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Emphasis in bold added 
[bookmark: _Toc495069924]Article 2 and Article 16 
[bookmark: _Toc495069925]Migration-related torture and ill-treatment
“Meanwhile, serious incidents are reported more frequently along the external borders of the Schengen area. Allegations of ill-treatment and excessive use of force have emerged, for example, from Hungary, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy and Spain. Although not covered by this data collection, recent reports also concern Croatia.” (FRA, Current migration situation in the EU: Torture, trauma and its possible impact on drug use, February 2017, p. 8)
“Several incidents are also reported from Bulgaria and Greece. In Bulgaria, in October 2015, an Afghan asylum seeker was shot dead by Bulgarian police after crossing the Bulgarian-Turkish border. Some of the perpetrators are now under investigation. Last year, the media also reported on several vigilante groups detaining and abusing asylum seekers and migrants close to the Bulgarian-Turkish border. This includes the group ‘Vasil Levski’, a union of former police and military force trainees.”  (FRA, Current migration situation in the EU: Torture, trauma and its possible impact on drug use, February 2017, p. 8)
[bookmark: _Toc495069926]Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in police custody and pre-trial detention
The three Framework Decisions [on transfer of prisoners, probation and alternative sanctions, and the ESO] partly share and partly have individual overarching goals. In general, the instruments seek to promote social rehabilitation and, apart from the Framework Decision on transfer of prisoners, also promote alternatives to detention, as well as the protection of crime victims and the public in general. The fundamental rights-links to these concepts include explicit provisions calling for a minimal use of detention, especially pre-trial, as well as the prohibition of torture and degrading treatment. (FRA, Criminal detention and alternatives: fundamental rights aspects in EU cross-border transfers, November 2016, p. 12)
As of 1 May 2016, Bulgaria and Ireland had not fully implemented the Framework Decision on transfer of prisoners (implementation processes are ongoing in both countries). For the Framework Decision on probation and alternative sanctions, only Ireland had not completed implementation, but this is pending (the United Kingdom is not taking part). Twenty-three EU Member States had implemented the Framework Decision on the ESO, with an additional three (Cyprus, Ireland, and Luxembourg) being in the process of implementation and two (Belgium and Bulgaria) having yet to implement it. (FRA, Criminal detention and alternatives: fundamental rights aspects in EU cross-border transfers, November 2016, p. 27)
[bookmark: _Toc495069927]Article 3 
[bookmark: _Toc495069928]Non-refoulement 
“In Bulgaria, Denmark and Sweden, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) provided unofficial estimates on victims of torture identified among asylum applicants in 2016. In Bulgaria, three victims were tortured in their countries of origin and two or three persons were subjected to sexual violence and exploitation by smugglers.” (FRA, Current migration situation in the EU: Torture, trauma and its possible impact on drug use, February 2017, p. 3-4)
“As with victims of torture, the EU Member States covered do not collect statistics on how many asylum seekers or migrants are severely traumatised or suffer from posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Existing data mainly originate from civil society organisations and their collection is not systematic. (…) In Bulgaria, between April and September 2016, the Nadja Centre provided consultations to 250-300 persons, out of whom 20-30 were diagnosed with PTSD.” (FRA, Current migration situation in the EU: Torture, trauma and its possible impact on drug use, February 2017, p. 4) 
“Some countries use special questionnaires to identify victims of torture and other abuse, such as the PROTECT questionnaire (Bulgaria, Hungary, Spain, and, in the frame of a 2014-2015 project, France). This questionnaire was developed as part of a project to identify specific categories of vulnerable persons, such as persons who have been subjected to torture, rape or other forms of severe psychological, physical or sexual violence. It intends to ensure that such people receive the necessary treatment for the damages caused by those acts. The questionnaire consists of 10 questions on psychological vulnerability and on the most important psychological problems resulting from severe trauma.” (FRA, Current migration situation in the EU: Torture, trauma and its possible impact on drug use, February 2017, p. 7)
“The manner in which victims of torture or traumatised persons are informed about their options also varies. (…)Language barriers can often prevent victims from receiving necessary care. Information regarding access to care is in principle given to victims in a language which they understand or through interpreters – for example, in Slovakia, Austria, and Hungary. (…)In Bulgaria, the Nadia Centre reported that a number of newly appointed interpreters and social mediators lack the necessary knowledge and skills to deal with such delicate situations and may actually hamper the proper provision of psychological care.” (FRA, Current migration situation in the EU: Torture, trauma and its possible impact on drug use, February 2017, p. 14)
“FRA also explored to what extent victims of torture or severely traumatised persons display signs of drug dependence. Limited information on the link between trauma and drug use emerged. Drug problems among asylum applicants and migrants have been given little attention so far. However, it affects a number of young people, including children, and creates safety risks for others in reception facilities. (…)In 2016, three cases of illicit drug dependence were identified in Bulgaria and a number of cases were identified in Hungary, which variously relate to asylum applicants/migrants. “(FRA, Current migration situation in the EU: Torture, trauma and its possible impact on drug use, February 2017, p. 14-15)
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