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Mr Chair,
Dear Members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I am pleased to greet you on behalf of the Delegation of the Republic of Uzbekistan at the 51st Session of the UN Committee against Torture. 
Taking this opportunity, I would like to sincerely congratulate members of the Committee and all the activists in the field of human rights on the 65th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 20th anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action on Human Rights, as well as the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the post of the UN High Commissioner for human Rights.
The Fourth periodic report of Uzbekistan was prepared in accordance with: 
· Provisions of Article 19 of the Convention against Torture;
· UN documents “Compilation of guidelines on the form and content of reports submitted by States Parties to the International Human Rights Instruments", "Guidelines for the preparation of reports relating to the form and content of periodic reports submitted by States Parties in accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 19 of the Convention against Torture";
· Observations and recommendations of the Committee against Torture after consideration of the Third periodic report of the Republic of Uzbekistan on the implementation of the Convention against Torture;
· General comments of the Committee against Torture. Moreover, the periodic report was complemented by statistical data on complaints as well as extracts from the national legislation in the field of fight against torture;
· 30 state agencies, educational institutions and 12 non-governmental organizations in the country were actively involved in the preparation of the report, the process of preparation was covered by the media.

We also submitted detailed written replies to the List of issues adopted by the Committee Against Torture at its 50th session held on 6-31 May 2013.


Mr. Chair,

Since the first days of Independence, the main directions of consistent and systematic policy of Uzbekistan for promotion and protection of all human rights are the following:
firstly, ensuring implementation of legislative acts in the field of human rights, as well as taking measures to further improve the legal framework;
secondly, permanent and comprehensive monitoring of the state of affairs related to the observance and protection of all human rights;
thirdly, preparation and carrying out activities aimed at promoting active participation of non-governmental organizations and media in the field of human rights;
fourthly, further improvement of international cooperation with UN bodies and mechanisms in the field of human rights.
19 September 2013 the UN Human Rights Council approved recommendations submitted during the consideration of the report of Uzbekistan in the framework of the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review.
On 25 October 2013 we discussed cooperation issues on the implementation of the UPR recommendations with the OHCHR, UNDP and other UN agencies and diplomatic corps in Tashkent.

Now, after extensive consultations both with civil society institutions and international partners, a draft National Plan of Actions on implemention of recommendations of the UPR of the UN Human Rights Council is being prepared. It will include specific measures to implement the UPR recommendations, time-frame and responsible entities from Government bodies, educational institutions, NGOs and the media.
Moreover, we reached a preliminary agreement with the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights on the conclusion of a Memorandum of Understanding between the National Human Rights Center, the OHCHR and the UNDP in Uzbekistan on a technical cooperation project in the field of human rights (for the period from 2014 to 2017).
In the context of the current global financial and economic crisis, in Uzbekistan the state policy is aimed at preventing the decrease of standard of human life, protection from negative impacts of the financial crisis, ensuring a normal life as the foundation of all human rights. The country has made significant progress in education, gender equality, health and other issues that are directly related to the observance and protection of human rights.
All these measures are aimed, first of all, at unconditional implementation of provisions of the Convention.
Given the fact that extensive and detailed information on measures taken to implement the Convention was presented in the National report and in written replies to questions of the Committee, I would like to give to the Committee more detailed information about the work that is being carried out with regard to Concluding observations of the Committee.
The Government is taking legislative, administrative, institutional, educational, monitoring, economic and other measures for implementation of all human rights.
There are four priority areas for implementation of main provisions of the Convention against Torture.
The first - legislative aspect. 
In order to implement the Concept of further deepening democratic reforms and building civil society in the country, recommendations of international organizations as well as to deepen democratic reforms in the judiciary more than 10 laws were adopted during recent years. These laws are aimed at ensuring the rule of law, guaranteeing protection of the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of the individual, liberalization of criminal, criminal procedure and administrative law, strengthening judicial control at the stage of pre-trial proceedings.
The legislation established a democratic legal order of application of procedural coercion measures in the form of removal of the accused from office and placement of a person to a medical facility. The right to institute a criminal case was excluded from the mandate of courts; prosecutors were assigned to the duties of announcement of indictment in a criminal case before a court.
These measures which implement universally recognized principles and norms of international human rights law allow to strengthen the judicial control over preliminary investigation, expand the scope of application of "Habeas Corpus" in the criminal process, ensure fulfillment of basic functions of the court for an equitable management of trial, independence, objectivity and impartiality of the court, strengthening the principle of adversarial criminal proceedings.
With a view to implement provisions of the Convention against Torture and improve the legal framework for protection of human rights, according to recommendations of the Committee against Torture several laws were adopted in Uzbekistan over the last 5 years.
Firstly, the adoption of the laws:
- "On guarantees of the rights of the child";
- "On combating trafficking in human beings";
- "On prevention of child neglect and juvenile delinquency";
- "On detention in the criminal case";
- "On legal expertise”;
- "On amendments and additions to the Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan in connection with improvement of cooperation of courts, prosecutors, investigators and inquiry bodies with competent authorities of foreign countries ";
- "On amendments and additions to certain legislative acts of the Republic of Uzbekistan in connection with improvement of legal profession";
- "On amendments and additions to certain legislative acts of the Republic of Uzbekistan in connection with improvement of the activity of the Authorized Person of Oliy Majlis (Parliament) of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Human Rights (Ombudsman)";
- "On operational-search activities";
- "On amendments and additions to certain legislative acts of the Republic of Uzbekistan in connection with further reforms of the judiciary";
Secondly, amendments were made to:
- Criminal Code;
- Code of Criminal Procedure;
- Criminal Executive Code;
- Administrative Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan as well as to a number of other laws.
The Government of Uzbekistan, ministries, agencies, non-governmental organizations conduct a systematic and consistent work to support and protect human rights and fight against torture in the framework of the above-mentioned laws.
The following measures have been taken to this end:

First, Decrees and Decisions of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan:
- "On improvement of the activity of the Higher Qualification Commission for selection and recommendation of judges under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan";
- "On organizational measures to further improve the work of courts";
- "On measures to further improve the activity of the Department for execution of court decisions, logistical and financial support for the activities of courts under the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Uzbekistan";
- "On measures to radically improve the social protection of judicial employees"
Second, Decisions of the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan:
- "On approval of the Statute of the Interagency Working Group to monitor the observance of the rights and freedoms by law enforcement and other government agencies";

- "On a set of measures to provide State support to National Human Rights Institutions";

- On measures to further improve the activity of the Psychiatric service of the Republic of Uzbekistan;

- "On measures to implement modern information and communication technologies in the work of courts" and etc.
In order to implement Concluding observations and General comments № 1, 2, 3 of the Committee against Torture conceptual bases of the fight against torture were established in Uzbekistan.
In 2013 new Internal regulations of penitentiary institutions and Internal regulations of instigative detention facilities of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan were adopted. These measures are aimed at implementing provisions of the UN Convention against Torture.
The second - institutional aspect.
The monitoring of compliance with the Convention against Torture is in sight of both Houses of the Uzbek parliament. Committees of the Legislative Chamber and the Senate of the Oliy Majlis of Uzbekistan held special meetings dedicated to the outcomes of consideration of the Third periodic report of Uzbekistan on implementation of provisions of the Convention against Torture.
Uzbekistan has made systemic efforts to improve the activity of both state and non-governmental institutions for the protection of human rights.
On 30 September 2008 the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan adopted a decision "On a set of measures to support by the State National human rights institutions" which aimed at supporting the Ombudsman institution and the National Human Rights Centre by strengthening their material, financial, staffing and resource capacity.
This measure is aimed at implementing the Committee's General comment №1 as well as Сoncluding observations of the Committee against Torture. The activities of national human rights institutions are in full compliance with Paris Principles.
Uzbekistan established a successfully functioning system for monitoring of the observance of human rights, which is represented by bodies of all three branches of power, namely:
· Institute for Monitoring of effective legislation under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan;
· Main Department for monitoring of compliance with the legislation under the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Uzbekistan;
· Research Center for democratization and liberalization of the judicial legislation and ensuring independence of courts under the Supreme Court of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
Moreover, special divisions for protection of human rights were established under the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, the Prosecutor General's Office. Their functions include issues of human rights protection in the framework of implementation of laws of the Republic of Uzbekistan, the Convention against Torture and other international instruments.
Uzbekistan took additional measures to improve the institutional framework for the protection of human rights and freedoms:
First, powers of the Interagency working group to monitor the observance of the rights and freedoms by law enforcement and other government agencies were extended on the basis of the Decision of the Cabinet of Ministers dated 23 July 2012. The Working group has been monitoring public complaints, collecting information about violations of human rights and freedoms, including torture, as well as making request to relevant authorities for the prosecution of persons responsible for violations of effective legislation;

Second, in accordance with the recommendations of the Committee against Torture on 25 December 2012 the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On operational search activities" was adopted, which foresees the establishment of legislative and legal bases of operational and investigative activities of law enforcement agencies, as well as real legal guarantees of the rule of law, protection of rights and freedoms of citizens during operational-search activities;

thirdly, in order to strengthen the coordination of activities of ministries and agencies, as well as civil society organizations dealing with protection of human rights, a number of inter-agency coordination structures were established, namely the National Interagency Committee to Combat Human Trafficking and its regional commissions, the Commission for Minors under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan and its regional commissions, the Working Group "Justice for Children", the Interagency Working Group for implementation of the ILO Conventions and others;
Fourth, the development of public control over observance of human rights is of great importance. In order to support the activities of the civil society institutions, the Law "On guarantees of activity of non-governmental organizations" was adopted. The Public Fund for Support of NGOs and other civil society institutions under the Parliament, and the Parliamentary Commission for the management of the fund were established;

In order to strengthen social control over the activities of law enforcement agencies, draft laws "On the openness of government and administration bodies", "On Social Partnership", "On social control in the Republic of Uzbekistan", "On parliamentary control" and etc. have been undergoing the public and the international expertise.

Fifth, in order to strengthen the independence of the judiciary and to improve the system of selection of judges a number of acts of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan were adopted, that are focused on securing further enhance of the role and place of the judiciary in state administration, strengthening the legal and social guarantees for an independent legal proceedings and the protection of the social status of the judiciary employees.

Sixth, new provisions were introduced in the criminal procedure and penal laws, according to which the prison authorities have to provide the necessary conditions for unimpeded and confidential meetings and discussions with the Ombudsman for detainees and remands. The correspondence addressed to the Ombudsman is not subject to censorship. Thus, in Uzbekistan the basic elements of the national preventive mechanism for the prevention of torture under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture have already been established.

In addition, the work on the introduction of statistical reporting by law enforcement agencies reflecting the information on the victims of torture, is in progress. Extensive outreach and awareness-raising and education work on fight against torture is carried out.

Measures to accelerate the formation of the "electronic government" are taken in Uzbekistan. In 2013, it planned to adopt the draft law "On complaints of individuals and legal entities", which focuses on the regulation of relations in the field of complaints of the legal entities to the public authorities and institutions, as well as further improvement of the complaint procedure of citizens to public authorities and institutions, including in the form of electronic applications in the framework of development of the "electronic government" system.

Third - information and educational aspect.

Uzbekistan attaches great importance to the implementation of General comments and Concluding observations of the Committee against Torture. Through wide celebration of the 65th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights all public authorities, civil society institutions, mass media, educational institutions have been involved in the process of distribution of universal ideals and values, principles and respect for human rights among citizens.

The Government of Uzbekistan took measures for improvement of the methodology and modalities of the educational process and for its expanding in terms of the coverage of the different groups.

In the framework of the UN Global Campaign broad awareness-raising and educational activities in the field of human rights are being carried out. In close cooperation with international partners such as UNDP , UNICEF, UNESCO , ILO , OSCE, ICRC and others more than 120 major international instruments on human rights were translated into the Uzbek language and published in large circulation, including the Convention against Torture. 
Steps are being taken for further improvement of the education in the field of human rights. Studies on provisions of the Convention and relevant national legislation are included in the curricula of secondary, specialized, professional and higher education institutions, career development systems of teachers, health workers and social employees, journalists, judges, lawyers and law enforcement officers.
It should be noted that the topic of fight against torture is covered by many legal, economic, educational journals and newspapers published in Uzbekistan. For example, this issue is a priority for the magazines “Democratization and Human Rights”, “Public Opinion and Human Rights”, “Shield”, “Rights and Duties”, etc.

In accordance with the concluding observations of the Committee against Torture, which were widely circulated within the country, during the preparation of the Fourth Periodic Report large number of outreach and educational activities were held on the initiative and with the participation of NGOs that have strengthened the role and contribution of NGOs in addressing the fight against torture.

Fourth - the international dimension.

Uzbekistan has been consistently and firmly fulfilling its international obligations under the major UN international human rights instruments. For these purposes we maintain an active and constructive dialogue with United Nations treaty bodies as well as other statutory bodies and specialized agencies of the UN.

In May 2013, a visit of the delegation led by Mr. Ivan Simonovic, Assistant UN Secretary-General for Human Rights was organized. During the visit meetings with the heads of the judiciary and law enforcement bodies, national human rights institutions, representatives of civil society were held to discuss issues of cooperation on implementation of the UPR recommendations.
Uzbekistan gives high priority to the timely submission of national reports and the implementation of recommendations of the treaty bodies’ committees. 32 national reports have been submitted to the UN treaty committees. Over the last year Eighth and Ninth periodic reports of Uzbekistan on the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination were submitted. In March 2013 the Fourth periodic report on the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights was submitted. In June 2013 the Third and Fourth periodic reports of Uzbekistan on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its two initial reports under the two Optional Protocols to the Convention were considered.

Uzbekistan is closely cooperating with the Human Rights Council, treaty bodies and special procedures. Since 2004 representative delegations of Uzbekistan have been participating in annual meetings of the High Level Segment of the Human Rights Council. In 2012-2013 replies to requests of Special Rapporteurs on independence of judges and lawyers, on torture, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on implementation of the UN Resolution 65/206 "Moratorium on the death penalty" were submitted.

In accordance with recommendations of UN Treaty bodies over recent years Uzbekistan has ratified seven international human rights treaties:

1. Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, on the abolition of death penalty;

2. The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, that supplements the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime;

3. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;

4. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict;

5. United Nations Convention against Corruption;

6. ILO Convention on the Minimum Age for Admission to Employment;

7. ILO Convention concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.
Based on the recommendations of treaty bodies more than 10 national action plans on implementation of the recommendations of UN treaty bodies, including the recommendations of the Committee against Torture have been developed and are implemented.

Control over the implementation of the National Action Plans is carried out by Interagency working group to monitor the observance of human rights by law enforcement agencies led by the Minister of Justice.

Uzbekistan continues to cooperate in the field of the human dimension and human rights with the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the European Union and the Venice Commission. In 2013, the OSCE delegation headed by the Chairman and the Secretary General, as well as the EU Special Representative for Central Asia visited Uzbekistan.

Since 2012, Uzbekistan has launched EU project "Support to Judicial and Legal Reforms in Uzbekistan", in the framework of which study tours to European countries for the representatives of courts and law enforcement agencies were organized for the exchange of practical experience in the field of the activities of courts, law enforcement agencies and prison services.

Mr Chair,
Of course, in implementing the provisions of the Convention against Torture, there are some inherent difficulties and problems. These include the following.

First. The Republic of Uzbekistan, like many other countries under the conditions of global recession is experiencing some economic, social and political problems that have an impact, particularly on vulnerable groups in society.

The cumulative impact of internal difficulties and external threat factors to the progress and quality of the implementation of the Convention against Torture in the country must be taken into account.

Second. Internal difficulties are reflected in the transition process to a democratic system of legislative, executive and judicial powers. Overcoming these challenges is also inherent in the task of raising and adapting the level of legal culture and mentality of the population to the requirements of the further development of a strong civil society, to improve the level of legal knowledge and a culture of human rights of employees of state agencies, courts and law enforcement bodies.

Third. Another problem is linked to the geopolitical situation of Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan is located in Central Asia, a region that had great difficulties in ensuring stability and peace. This refers to the volatile situation in Afghanistan, accompanied by ongoing drug production and trafficking.

Fourth. Threat of international terrorism and religious extremism on the one hand gives rise to instability, and on the other - diverts resources to fight this evil.
Mr. Chair and Members of the Committee!

Uzbekistan will consistently fulfill all its obligations under the Convention against Torture and will continue to support all initiatives of the United Nations related to all human rights.

We fully support efforts to strengthen the United Nations activities in the field of human rights through the promotion of international cooperation based on the principles of non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity.

Our country is ready for open and constructive cooperation with the Committee against Torture and other international organizations to improve the situation in the field of promotion and protection of human rights.

Thank you for your attention.

