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Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on follow-up on concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honour to refer to the examination of the combined fourth to seventh periodic report of Latvia, at the Committee’s Seventy-fifth session, held in February 2020. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/LVA/CO/4-7) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 49 on follow-up to the concluding observations, the Committee requested Latvia to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 16(a), 24(b), 26(b), and 42(a) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received on time in October 2021 (CEDAW/C/LVA/FCO/4-7) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its eighty-second session, held in June 2022, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in Paragraph 16 (a) of the concluding observations that the State party: “adopt a comprehensive gender equality strategy and involve women’s organizations in the design, implementation and evaluation phases thereof”: 
The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Plan on the Promotion of Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and Men 2021–2023, which the State party indicates is aimed at ensuring an integrated, targeted, and effective policy that promotes equal rights and opportunities for women and men. It further welcomes the indication that women’s organisations were consulted in the development of this Plan. However, the Committee regrets that no information was provided as to the involvement of women’s organisations in the implementation and evaluation phases of the Plan. 
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and that it relates directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 16(a) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Involve women’s organizations in the implementation and evaluation phases of the Plan on the Promotion of Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and Men 2021-2023.

In relation to the recommendation in paragraph 24(b) that the State party “adopt a comprehensive law on gender-based violence against women”: 
The Committee takes notes of the State party’s assessment that its obligations under international law are directly applicable in the domestic legal system and that the prohibition of violence, including violence against women, is contained in sectoral laws. However, the Committee considers that the State party did not take any steps to adopt a comprehensive law prohibiting all forms of gender-based violence against women and girls that would harmonise domestic law on the issue. 
Thus, the Committee considers that the State party has taken no action to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive and that it relates directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 24(b) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Adopt a comprehensive law on gender-based violence against women.
Regarding the recommendation made in Paragraph 26(b) of the concluding observations that the State party: “improve procedures for the early identification, in particular at State borders, and referral to appropriate services of victims of trafficking, in particular girls, and enhance victim and witness protection and support services, including by extending the current maximum protection period of 180 days, regardless of a victim’s ability or willingness to cooperate with the prosecutorial authorities”:
The Committee takes note that the Ministry of the Interior, as well as other institutions and organizations have implemented several measures for the early identification of possible victims of trafficking in human beings at State borders. 
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and that it relates directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 26(b) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Improve procedures for the early identification, in particular at State borders, and referral to appropriate services of victims of trafficking, in particular girls.
In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 42(a) of the concluding observations that the State party “introduce policies and programmes to eliminate the multiple forms of discrimination faced by disadvantaged groups of women” and in particular that it “ensure that women and girls with disabilities are specifically included in all laws, policies and programmes related to gender equality and to disability and that affirmative action measures are incorporated, in consultation with the representative organizations of women and girls with disabilities, into all such laws, policies and programmes”: 
The Committee notes with appreciation the indication provided by the State party that two Equal Opportunities Plans have been developed, one for 2021-2023 and the second for 2024-2027 with the objective to establish the framework for the development of policies on equal rights and opportunities for people with disabilities. It notes that that under the Equal Opportunities Plan 2021-2023 the public will be involved in discussions on disability-related issues, including the rights, needs and opportunities of women and girls in today’s society. However, the Committee regrets that the State party did not specifically demonstrate that women and girls with disabilities are specifically included in all laws, policies and programmes related to gender equality and to disability. Nor has it demonstrated that affirmative action measures have been incorporated into such laws, policies and programmes. 
The Committee considers that the State party has taken no action to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 42(a) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Ensure that women and girls with disabilities are specifically included in all laws, policies and programmes related to gender equality and to disability and that affirmative action measures are incorporated, in consultation with the representative organizations of women and girls with disabilities, into all such laws, policies and programmes.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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