IDA suggested questions for list of issues on Cape Verde
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International Disability Alliance (IDA)Suggestions for disability-relevant questions for consideration for the list of issues

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

55th session (July 2013)

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report and treaty body concluding observations (see annex below).

CAPE VERDE

Cape Verde ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 10 October 2011.

IDA suggestions for list of issues:
· What steps are being taken to accede to the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?

Article 1
· What measures have been taken to ensure that the Constitution and other relevant legislation prohibit discrimination on all grounds including, discrimination on the basis of disability, and multiple discrimination on the basis of disability and gender? (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2001, CRC/C/15/Add.168, paras 28, 29, in Annex below)

Articles 2, 3, 4, 5 

· What steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? 
· Please provide the Committee detailed information on what steps are being taken to ensure the presence of the rights of women with disabilities in national policies, including concerning health care, education, employment and social protection.
· What other steps are being taken to address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices? What measures are being adopted to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities which guarantee their access to redress and protection, including training of police and other interlocutors?
Article 7

· What steps are being taken to repeal Article 7 of the Electoral Law
 that excludes women with psychosocial disabilities from their right to vote on an equal basis with others in accordance with Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)? What measures are being adopted to ensure the accessibility of polling stations, booths and voting material, including by permitting an individual an assistant of their own choice to help them to vote, without external surveillance? How is information on elections and political campaigns being made accessible in the lead up to elections?

Article 10

· What measures are being taken guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in the law and practice? (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2001, CRC/C/15/Add.168, paras 49, 50(b)&(d), in Annex below) Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, high school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning in a school? 
Article 11

· What steps are being taken to address the gender gap and unemployment rates of women with disabilities?
· Is reasonable accommodation provided for in the law with respect to employment and vocational training for women with disabilities?  Is the denial of reasonable accommodation recognised in the law and practice as disability-based discrimination?
Articles 12, 13 & 16

· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services are based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?
· What services are in place to reach out and educate women and girls with disabilities about sexual and reproductive health, including STIs?
· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children and adults with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to families? 

Article 15

· What steps are being taken to reform the law in accordance with Article 15, CEDAW and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of women with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify a person from exercising her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.
State report
Selected references to women with disabilities in the State report:

Articles 1 and 2: Legislative Measures to Eliminate Discrimination against Women
82. This decree includes provisions which are of affirmative nature for women. One of the strategic objectives of the provisions of Article 5. 2 f), of SNHS is to promote "special protection in access to housing for female household heads and young people." In addition, it specifies that "the structure, organization and actions of SNHIS" must also comply with the directive to "establish mechanisms of quotas for the elderly, disabled and households headed by women among lower income households" (Article 6, paragraph 2 b).

Article 13: Equal rights of men and women in the areas of economic and cultural life
289. The CNPS was created through Resolution No. 6/2006 of 9 of January and came into effect during the second half of 2007. It is one of the main tools in the field of social protection, ensuring the strengthening of the social safety network targeted at the social layers of the population in poor conditions and / or at risk of social exclusion, especially elderly and disabled persons unable to develop any professional occupation.

ANNEX- Disability references in treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Cape Verde
CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2001, CRC/C/15/Add.168
28.
The Committee is concerned that the Constitution does not include provisions prohibiting discrimination against children with disabilities and that discrimination against women, which may have an impact on their children, remains commonplace in practice.

29.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Ensure that the Constitution and other relevant legislation prohibit discrimination on all grounds covered by the Convention’s article 2 including, in particular, discrimination on the basis of disability;

49.
The Committee is concerned that the rights of children with disabilities are not fully respected and that available specialized assistance, including economic assistance, is insufficient.  The Committee is concerned, in addition, at the absence of public schools or trained teachers for children with disabilities in need of special facilities.

50.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Make urgent efforts to improve respect for the rights of children with disabilities, including the rights to non-discrimination, family life, an adequate standard of living, health care, education and leisure;

(b) Continue to provide and encourage access to the regular education system for children with disabilities who are able to participate in this system;

(c) Ensure that, where necessary, specialized educational and health assistance are made available to children with disabilities in need of such assistance;

(d) Ensure the provision of specialized services for children with disabilities making a transition to the regular education system;

(e) Provide additional assistance to families caring for children with disabilities;

(f) Develop and implement information campaigns targeting, among others, parents, teachers, care givers and children, on the rights of children with disabilities, including the right to equal treatment;

(g) Seek technical assistance from UNICEF and WHO.
� Law No. 56/VII/2010 Article 7 states, “Those notoriously recognized as being mentally ill- whether interned by a psychiatric service or establishment or declared by a doctor - are not eligible to vote.”
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