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Distinguished Experts of the Committee against Torture,

On behalf of the Government of Greenland, it is an honour to address you as we begin this important dialogue on our obligations under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Greenland as a self-governing country, consisting of a population of 56.700 persons, spanning an enormous territory which makes up the entire island of Greenland – or Kalaallit Nunaat – as is the proper name in our own language, is deeply committed to human rights and fundamental freedoms. The commitments of the Government of Greenland (Naalakkersuisut) which is formed in by a two-party coalition, is clearly stated in its coalition agreement: “The work and efforts of the coalition shall build upon and defend/ protect international human rights”. 
 
Naalakkersuisut’s allegiance to that of promoting and protecting human rights, is also a reflection of the general public awareness of the importance of human rights. An awareness that has increased immensely in conjunction with the establishment of Greenland’s own Council for Human Rights in 2013. Another reflection of my government’s commitments is that its proposal for a law on equality and the prohibition of discrimination on any grounds is now on the agenda for this current session of our Parliament – Inatsisartut, and is expected to be adopted early next week.

Specifically, for this Convention against Torture, it also means that there is an increasing understanding and knowledge that this Convention, (which of course also has been translated into Kalaallisut) also applies to contexts beyond the law enforcement and justice sector and thus to contexts that are under the competence of the Government of Greenland. With this short introduction, I look forward to engage in dialogue and respond to questions from the distinguished experts on matters pertaining to my government’s obligations.

Qujanaq!
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