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Concluding Remarks at the end of the CRPD Review
 
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the CRPD Committee,
 
Sri Lanka participated in this Review in a spirit of openness and constructive engagement.
 
We appreciate the Committee’s recognition of the progress Sri Lanka has made, as well as the challenges the country has faced during the reporting period.
 
As I highlighted in my opening remarks, since the submission of our initial Report, significant developments have taken place in our efforts to strengthen the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities.
 
We acknowledge that there are still issues that need to be addressed and challenges to be overcome. The Government is fully committed to ensure an environment where persons with disabilities are empowered to live with dignity, equality, independence, and full participation in society.

We have taken careful note of the views and concerns expressed by the Committee during the Review and responded to as many questions as possible, within the time available.

Any outstanding matters that we were unable to address due to time constraints, along with updates on specific cases raised, will be provided in a written response within the stipulated timeframe.

On behalf of the delegation of Sri Lanka, I wish to thank the distinguished members of the Committee for their constructive engagement during this Review. 
 
Madam Chair, I also wish to express my appreciation for your excellent leadership in conducting these proceedings effectively and efficiently.
 
I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge civil society organisations in Sri Lanka, some of whom are present in Geneva, who work very closely on the ground on issues of the persons with disabilities as well as the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka, which remains constantly vigilant and complements the process of addressing relevant issues.

I would also like to thank the Secretariat for their continued cooperation and support. Let me also thank the interpreters and Conference Services for their valuable assistance from the background.
 
I further extend my appreciation to all Government officials, and my delegation present here for their valuable contribution and hard work in preparing for this Review.

In closing Madam Chair, I wish to reiterate that the Government of Sri Lanka remains committed to the promotion and protection of human rights of all Sri Lankans, and we will continue our engagement with this Committee, in a spirit of cooperation and constructive dialogue.
 
Thank you.
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