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Report on Violations of Rights of the Child Due to Armored Vehicles, Mines and Conflict-War Wastes
Violations of Rights of the Child Due to Armored Vehicles
The number of the armored vehicles appearing in urban traffic, in alleys and in neighborhoods continuously increases as a result of the conflicts in cities and the State of Emergency processes, and these vehicles, which do not comply with the specified legal speed limits, restrict the living and playing areas for the children. As a result of this restriction, the presence of the armored vehicles inside cities violates the children’s basic rights to play and to life. The children die or sustain permanent disability as the result of the hits by or fire from the armored vehicles stationed at the living and playing areas of the children. The armored vehicles’ occupation of the already limited social life and playing areas of the children living in cities results in the children’s inability to carry out even the most basic activities. Similarly, the armored vehicles in the cities increase the level of fear and anxiety of the children and separate them from their social life and playing areas, depriving the children of their right to play, which is necessary for a healthy development. Aside from being directly affected by armored vehicles, even merely witnessing these effects leads to traumatic results on the children.

The Regulations on Highway Traffic define the armored vehicles as “the motorized vehicles designed for the protection of the transported passengers and/or cargo and having SB code in compliance with the requirements of bulletproof armor plating”. According to the Regulations on Highway Traffic, the speed limit of the armored vehicles in cities is 50 km/h. The armored vehicle is much bulkier than the regular vehicles with respect to its size and weight, its braking distance is much longer, and it has the necessary mechanisms for firing projectiles. Therefore, the use of armored vehicles in urban traffic, in alleys and in neighborhoods pose a danger in itself. According to Article 76 of the Regulations on Highway Traffic (Additional paragraph: Official Gazette 30164 dated 8/24/2017), the personnel authorized to drive the armored vehicles are selected from among the Security Services Class personnel appointed at the central and provincial organizations of the General Directorate of Security and from among the commissioned and non-commissioned officers, specialist gendarmes and specialist sergeants appointed at the central and provincial organizations of General Command Of Gendarme and Coast Guard Command, who possess at least Class B driver’s license and who successfully complete the Armored Vehicle Driver Training organized by their units and qualify to get armored vehicle driver competence certificate, and they can drive the armored vehicles with this competence certificate.
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Died Due to Armored Vehicles

	
	Name-Surname
	Age
	Sex
	City
	District
	Open Date
	Dead-Injured
	Year
	Region

	
1
	
MİHRAÇ MİROĞLU
	
7
	
M
	
Şırnak
	
İdil
	
9/3/2021
	
DIED
	
2021
	
Southeast

	2
	EFE TEKTEKİN
	6
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	9/11/2019
	DIED
	2019
	Southeast

	3
	FERHAT DALKILIÇ
	5
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	12/29/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	4
	BURAK İLHAN
	5
	M
	Batman
	Centrum
	11/6/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	5
	FELEK BATUR
	7
	F
	Siirt
	Centrum
	10/21/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	6
	RAŞİT OSO
	9
	M
	İstanbul
	Şişli
	8/1/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Marmara

	7
	MUHAMMED YILDIRIM
	7
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	5/3/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	8
	FURKAN YILDIRIM
	6
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	5/3/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	9
	BERFİN DİLEK
	7
	F
	Mardin
	Derik
	2/9/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	10
	HAKAN SARAK
	5
	M
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	10/24/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	11
	MUSTAFA DUMAN
	17
	M
	Van
	İpekyolu
	8/30/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	12
	TAHA KILIÇ
	4
	M
	Van
	İpekyolu
	7/24/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	13
	BÜNYAMİN BAYRAM
	6
	M
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	6/7/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	14
	HÜSEYİN BARUT
	8
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Bismil
	4/24/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	15
	NİDAR SÜMER
	17
	F
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	1/7/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	16
	HAKAN DOĞAN
	15
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	12/8/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	17
	FERHAT KARTAL
	15
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	12/8/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	18
	HELİN HASRET ŞEN
	12
	F
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	10/12/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	19
	CEMİLE ÇAĞIRGA
	13
	F
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	9/6/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	20
	ÜMİT KURT
	14
	M
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	1/6/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	21
	HASAN BAKDUR
	16
	M
	Şanlıurfa
	Akçakale
	11/12/2013
	DIED
	2013
	Southeast

	22
	YUSUF YILAN
	9
	M
	Erzurum
	Karayazı
	6/13/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia




FEMALE: F MALE: M UNIDENTIFIED: U

Injured Due to Armored Vehicles

	
	Name-Surname
	Age
	Sex
	City
	District
	Open Date
	Dead-Injured
	Year
	Region

	
1
	
N.D
	
5
	
F
	
Şanlıurfa
	
Viranşehir
	
10/20/2021
	
INJURED
	
2021
	
Southeast

	2
	N.Ş.A
	     12
	M
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	4/1/2021
	INJURED
	2021
	Eastern Anatolia

	3
	H.Ö
	7
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	10/9/2019
	INJURED
	2019
	Southeast

	4
	R.E
	9
	F
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	3/12/2019
	INJURED
	2019
	Southeast

	5
	Z.Ü
	CHILD
	U
	Şırnak
	İdil
	9/15/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	6
	B.Ü
	CHILD
	U
	Şırnak
	İdil
	9/15/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	7
	Y.Ü
	CHILD
	U
	Şırnak
	İdil
	9/15/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	8
	V.T
	     10
	M
	Muş
	Centrum
	5/24/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Eastern Anatolia

	9
	H.İ.K
	     14
	M
	Kilis
	Centrum
	5/21/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	
	S.K
	4
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	4/7/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	11
	S.A
	    10
	U
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	1/25/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast





	
	Name-Surname
	Age
	Sex
	City
	District
	Open Date
	Dead-Injured
	Year
	Region

	
12
	
R.C
	
8
	
F
	
Şırnak
	
Cizre
	
11/22/2017
	
INJURED
	
2017
	
Southeast

	13
	M.Ş. U
	17
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	6/9/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	14
	NO NAME
	CHILD
	U
	Hakkari
	Centrum
	5/4/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	15
	S.A
	10
	F
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	2/19/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	16
	K.O
	15
	M
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	5/23/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Eastern Anatolia

	17
	NO NAME
	CHILD
	U
	Hakkari
	Centrum
	5/4/2015
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	18
	S.D
	CHILD
	F
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	1/9/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	19
	E.K
	7
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	9/2/2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast

	20
	A.O
	12
	U
	Van
	Centrum
	4/8/2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Eastern Anatolia

	21
	NO NAME
	CHILD
	U
	Şanlıurfa
	Centrum
	2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast

	22
	NO NAME
	CHILD
	U
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast

	23
	F.T
	5
	U
	Şanlıurfa
	Suruç
	2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast

	24
	M.K.B
	    16
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	10/23/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	25
	A.Ö
	4
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	5/13/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	26
	M.B
	     17
	F
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	2/25/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Eastern Anatolia

	27
	M.İ
	8
	M
	Hakkari
	Centrum
	8/23/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia




FEMALE: F MALE: M UNIDENTIFIED: U

The cases in which the children died or were injured due to hits by or fire from armored vehicles have been observed in Turkey for a long time, and the number of these children has increased especially after 2015 due to the armed conflicts at urban centers, and the State of Emergency process and the state policies that prioritize security. As shown in Graphic 5, the number of deaths and injuries increased dramatically between 2016 and 2018. During the 11 years’ period investigated in the report, the number of cases of death and injury caused by armored vehicles is at least 49. 52% of these incidents happened between 2016 and 2018, during which the security-oriented policies of the state increased.




Considering the East and Southeast Anatolia Regions, where the number of children who died or were injured due to hits by or fire from armored vehicles was high, the armored vehicles, which are traumatic vehicles and which should not be stationed in cities due to the narrowness of the alleys and the unsuitability of the urban structures, are driven by the security forces as urban vehicles.

As stipulated by the Regulations, the driver is required to possess a competency certificate to drive the armored vehicles, and these vehicles are required to be controlled periodically by technicians. However, in East and Southeast Anatolia Regions where the number of violations due to the activities of armored vehicles is high, it is well-known that some of the members of security forces who drive these vehicles do not possess competency certificates, and that the necessary controls are not carried out on the vehicles. Accordingly, as the result of vehicle malfunctions and incompetence of the drivers, children die or are injured due to hits by or fire from armored vehicles.

While enjoying their right to play, which is one of their basic needs and rights, the children are affected by the armored vehicles that move in the cities in an unrestricted manner. These effects violate the children’s right to play and right to live in a healthy environment, the children are injured, or they live with the psychological traumas that the armored vehicles create.

Rights Violations Due to Mines and Unexploded Ordnances

The mined terrains and the other areas with unexploded ordnances are one of the greatest barriers for the children’s rights to live, develop and play in a healthy environment. During the “play” activities required for the healthy development of the children, the children’s right to live is violated due to the mines and unexploded ordnances, or the children are permanently disabled. The rights to a healthy environment, to develop and to life are state’s both positive and negative obligations with respect to the children.

Since the living areas of the children at rural regions are generally intertwined with the mined terrains and since these terrains are not cleared of mines, it is evident that these rights are violated by the hand of the states.
Against the growing problem of mines around the world, the Ottawa Convention on the prohibition of the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-personnel mines and on their destruction was entered into force on March 1, 1999. The Convention was ratified by 131 countries and signed by 146 countries. Turkey became a party to the Convention in 2003 and a signatory in 2004, and pursuant to the Convention, undertook to clear the mines on its territory until 2014 and to provide support for the victims. However, Turkey could not complete the destruction of the mines until 2014 and demanded additional time, postponing the deadline for the destruction of the mines to March 2022. However, at this stage, the clearing of the mines is not yet complete despite additional time granted, and the public opinion is not informed whether there is any activity carried out for this purpose.

The clearing at the border regions for the purposes of changes in border security was carried out in the scope of the EU-supported project activities, or in the scope of the Law No. 5903 on The Tender and Mine Clearance Activities along the Land Borders between the Republic of Turkey and Syrian Arab Republic. The mine destruction process, which had to be carried out with a human rights-based perspective, was reduced to a scope of “tender activity” or “project”, and the clearing activity was not completed even in this scope.

According to the data in the report presented by Landmine Monitor in 2018, Turkey is one of the 10 counties with more than 100 km² mined terrain within its borders, and the other countries are Afghanistan, Iraq and Yemen. According to the latest data, there are at least about 900 thousand buried mines within the borders of Turkey. Along with the buried mines, the unexploded ordnances within the borders of Turkey pose a danger for the children. There are children who died, were injured or lost their limbs because of the unexploded ordnances, which are scattered around the houses, schools and playgrounds, shortly in the living areas of the children, and which are unidentified objects for the children. The reason for contacting with such unexploded ordnances is generally the sense of curiosity, and the idea that they are suitable for play.

As shown in Graphic 1, the significant increases in cases of death and injuries between 2015 and 2018 during and after the State of Emergency period reveal that the children are the group most affected by the periods of war and conflicts.

In Turkey, where there are at least about 900 thousand buried mines within its borders and unexploded ordnances in the living areas of children, the state does not comply with its positive and negative obligations. In the scope of its positive obligation, the state is required to mark the mined terrains, close the mined terrains to the passage of the civilians, and provide informative training for the children on the issue at the schools especially at rural areas, where the risk of mines is high.

Rights Violations Due to Mines and Unexploded ordnances 
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Rights Violations Due to Mines and Unexploded ordnances
(Death/Injury)
Injured
135 Persons
Dead
45 Persons
Total
180 Persons
Injured
Died


Deaths Due to Mines and Unexploded ordnances

	
	Name-Surname
	Age
	Sex
	City
	District
	Open Date
	Dead-Injured
	Year
	Region

	
1
	
YUSUF ATA
	
14
	
M
	
Şırnak
	
Uludere
	
3/21/2021
	
DIED
	
2021
	
Southeast

	2
	CANER SAK
	16
	M
	Şırnak
	Uludere
	3/21/2021
	DIED
	2021
	Southeast

	3
	Yusuf YILDIRAK
	11
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Lice
	3/31/2020
	DIED
	2020
	Southeast

	4
	AYAZ GÜLÜOĞLU
	8
	M
	Tunceli
	Ovacık
	7/15/2019
	DIED
	2019
	Eastern Anatolia

	5
	NUPELDA GÜLÜOĞLU
	4
	F
	Tunceli
	Ovacık
	7/15/2019
	DIED
	2019
	Eastern Anatolia

	6
	HOGİR KAYRAN
	11
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	5/12/2018
	DIED
	2018
	Southeast

	7
	BERAT OKTAY
	10
	M
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	3/10/2018
	DIED
	2018
	Eastern Anatolia

	8
	UMUT KOZAY
	5
	M
	Hakkâri
	Yüksekova
	9/30/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Eastern Anatolia

	9
	MUHAMMED AÇIKÇA
	12
	M
	Siirt
	Şirvan
	4/8/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	10
	KADİR AÇIKÇA
	9
	M
	Siirt
	Şirvan
	4/8/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	11
	HAVİN GÜNEŞ
	2
	F
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	3/30/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	12
	FATİH GÜNEŞ
	5
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	3/30/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Southeast

	13
	SIDIKA TOPRAK
	5
	F
	Hakkâri
	Şemdinli
	1/9/2017
	DIED
	2017
	Eastern Anatolia




	
	Name-Surname
	Age
	Sex
	City
	District
	Open Date
	Dead-Injured
	Year
	Region

	
14
	
No name
	
Child
	
U
	
Şırnak
	
Centrum
	
11/5/2016
	
DIED
	
2016
	
Southeast

	15
	No name
	Child
	U
	Şırnak
	Centrum
	11/5/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	16
	KADRİ BARAK
	14
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	10/18/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	17
	UMUT AYVALIK
	10
	M
	Hakkâri
	Yüksekova
	10/11/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	18
	FEHİME KORKMAZ
	12
	F
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	8/23/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	19
	FETTAH ERDEM
	15
	M
	Ağrı
	Diyadin
	7/9/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	20
	ERKAN ÖLMEZ
	17
	M
	Hakkâri
	Çukurca
	6/27/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	21
	ENES ERDEM
	10
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	5/15/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	22
	MÜSLÜM İLHAN
	8
	M
	Şırnak
	İdil
	5/7/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	23
	HİDAYET TEK
	4
	M
	Şırnak
	İdil
	4/13/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	24
	HARUN ÇAĞLI
	4
	M
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	3/31/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	25
	AYŞENUR GEÇİT
	6
	F
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	3/31/2016
	DIED
	2016
	Southeast

	26
	HASAN YILMAZ
	9
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Silvan
	10/8/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	27
	Tahsin Uray
	9
	M
	Mardin
	Kızıltepe
	9/12/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	28
	ENSAR YILDIRIM
	9
	M
	Elâzığ
	Palu
	6/13/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	29
	ECRİN YILDIRIM
	3
	F
	Elâzığ
	Palu
	6/13/2015
	DIED
	2015
	Southeast

	30
	MAZHAR MAHMUD
	7
	M
	Şanlıurfa
	Suruç
	9/24/2014
	DIED
	2014
	Southeast

	31
	BEHZAT ÖZER
	14
	M
	Hakkâri
	Şemdinli
	10/29/2013
	DIED
	2013
	Eastern Anatolia

	32
	MUĞDAT ÇAVMAK
	14
	M
	Hakkâri
	Yüksekova
	5/24/2013
	DIED
	2013
	Eastern Anatolia

	33
	RAMAZAN YILDIZ
	11
	M
	Şırnak
	Güçlükonak
	4/10/2013
	DIED
	2013
	Southeast

	34
	SAMİ AKTİ
	13
	M
	Van
	Çaldıran
	9/27/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	35
	SELAMİ AKTİ
	9
	M
	Van
	Çaldıran
	9/27/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	36
	RAMAZAN KIZILGÖZ
	14
	M
	Bingöl
	Yayladere
	9/12/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	37
	SERAY YAVUZ
	8
	F
	Muş
	Kızılağaç
	9/6/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	38
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Mardin
	Kızıltepe
	8/30/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Southeast

	39
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Mardin
	Kızıltepe
	8/30/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Southeast

	40
	ERTAN DİLAVER
	14
	M
	Ağrı
	Doğubayazıt
	7/12/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	41
	ŞABAN ARSLAN
	12
	M
	Hakkâri
	Çukurca
	6/21/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	42
	ŞÜKRÜ ERDOĞAN
	13
	M
	Bitlis
	Hizan
	4/4/2012
	DIED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	43
	UMUT PETEKKAYA
	15
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Çermik
	6/7/2011
	DIED
	2011
	Southeast

	44
	MURAT POLAT
	17
	M
	Van
	Erciş
	5/5/2011
	DIED
	2011
	Eastern Anatolia

	45
	BARAN ÖZYOLCU
	8
	M
	Ağrı
	Patnos
	4/16/2011
	DIED
	2011
	Eastern Anatolia
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Injuries Due to Mines and Unexploded ordnances
	
	Name-Surname
	Age
	Sex
	City
	District
	Open Date
	Dead-Injured
	Year
	Region

	
1
	
Y.A
	
12
	
M
	
Hakkâri
	
Yüksekova
	
8/26/2020
	
INJURED
	
2020
	
Southeast

	2
	Ö.I
	15
	M
	Şırnak
	İdil
	8/4/2020
	INJURED
	2020
	Southeast

	3
	A.S
	14
	M
	Mardin
	Kızıltepe
	9/3/2019
	INJURED
	2019
	Southeast

	4
	İ.K
	13
	M
	Siirt
	Eruh
	7/5/2019
	INJURED
	2019
	Southeast

	5
	H.D
	Child
	U
	Mersin
	Erdemli
	12/22/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Mediterranean

	6
	Y.D
	Child
	U
	Mersin
	Erdemli
	12/22/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Mediterranean

	7
	C.D
	Child
	U
	Mersin
	Erdemli
	12/22/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Mediterranean

	8
	S.T
	Child
	U
	Mersin
	Erdemli
	12/22/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Mediterranean

	9
	M.R
	Child
	U
	Mersin
	Erdemli
	12/22/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Mediterranean

	10
	H.D
	12
	U
	Batman
	Centrum
	8/14/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	11
	E.D
	11
	U
	Batman
	Centrum
	8/14/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	12
	M.D
	    6
	U
	Batman
	Centrum
	8/14/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	13
	S.D
	    5
	U
	Batman
	Centrum
	8/14/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	14
	E.N
	16
	M
	Kütahya
	Tavşanlı
	7/16/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Aegean

	15
	Ö.F.D
	16
	M
	Kütahya
	Tavşanlı
	7/16/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Aegean

	16
	H.Y
	13
	M
	Kütahya
	Tavşanlı
	7/16/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Aegean

	17
	H.G
	    9
	M
	Kütahya
	Tavşanlı
	7/16/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Aegean

	18
	E.B
	12
	F
	Şanlıurfa
	Akçakale
	7/4/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	19
	A.B
	15
	M
	Şanlıurfa
	Akçakale
	7/4/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	20
	No name
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	2/19/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	21
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	2/19/2018
	INJURED
	2018
	Southeast

	22
	N.Y
	Child
	U
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	11/4/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	23
	Y.Y
	Child
	U
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	11/4/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	24
	Ö.Y
	Child
	U
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	11/4/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	25
	E.K
	Child
	U
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	9/30/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Eastern Anatolia

	26
	K.A
	   9
	U
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	7/19/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	27
	E.Ç
	10
	U
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	7/1/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Eastern Anatolia

	28
	E.B
	10
	U
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	7/1/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Eastern Anatolia

	29
	R.K
	Child
	U
	Tunceli
	Pertek
	4/25/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Eastern Anatolia

	30
	T.K
	Child
	U
	Tunceli
	Pertek
	4/25/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Eastern Anatolia

	31
	E.B
	10
	U
	Şırnak
	Şırnak
	4/20/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	32
	M.B
	11
	U
	Şırnak
	Şırnak
	4/20/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	33
	H.A
	12
	U
	Şırnak
	Şırnak
	4/20/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	34
	C.K
	11
	U
	Şırnak
	Şırnak
	4/20/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	35
	Y.M
	12
	U
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	1/25/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	36
	M.M
	     6
	U
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	1/25/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	37
	E.B
	Child
	U
	Şırnak
	Şırnak
	1/22/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	38
	V.B
	Child
	U
	Şırnak
	Şırnak
	1/22/2017
	INJURED
	2017
	Southeast

	39
	M.A
	12
	M
	Mardin
	Dargeçit
	12/30/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	40
	A.Ş
	      8
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Silvan
	12/6/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	41
	M.İ
	13
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	12/4/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	42
	Ş.A
	11
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	12/4/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	43
	No name
	Child
	U
	Şırnak
	Centrum
	11/5/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast








	
	Name-Surname
	Age
	Sex
	City
	District
	Open Date
	Dead-Injured
	Year
	Region

	
44
	
No name
	
Child
	
U
	
Şırnak
	
Centrum
	
11/5/2016
	
INJURED
	
2016
	
Southeast

	45
	No name
	Child
	U
	Şırnak
	Centrum
	11/5/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	46
	No name
	Child
	U
	Şırnak
	Centrum
	11/5/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	47
	H.A
	8
	M
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	10/11/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	48
	H.A
	    10
	F
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	10/11/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	49
	D.K
	    13
	U
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	8/23/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	50
	E.K
	
	U
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	8/23/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	51
	Y.T
	    11
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	8/16/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	52
	A.D
	           7
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	8/16/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	53
	E.Ç
	   10
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	8/16/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	54
	B.D
	   11
	M
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	8/16/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	55
	S.Ç
	   16
	M
	Ağrı
	Diyadin
	7/9/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	56
	R.Ö
	           4
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Lice
	7/6/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	57
	A.Ö
	           9
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Lice
	7/6/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	58
	Y.Ö
	    13
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Lice
	7/6/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	59
	S.Y
	    14
	M
	Hakkari
	Çukurca
	6/27/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	60
	X.X
	   15
	U
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	6/16/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	61
	R.D
	   10
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Yenişehir
	5/19/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	62
	S.E
	8
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	5/15/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	63
	K.K
	2
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	5/15/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	64
	D.Ü
	Child
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	5/15/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	65
	A.A
	           5
	U
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	5/12/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	66
	S.A
	   16
	U
	Van
	Çaldıran
	5/7/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	67
	S.A
	   15
	U
	Van
	Çaldıran
	5/7/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Eastern Anatolia

	68
	C.K
	           5
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	2/15/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	69
	M.D
	          7
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	2/15/2016
	INJURED
	2016
	Southeast

	70
	M.F
	   11
	F
	Hakkari
	Şemdinli
	11/8/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Eastern Anatolia

	71
	S.F
	   11
	M
	Hakkari
	Şemdinli
	11/8/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Eastern Anatolia

	72
	S.M
	   14
	M
	Bingöl
	Centrum
	10/20/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Eastern Anatolia

	73
	H.M
	   15
	M
	Bingöl
	Centrum
	10/20/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Eastern Anatolia

	74
	Ü.Y
	Child
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Silvan
	10/8/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	75
	M.Y
	Child
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Silvan
	10/8/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	76
	N.Y
	Child
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Silvan
	10/8/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	77
	M.A.T
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	9/28/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	78
	Y.T
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	9/28/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	79
	S.K
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	9/28/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	80
	A.K
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	9/28/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	81
	Ş.S
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Sur
	9/28/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	82
	R. Ş
	          9
	M
	Mardin
	Kızıltepe
	9/12/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	83
	Y.Ş
	    13
	U
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	9/12/2015
	INJURED
	2015
	Southeast

	84
	M.Ş
	    17
	M
	Şanlıurfa
	Suruç
	9/27/2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast

	85
	M.S
	7
	U
	Hakkari
	Şemdinli
	7/1/2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Eastern Anatolia

	86
	C.Ş
	5
	M
	Şanlıurfa
	Centrum
	4/28/2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast

	87
	M.K
	9
	M
	Şanlıurfa
	Centrum
	4/28/2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast

	88
	L.Ç
	     12
	F
	Mardin
	Nusaybin
	2/23/2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast

	89
	Y.U
	     12
	M
	Şırnak
	Güçlükonak
	1/23/2014
	INJURED
	2014
	Southeast





	8
	Name-Surname
	Age
	Sex
	City
	District
	Open Date
	Dead-Injured
	Year
	Region

	90
	T.C
	
10
	
M
	
Hakkari
	
Şemdinli
	
10/29/2013
	
INJURED
	
2013
	
Eastern Anatolia

	91
	D.E
	13
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Kayapınar
	7/24/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	92
	Y.Y
	16
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	7/16/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	93
	R.F
	16
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	7/16/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	94
	G.İ
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	7/16/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	95
	E.İ
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	7/16/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	96
	İ.K
	17
	M
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	5/20/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Eastern Anatolia

	97
	S.O
	14
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	5/12/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	98
	Y.O
	10
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	5/12/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	99
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	5/12/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	100
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	5/12/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	101
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	5/12/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	102
	M.Ç
	15
	M
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	3/1/2013
	INJURED
	2013
	Southeast

	103
	A.S
	12
	M
	Ağrı
	Doğubayazıt
	12/2/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	104
	İ.G
	16
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Dicle
	11/9/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Southeast

	105
	M.K
	10
	M
	Hakkari
	Centrum
	10/28/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	106
	B.Y
	      5
	U
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	10/17/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	107
	H.Y
	     7
	U
	Hakkari
	Yüksekova
	10/17/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	108
	Ö.D
	17
	M
	Ağrı
	Doğubayazıt
	10/8/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	109
	E.D
	13
	M
	Ağrı
	Doğubayazıt
	10/8/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	110
	C.K
	13
	U
	Diyarbakır
	Kulp
	10/4/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Southeast

	111
	C.K
	11
	F
	Bingöl
	Yayladere
	9/12/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	112
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Bitlis
	Şexcıman
	9/10/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	113
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Bitlis
	Şexcıman
	9/10/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	114
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Mardin
	Kızıltepe
	8/30/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Southeast

	115
	B.T
	11
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	7/28/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Southeast

	116
	E.Ç
	17
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Bağlar
	7/28/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Southeast

	117
	O.D
	12
	M
	Van
	Başkale
	7/23/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	118
	M.D
	11
	M
	Van
	Başkale
	7/23/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	119
	A.Y
	12
	M
	Ağrı
	Doğubayazıt
	7/12/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	120
	H.A
	13
	M
	Hakkari
	Çukurca
	6/21/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	121
	E.Ö
	     8
	F
	Bitlis
	Hizan
	4/4/2012
	INJURED
	2012
	Eastern Anatolia

	122
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	11/19/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast

	123
	NO NAME
	Child
	U
	Şırnak
	Cizre
	11/19/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast

	124
	A.K
	11
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	10/16/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast

	125
	İ.E
	11
	M
	Şırnak
	Silopi
	10/16/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast

	126
	M.A
	11
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Centrum
	7/11/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast

	127
	M.S.K
	10
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Ergani
	6/20/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast

	128
	D.P
	Child
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Çermik
	6/7/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast

	129
	İ.A
	Child
	M
	Diyarbakır
	Çermik
	6/7/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast

	130
	A.A
	12
	U
	Muş
	Centrum
	4/24/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Eastern Anatolia

	131
	R.Ö
	15
	M
	Bitlis
	Hizan
	4/22/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Eastern Anatolia

	132
	M.D
	10
	M
	Ağrı
	Patnos
	4/16/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Eastern Anatolia

	133
	S.D
	     8
	M
	Ağrı
	Patnos
	4/16/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Eastern Anatolia

	134
	M.E.$
	     8
	M
	Hakkari
	Şemdinli
	4/13/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Eastern Anatolia

	135
	K.A
	      17
	M
	Siirt
	Pervari
	1/17/2011
	INJURED
	2011
	Southeast
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As evident from the data pertaining to the children who died or were injured due to mines and unexploded ordnances, the mines are mostly at East and Southeast Anatolia Regions, violating the rights to life, physical integrity, development, play and environment of the children living in these regions. Because of these reasons, the state must comply with its positive and negative obligations, and clear the inner regions that were not demined, not being limited to the border areas cleared by means of tenders or with the mine clearing projects of the European Union.

Even the most basic rights of children to live in a healthy environment, develop and play are violated because of the mines and unexploded ordnances. Since the mined terrains and unexploded ordnances have reached a dimension that restricts the playgrounds for children and prevents the children from living in a healthy environment, the children die, are injured or lose their limbs and become disabled due to their exposure to mine explosions and the effects of unexploded ordnances while enjoying their basic rights like playing, or during their daily activities.
Non-Prosecuted Files at Diyarbakır Province

Based on the data available to Center for Rights of the Child of Diyarbakır Bar Association, only 4 files could be found as the result of the research carried out for investigating the files of children whose rights were violated due to hits by armored vehicles in Diyarbakır province.

The children named E.K., R.D. and M.A. were injured due to hits by armored vehicles. As the result of the investigation files opened about the perpetrators, decisions of non-prosecution were given. E.Ç. was also injured due to a hit by an armored vehicle, and a warrant of permanent search was issued in the investigation started about the perpetrator.

One of the greatest problems during the examination of the files was that it was not possible to reach these files based only on the names and surnames of the children, whose citizenship numbers were not available. The other hindrances were that the files were moved to the archives, that the secretarial officers responded negatively to our requests to examine these files, and that our demands to examine the files were rejected without legal grounds. The verbal rejection of these demands results in ineffectiveness of the legal remedies to be employed against these decisions of rejection.

About the Policy of Impunity
The concept of impunity refers to failing to investigate or prosecute because of the legislation or practices, to failing to implement the investigation and prosecution processes properly, to the injustice or non-enforcement of the decision made as the result of these processes, or in short, to the immunity from punishment of the perpetrators of human rights violations. The tendencies of the political powers and the ongoing approaches of public officers on the course of such tendencies are the decisive factors for the practice of impunity. Taken together with the non-independence of the judiciary power, the emerging practice results in a setting where the human rights violations that occur due to the arbitrary treatments by the public officers are considered legitimate, and where the perpetrators are protected with impunity.

In the trial proceedings where the perpetrators are public officers, the shallowness of the prosecution phase appears as another aspect of the practice of impunity. The problems we determined with respect to the shallowness of the prosecution phase are the points such as the lack of any efforts for revealing the material fact, which is the main objective of the criminal procedure, the rejection of most of the demands of the intervening parties and claimant’s attorneys without any grounds, the insufficient examination of the claims included in the files, the non-inclusion in the file of the documents requested from the law enforcement agencies, and non-inclusion of the persons in the chain of command in the files as defendants.

The practices such as not conducting a disciplinary investigation about the perpetrators who are public officers and not relieving them of their duties, and the relevant agencies’ negligence to respond to the warrants issued by the courts or to provide complete and correct answers, not only show that the relevant public agencies act with an approach that protects their staff, but also lead to evidence tampering and destruction of evidence, and thus lead to circumstances that pave the way for impunity.

The passive and inefficient actions of the judiciary during the trial proceedings and their reluctance to demand arrest for the defendants or their tendency to reject the demands on this course, show that they tend to protect the perpetrators.

While the perpetrators’ stay in office should be a reason for arrest with respect to the probability of tampering with evidence, on the contrary, it is put forward by the prosecutor’s office as a reason for the demand for release pending trial. In addition, excluding the perpetrators from hearings is a result of the approach in favor of the perpetrator, and a requisite of the practice of impunity.

It was observed during the hearings that the perpetrators argue their case with a tendency to accuse the victims, and exhibit relieved manners. The failure of the perpetrators to appear at the trial proceedings result in the failure to question the perpetrator who is not present at the hearing, and thus leads to the procrastination of the trial proceedings.

All these circumstances indicate that the points we listed above, which lay the grounds for impunity, empower the perpetrators, make them feel safe, and make them think that their actions were legitimate.


About the Prohibition of Discrimination

Discrimination is “any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference, which has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by all persons, on an equal footing, of all rights or freedoms”. Pursuant to the national and international legislations, the States are responsible to respect and to ensure to all individuals subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the relevant legislations, without distinction of any kind.

According to Article 10 of the Constitution, everyone is equal before the law without distinction as to language, race, color, sex, political opinion, philosophical belief, religion and sect, or any such grounds. Similarly, the basic principles in the Law No. 5395 on Protection of Children are protecting the interests and well-being of the child, and not subjecting the child or his/her family to discrimination due to any reason. One of the basic principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is the prohibition of discrimination. The principle on non-discrimination regulated in Article 2 of the Convention is also important with respect to the children’s right to live in a healthy environment and right to play. Accordingly, “States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status”.

The State is responsible for considering the children as an individuals, and for respecting their right to live in a healthy environment and right to play, for providing age-appropriate and equal opportunities to all children, and for ensuring the children’s access to play. Pursuant to the prohibition of discrimination, it is necessary to challenge the judgments that hinder the right to live in a healthy environment and the right to play of children living at conflict regions, to build appropriate playgrounds, and to make spatial and social arrangements for their enjoyment of the right to play. It is necessary to provide equal opportunities for children, and to promote the access to these rights of disadvantaged children, such as poor, disabled, female and detained children, and children who are under treatment or live at conflict regions.

Every child has the rights to live in a healthy environment, to develop and to play. However, as it is evident in the tables in the report, the exposure of the children living especially at East and Southeast Anatolia Regions to intense rights violations is not a coincidence, but an indicator that the State does not comply with the prohibition of discrimination with respect to East and Southeast Anatolia Regions. The children are exposed to discriminative practices carried out by the hand of the State, and thus their rights to live in a healthy environment, to develop and to play are violated. The State is required to comply with its positive and negative obligations without any discrimination on the basis of the places of settlement, identities or the socio-cultural status of the children, to desist from its policy of impunity that stems from discrimination, and to provide for the impartial and independent execution of the trial proceedings.

The rights violations that are the subject of the prohibition of discrimination are not observed throughout Turkey, but they are specific to some regions. According to the data in the report, the violations of the rights of the children due to mines, unexploded ordnances and armored vehicles systemically occur especially at the provinces in East and Southeast Anatolia Regions, where the conflicts are intense. This circumstance must be considered in the scope of the violation of the prohibition of discrimination, which is defined in national and international legal instruments. The established passive practices of the national and international judicial authorities regarding the violations of prohibition of discrimination exacerbate the problem. Yet, when establishing a practice or taking an action, the administrative authorities are required to pay regard to the prohibition of discrimination and to develop protective and preventive policies regarding this matter. Parallel to this, the national and international judicial authorities are required to address the prohibition of discrimination thoroughly when carrying out their assessments. It is observed that ignoring the regional conditions and the passive attitude of the judiciary violate the prohibition of discrimination per se.


SUGGESTIONS

As a result of the security policies of the State, the incidents of death and injury due to armored vehicles, mines and unexploded ordnances have increased;

1-  The State must urgently fulfill its obligation to clear mines, which was undertaken pursuant to Ottawa Convention.

2-  The legal arrangements and practices regarding the clearing of mines must be carried out by acknowledging that the mines are an environmental and human rights violation problem, and not be reduced to a problem of tender or land reclamation.

3-  The mine clearing actions must be carried out through a planned and urgent process, and the public must be informed about and be able to supervise this process.

4-  The mined terrains must be marked and closed to the passage of civilians to prevent damages that might arise from the existing mines during the course of the mine clearing process.

5-  Especially at the schools in the rural areas, where mined terrains are dense or which are close to the mined terrains, the children must be trained on the protection against risks due to the mines and unexploded ordnances.

6-  Primarily, the Regulations on Highway Traffic must be amended to prohibit the use of armored vehicles in cities, or if not possible, the use of armored vehicles in cities must be minimized, and the armored vehicles must comply with the legal speed limits specified for urban areas.

7-  The law enforcement officers who drive the armored vehicles must possess the licenses and certificated required for driving these vehicles, and complete the training courses related with these.

8-  In order for the law enforcement officers who drive the armored vehicles (which are actually tools of war and conflict with regards to their intended use) to preserve their ties with social reality, they must be supported psychosocially.

9-  The health facilities located at regions where the mines and unexploded ordnances are dense must be supported with respect to personnel and equipment.

10-  Prosthesis and rehabilitation centers must be established for children injured due to mines, war-conflict wastes and armored vehicles.

11-  The procedures regarding the fitting and renewal of the prosthesis must be completely free, and acknowledging that the children grow rapidly, the replacement period must be determined according to the needs, not dependent on a certain period.

12-  Policies must be developed to respond to the economic and social support needs of the children harmed by mines, unexploded ordnances and armored vehicles.

13-  Regarding the criminal court files related with the children who died or injured due to mines, unexploded ordnances and armored vehicles, the investigation and prosecution procedures regarding the perpetrators must be carried out effectively, and the judiciary must abandon the practice of impunity.

The presence of the mines, unexploded ordnances and armored vehicles violate the children’s rights to live in a healthy environment and to play. Taking our suggestions into consideration and including these suggestions into practices may provide a ground for the solution of the problem. In this case, a point indicated at the beginning of the report needs to be reemphasized:

There shall not be a priority or hierarchy among the rights. As well as the right to life, the existence of all other rights and freedoms is also required for the child to enjoy a healthy and ideal childhood period. Every child has the right to be a child, to live and to develop. The ideal childhood is the circumstances in which the rights of the child under the Convention on the Rights of the Child are fully respected and implemented.
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