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Opening Remarks by the Head of Delegation, 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Amb. Khalaf Khalafov
Dear Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Let me express my gratitude for this opportunity to inform the Committee about the measures on implementation of the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child taken by the Government of Azerbaijan during the period after submitting the initial report.
Dear Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Insurance of basic human rights and fundamental freedoms has been the supreme goal of the state in Azerbaijan. These goals are accomplished by creating appropriate legal mechanisms, taking all necessary measures in the sphere of comprehensive utilization of political, legal and economical potential of the state. All conditions are present to establish institutions peculiar to a democratic society.
Our country is a party to all main international human rights treaties and is open to the broadest possible cooperation within the framework of international institutions. Firm foundation has been laid down in order to further carry out democratic reforms, and all necessary political and legal prerequisites have been set up for the practical implementation of the provisions of fundamental international human rights treaties.
The initial report of the Republic of Azerbaijan had been discussed in the course of the 15-th session of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child; as a result, in June 1997 the Committee adopted its concluding observations.

In order to implement recommendations of the Committee, the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan adopted the National Action Plan and set up the working group consisting of representatives of appropriate state bodies and non-governmental organisations. The said Action Plan was approved on December 16, 1999 by the Commission on the minors’ issues under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
Appropriate legislative reforms and necessary political, legal, social and economical measures, including the adoption of new programs to ensure the rights and interests of the child have been carried out.
For better coordination and management of issues related the child’s adoption, Statute on setting up a Commission on child’s adoption issues under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan was approved in 1997.
Adoption of the Law on the Rights of the Child of 19 May 1998, aimed at strengthening political, social, economic and cultural protection of children, maternity, paternity, family and nation’s gene pool has become a major step in the improvement of legal basis in Azerbaijan in the field of the rights of child.  It should be mentioned, that the Law has been elaborated in accordance with international treaties, in particular with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989).
Among the legislative acts, containing different provisions on the child’s rights, I would like to note the Criminal, Civil, Family and Labour Codes adopted in 1999 and entered into force in 2000 as implementation of legal reform.
The Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan of 18 July, 1999, approved the State Programme “On the protection of human rights". In accordance with the paragraph 22 of this program, by the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan of 22 July, 2000, State Programme "On the protection of the rights of children and improvement in the education process" has been elaborated and adopted. The main task of this program is to create favourable conditions for the implementation of the Convention On the rights of the child and the Law On the rights of the child of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

On 10 October, 2000, the document entitled "The regulations of compulsory treatment with regard to disabled persons, pregnant women and mothers with breast children, men at the age of above 60 years old and women at the age above 55 years old, as well as drug addicts who had committed a crime, are sick and the list of which is affirmed by the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Azerbaijan" was approved.
In February 2001 the Republican Coordination Council on child issues under the Ministry of youth, sport and tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan was set up. The Council carries out coordination of measures related to children and contains representatives of 12 executive structures and leaders of around 30 NGOs, working with the children.
In July 2002 Azerbaijan ratified two Additional Protocols to the Convention on the rights of the child - "On the involvement of children in armed conflict" and "On the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography". 

According to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan the Convention on the rights of the child, as well as other international treaties, to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party, is the component part of the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Accordingly, the courts of the country in their activity are guided by the provisions of the Convention.
I would like to note, that the Convention on the rights of the child was translated into the Azerbaijani language and 7500 copies have been disseminated. Public awareness on the principles and provisions of the Convention is also raised through the conduct of conferences, seminars, for and round tables. The state structures on education, youth, culture, public health organize various contests to check the knowledge of the contents of the Convention and to popularize the Convention provisions.     

Along the same lines, special trainings have been organized for the staff of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

The Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan of 14 April, 2003, approved the Action Plan on the solution of the problems of homeless children in the Republic of Azerbaijan.
In January 2004 the Republic of Azerbaijan ratified the ILO Convention № 182 "On the prohibition and immediate actions for the elimination of the worst forms of child labor".

On 30 March, 2004 the Republic of Azerbaijan acceded to the Hague convention "On the protection of children and cooperation in respect of intercountry adoption". For the purposes of implementation of the obligations, successing from the provisions of the Convention, the Ministry of Justice has been appointed as the central responsible state body.
In the “State Programme on the development of demography and population” adopted by the President's Decree of 11 November, 2004, a number of measures envisaging social protection of children, decrease of child mortality and increase in the birth rate in the Republic of Azerbaijan have been specified.
On 21 October, 2005 the Law "On the earmarked state social aid", was adopted, which entered into force on 1 January 2006. According to the law, each member of the low-income families will be provided with monthly allowances.
The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan closely collaborates with the International Labour Organization and UNICEF in the field of children’s rights.        On 29 December, 2005 “The country program for 2005-2009” between the Republic of Azerbaijan and UNICEF was signed. In addition, in order to carry out projects in the sphere of child’s maturity at early age, in 2004 an appropriate agreement between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Asian Development Bank was concluded.

Also, the State Youth program of Azerbaijan for 2005-2009 was approved in accordance with the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan of  30 August, 2005.
With a view of elaboration of the mechanism of earmarked social assistance, special application forms and questionnaires for determination of the income level of the families obtaining children's allowance have been prepared with support of the TASIC program of the European Commission. In the centers of social protection of population in the cities of Baky and Sheki Pilot Projects on the improvement of the system of social aid are carried out. In more than 7000 families with children, studies to identify the actual situation with family incomes and their real need for the state social assistance have been conducted.

On 3 February, 2005 "Development program on the organization of education of children in need of special care" envisaged for a five-year period (2005-2009) was adopted in Azerbaijan. The basic purposes of this program is to create identical conditions for all children in need of special care, their equal access to education, strengthening the state and social protection of these children, bringing the material, technical and educational basis of special educational institutions into correspondence with international standards.
With constant support of the "Heydar Aliyev’s Fund" construction of new schools and reconstruction of existing ones for the orphan children, for physically and mentally sick and disabled children, for children with weak sight and defects of speech has been conducted. 
With the support of UNICEF Office special manual for teachers "Convention on the rights of the child and its teaching in public secondary schools" has been published.  As well the contest of drawings and posters "Convention on the rights of the child through children’s eyes" has been organized. 
It is also necessary to note, that within the discipline "A man and society" (for 8-11 classes) in all secondary schools of the country considerable attention is paid to human rights and freedoms, including rights of the child, with the references and taking into account of the provisions of the Convention on the rights of the child.  The booklets entitled "My rights" (for 1-4 classes) and "Human rights" (for 5-11 classes) have been published as well.
Dear Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Besides the difficulties peculiar to a transitional period lived through by the country, difficulties that to a lesser or greater extent affect the ability to implement the provisions of the Convention, the basic obstacle for its more effective implementation as well as for the development of Azerbaijan as a whole, undoubtedly, is the continuous aggression of neighbouring Armenia and severe humanitarian consequences caused by this aggression. In spite of the regime of cease-fire that is in force between the sides of the armed conflict, about 20% of the territory of Azerbaijan is still under foreign occupation. Not a single Azerbaijanian has been spared on this territory - complete ethnic cleaning has been conducted. This resulted in the emergence of approximately 1 million of refugees and internally displaced persons in Azerbaijan. The most vulnerable segment of this forcefully displaced population have been children.
The basis of the difficult position of these children is their psychological and physical condition; part of them had witnessed all the horrors of war. Parents of each tenth child, who are refugees from Armenia and of each seventh child who are forced internally displaced persons from Nagorny Karabakh and other regions of Azerbaijan occupied by Armenia - perished during the war or went missing. Thus, abrupt increase in the number of orphans was one of the results of military conflict.
In this connection I would like to mention, that since November 2000 in Baku the specialized agency "SOS children's village" (SOS "Kinderdorf"), created with the support of the international organization “SOS Kinderdorf International” has been functioning. Its main purpose is to create conditions for smooth integration of orphan children into society by means of creating family communities from the number of orphan children and lonely women, desiring to have children.
Dear Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

The report presented by the governmental delegation, is prepared by the especially created working group, containing the representatives of different ministries and state bodies, as well as the experts of non-government organizations concerned.
I would like to draw your attention on the fact that, on the threshold of the consideration of the second report, on the initiative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the briefing has been carried out that was attended by the members of delegation, our Ombudsperson, members of parliament of Azerbaijan, as well as representatives of non-government organizations, among whom were the representatives of NGOs that drafted alternative reports presented to the Committee.
The second periodic report of the Republic of Azerbaijan was placed on the official site of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (in the Azerbaijani and English languages). Today’s event was widely covered in the mass media.
Governmental delegation, presenting today the second periodic report to the Committee, has been approved by the special Decree of the President the Republic of Azerbaijan, which again demonstrates serious attention in the high level to the cooperation of Azerbaijan with the Committee on the rights of the child. State policy consistently conducted under the guidance of the Head of State is directed towards the construction of a democratic rule-of-law based state that would guarantee human rights and freedoms in the country. Looking back to the covered path, one cannot fail to see considerable progress, achieved during this historically short period. At the same time we recognize that certain problems do exist and it is necessary to keep on working in order to solve them. Therefore we rely on effective cooperation and open dialogue with the Committee, recommendations of which, undoubtedly, will serve as significant contribution to the further development of the process of ensuring human rights in Azerbaijan.                   

Thank you for the attention.
