: his trial on appeal is pending and will now lead to the dropping of the charges. Plomaritis had been caught on camera for a Channel 4 documentary, broadcast in 2013, saying during the 2012 pre-election campaign: “We are ready to open the ovens. We will turn them into soap but we may get a rash... We will make lamps from their skin…If they’re dark we’ll lighten them... we’ll whiten them with kicks,” while looking on as a Pakistani man pushes a shopping trolley filled with scrap metal in a center Athens square.

2.  Empty promises for the abolition of blasphemy articles
Following the 4 July 2016 “End Blasphemy Laws in Greece” submission to CERD,

 and the related material in the 13 July 2016 Parallel Report of our NGOs, the Ministry of Justice published on 21 July 2016 the following press release (translated in English by our NGOs):

“Alongside efforts to address racism and hate speech, the State must take steps to fully guarantee freedom of expression. The Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights announces that the decriminalization of blasphemy has been referred to the Legislative Committee for the revision of the Penal Code. This position will be articulated in the near future during our country’s examination by the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (August 3-4 in Geneva). Under Greek Criminal Law, [imposition of] a penalty requires the execution of an act, the definition of the latter containing a weighing of its empirical-provable results.  However, in the case of blasphemy, there is a complete lack of harmful consequences of the act provable before a court. Therefore, there the concept of a crime is indiscernible.”
We would like CERD to take into consideration that the abolition of those articles if indeed the government’s commitment was genuine required a one-sentence amendment: “Articles 198 and 199 of the Criminal Code are abolished.” It could have been included in the extensive bill discussed in Parliament in the end of July 2016 which inter alia provided amnesty for racist crimes (see above) and a large number of amendments to various articles of various legal codes. The declaration of two socialist-affiliated opposition parties that they would support it would have guaranteed wide support. The fact therefore that the one-phrase abolition of the blasphemy articles was not included but was referred to some vague future revision of the Criminal Code simply means that the government does not intend to abolish them but, under pressure by UN bodies and the End Blasphemy Laws Campaign makes such declaratory statements to appease first the HRCttee, then the HR Council and now CERD.
3.  Negative opinions about Roma, Muslims and Jews in Greece and other European countries  

In mid-July 2016, Pew Research Center published the results of a European survey showing “sharp ideological divides across EU on views about minorities, diversity and national identity.” 
 The following diagram illustrates very well in a summary how Greek public opinion is among the most racist in Europe concerning Roma and Muslims, and by far the most racist towards the Jews.
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It is noteworthy that, in December 2014, GHM published a list of 45 desecrations of Jewish monuments in Greece between 2000 and 2014 for which there has never been reported any conviction for racist attacks even in the rare cases when initial arrests were made.
 The GHM publication followed the publication of the results of a global ADL survey on anti-Semitism which showed that 69% of Greeks harbor anti-Semitic views, by far the highest percentage in European countries.
  
4. FUEN resolution on the situation of the Turkish community in Rhodes and Kos 

In mid-July 2016, the Federal Union of European Nationalities (FUEN) published the following resolution adopted by its May 2016 Congress. CERD is strongly requested to expressly include the Turkish (“Muslim”) minority in Rhodes and Kos in their recommendations, emphasizing that the fact that it is not covered by the Treaty of Lausanne cannot be invoked by Greek authorities to deny its members of at least the rights granted to the Turkish (“Muslim”) minority of Thrace.
RESOLUTION 2016-07

Resolution on the situation of the Turkish community in Rhodes and Kos

submitted by the Rhodes, Kos and the Dodecanese Turks Culture and Solidarity Association
At the Assembly of Delegates in Wrocław / Breslau, on 21 May 2016, the Delegates of the Member Organisations of the Federal Union of European Nationalities adopted the following resolution: 

In view of the fact that, along with the Turkish minority in Western Thrace, in Greece, there is also a Turkish minority of 6,000 people living in the Dodecanese, based mainly in Rhodes and Kos; 

Taking into consideration that the Greek authorities do not recognise the minority rights of the Turkish community in Rhodes and Kos on grounds that they were under Italian rule when the Lausanne Peace Treaty was signed in 1923; 

Bearing in mind that the ethnic identity of the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos is denied by Greece, which calls the minority as «Greek Muslims» and that the Greek authorities also interfere with the right of the Turkish minority to freedom of assembly and association by not registering the associations which bear the word «Turk/Turkish» in their titles; 

Noting that the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos cannot enjoy the right to learn their mother tongue since 3 bilingual schools, including the «Suleymaniye Madrasa» in Rhodes and 2 bilingual schools in Kos were closed down in 1972 by the Greek authorities; 

Taking into consideration that the children of the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos, who are identified as «Greek Muslims» by the authorities are paradoxically not given the option to have classes on Islam at schools although they are exempted from the classes on Christianity; 

Given that the right of the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos to enjoy freedom of religion remains limited and their right to choose their religious preachers is denied; 

Due to the fact that the Greek Government supervises the administration of waqfs (foundations) belonging to the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos since 1967; with many waqf properties being managed by an administrator assigned by Greek authorities/waqf properties being sold despite the fact that it is forbidden to sell the waqf properties; 

Recognizing the need for the Greek authorities to take further measures to ensure that their historical monuments/mosques are protected and renovated to their original state; 

Emphasising that some 60 thousand members of the Turkish minority in Greece, including those living in the Dodecanese, were stripped of their Greek nationality and accordingly of their EU citizenship under Article 19 of the Greek Citizenship Code, and that the repeal of this article in 1998, which had applied only to Greek nationals of non-Greek ethnic origin, did not pave the way for those who lost their nationality to automatically regain their citizenship; 

Given the fact that that the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos occasionally becomes the target of hate speech, and is subject to increasing pressure by authorities when they engage in efforts to protect their culture and identity; 

The Assembly invites the Greek authorities to: 

1. Fulfil its responsibilities in the field of human rights as a member of the European Union, as stated in its Constitution and in line with international conventions such as the European Convention on Human Rights and other human rights documents; 

2. Acknowledge the right of the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos to express their ethnic identity and the right of freedom of assembly and association and take necessary measures to protect their ethnic identity, culture and religion; 

3. Provide the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos with the right to education in their mother-tongue, by allowing the opening of bilingual private schools in Turkish and Greek as well as the re-opening of the «Suleymaniye Madrasa»; 

4. Respect the religious autonomy of the Turkish minority in Greece in Rhodes and Kos and acknowledge their right to choose their religious preachers; 

5. Allow the members of the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos to elect the boards of their waqfs and ensure their full control and supervision over their waqfs/waqf properties; 

6. Take the relevant steps to protect and renovate their cultural heritage and monuments; 

7. Restore the Greek citizenship of the members of the Turkish minority in Greece, including those in the Dodecanese, who had been stripped of their Greek citizenship under the now-repealed Article 19 of the Greek Nationality Code; 

8. Engage in dialogue with the representatives of the Turkish minority in Rhodes and Kos to settle their long-standing problems.
5.  State authorities admit Roma are a minority with grave problems
In mid-July 2016, the Minister of the Interior organized a meeting with Regional Governors to discuss strategic planning for Roma. After the meeting, the Deputy Governor of Dodecannese spoke about the fact that Roma are a “minority, Europe’s largest,”
 while the Governor of Epirus reported that in his region inter alia there is widespread illiteracy and failure to monitor access to education, and moderately acceptable to inadequate housing conditions. 
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