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The Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children is where all major stakeholder groups come together to focus their words, actions and resources on ending violence against children - a unique public private partnership for all actors to hold themselves to account and work together to prevent and respond to violence against children. It includes governments, UN agencies, international organizations, civil society, faith groups, the private sector, philanthropic foundations, research practitioners, academics and children themselves. 


Recommendation 1: Domestic Violence 

The National Plan for Children (2013) was adopted along with the Foster Development Strategy (2012-2016), the Strategy for the Development of the Social and Child Protection System (2013-2017) and the Strategy for Protection against Domestic Violence (2016-2020). Additionally, the Law on Protection from Domestic Violence, the Law on Social and Child Protection (2013) have been milestones in the legal Montenegrin setting. Hence, some improvement has been made on the issue. Nevertheless, what must be witnessed is whether these policies are strong and effective in practice. This will depend on the existing system of laws and on whether the country has a solid implementation mechanism. 

[bookmark: _Toc490499039]Recommendation 2 –Corporal Punishment Abolishment and Punishment mechanism

The legal framework provides some strong baselines for the outright prohibition of corporal punishment, and this was reinforced by the adoption of the laws on domestic violence abolition. For instance, the Law on the Amendments to Family Law explicitly prohibited corporal punishment on children. However, the provisions do not provide basic definitions on what constitutes “corporal punishment”, and what “acts and settings” the Law is supposed to cover.   Additionally, no forms of victim redress and perpetrator penalties are enlisted; causing uncertainty on the consequences of such offence. 

On the policy perspective, the Government of Montenegro has reiterated its efforts to eliminate corporal punishment but there is no evidence as to implementation mechanisms or data surveillance of the issue. Hence, the Government has not yet adopted a single document on the prevention and intervention on child protection against violence and corporal punishment.  On this note the “intervention” sector has not yet expanded to the creation of professional services that deal with child-victims of corporal punishment and has not made provisions for possible family or/and child relocations.  Currently, the Government with aid of non-governmental organizations has established, SOS phone lines for victims of domestic and corporal violence. However, it still needs to intensify the network to other cities and other rural communities that deserve the same attention and the same magnifying glass to eradicate child corporal punishment.  The current cities that have developed this initiative are: Bar, Berane, Bijelo, Niksic, Plav, Podgorica, Polje, Rozaje, and Ulcinj. 

Recommendation 3 – National Plan of Action for Children needs to be strengthened 

In June 2013, the Government of Montenegro adopted the 2013-2017 National Plan of Action for Children (NPAC), which governs the country's general policy towards children by identifying the main problems and mechanisms identified to achieve the objectives set in the following areas: civil rights and freedoms, social protection, education, health care, special measures of protection and others. This aimed at providing a mechanism to allow the adoption of new legislation in line with the Convention; establishing a mechanism for regular monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the plan; enhancing coordination of activities of relevant entities in the field of planning and monitoring the effects of the initiative. In early 2016 the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare commissioned a beneficiary assessment of the childcare system reform, to show the results from the perspective of affected children and families. The following services were reviewed: day care centres for children with disabilities, foster care and residential care, i.e. children’s homes and centres for social work services. The results of the research as well as the recommendations were presented to high-level officials of the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, other relevant ministries, local authorities, the EU and the UN, and to directors of children’s services and institutions. Later in the year, and in cooperation with the Institute for Social and Child Protection, relevant managers and practitioners agreed on further steps with a view to implementing the recommendations of the research for enhancing the quality of the services.

In early 2017, the Government of Montenegro adopted new Strategy for the Prevention and Protection of Children from Violence 2017-2021 which applies to all the children aged 0-18 years, regardless of their sex, nationality, level of functional abilities or sexual orientation. The Strategy includes majority population, as well as ethnic minorities and immigrants. The Strategy outlines measures for intensifying activities involving protection and other forms of support to the children and adolescents who have been exposed to violence or sexual abuse. Community based operational multidisciplinary teams for protection from family violence and violence against children (OMTs), now operating in 17 municipalities, have created a comprehensive multi-sectoral approach to the protection of children from all forms of neglect, abuse, violence and exploitation. However, there is little evidence on multi-sectoral approach as a response to violence and some platforms of evidence have been omitted from the evidence and research analysis. Additionally, there appears to be a lack of professional capacity for proper response to cases involving violence against children. 
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