


Submission to 104th Session of CERD Committee on the Netherlands
Utrecht, 18th of July 2021 

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to you in the capacity of chairwoman of the India ki Rasta Foundation from Utrecht/Netherlands. 
I have been as active advocacy coordinator of local Roma organisations for almost 20 years and I have set up the Roma Advocacy Network in which these organisations are united in working together on common issues like combatting antigypsyism and statelessness.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  https://www.statelessness.eu/about/members  
She is advocacy coordinator of Roma Utrecht & Roma Advocacy Network Netherlands. Her experience is built on the help given in individual cases as well on the political lobbying conducted on the statelessness issue. Next to this, grassroots mobilisation and community engagement are focused on including raising awareness on the effects of antigypsyism related to statelessness. She is active at local, national and European level.] 


My submission contains the current situation of Roma in the Netherlands. I am reflecting mainly on the matters of antigypsyism and statelessness because these are the main obstacles for equal participation and inclusion of Roma in the Netherlands. Next to this, another main reason is the misinformation on Roma being spread by certain (commercial) consultants who claim to be so-called “Roma-experts” and third parties related to them. This creates a distorted picture which is harmful for Roma and the efforts Romani community members make to participate and to be included. 

In this submission I would like to mention that the DENK political party in Dutch Parliament is the only party which has been supportive to our combat against antigypsyism, which is a fierce form of racial discrimination against Romani people, statelessness and any other kind of injustice. [footnoteRef:2] Thanks to Mr. Selçuk Öztürk, former MP of DENK, antigypsyism was politically recognised in October 2020 in the Netherlands. This was more than 75 years after the Roma Genocide/Roma Holocaust – Samudaripen – of the Second World War.  [2:  https://www.tweedekamer.nl/kamerstukken/detail?id=2020Z19122&did=2020D41255

] 


I would like to add more to my submission and to speak about my submission. 
Many thanks. Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully, 




Statelessness among Roma in the Netherlands is still a major issue which is also intertwined with antigypsyism. Roma who have been living in the country lawfully for many years, of which some already for over 40 years, still have difficulty in accessing Dutch nationality and are often being sent away at municipal registry offices when they want to apply for the Dutch nationality. This happens to people of different generations which means that also young generations of Roma inherit the status of statelessness or are being at risk. According to Dutch law it is supposed that from the third generation children can obtain for the Dutch nationality but in common practice they are confronted with bureaucratic obstacles and also antigypsyism within institutions. 
The Netherlands has ratified several (international) treaties but still there is no progress in preventing and solving the issue of statelessness among Roma. In contrary, the situation has worsened. It has never been a priority in the first place for the Dutch government to tackle this serious matter as numerous people are excluded from equal rights. Political participation is impossible because they do not have voting rights from the start hence no role is possible in the political process. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there has been no real attention from the Government for the issue whereas recently around 11.000 people luckily received the Dutch nationality through support of Parliament but Roma were not taken into account thus left out until now.[footnoteRef:3] Only the DENK party (political party with migrant background) supports Roma and their actions against statelessness and antigypsyism. This party has implemented both these main issues in their election programme 2021 – 2025.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  https://www.everaert.nl/en/news/58-nieuws-nationaliteit-en/1222-pardon-permit-holders-to-get-dutch-passport-at-last
]  [4:  https://ergonetwork.org/category/members/roma-utrecht/
] 

Roma grassroots representatives [footnoteRef:5]are working together with their network partners of other (European and international) NGO’s including supporters from politics, schools and universities.  [5:  https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/blog/it-not-just-paperwork-it-human-work-recognising-and-supporting-role-grassroots
] 

Dutch national policy on Roma is still focused on repressive measures in the frame of the so-called National Roma Integration Strategy instead of inclusive measures.[footnoteRef:6] However, politically Netherlands carries out a decentralized policy so there are main differences at local level with respect to repressive measures contra inclusive measures. For example the municipality of Utrecht focuses on inclusion of ethnic minorities like Roma whereas in other cities like Enschede, Ede and Nieuwegein where Roma communities live the focus is on repressive measures against Roma families. The problem with general repressive measures within the NRIS against Roma is that is executed from a racist perspective and that is stigmatising which damages the position of Roma and their initiatives.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  https://cps.ceu.edu/article/2020-01-30/roma-civil-society-netherlands-must-first-do-no-harm-when-implementing-inclusion
]  [7:  https://cps.ceu.edu/sites/cps.ceu.edu/files/attachment/basicpage/3034/rcm-civil-society-monitoring-report-2-netherlands-2018-eprint-fin-2.pdf
] 

Unfortunately in cities where repressive measures are still taking place, Roma individuals are being put in the frontlines to execute the repressive measures under the guise of “creating bridges”. This way Roma families are at greater risk losing their children to (state) institutions if they do not cooperate with certain organisations because community members are being put up against each other. Netherlands has a massive problem regarding institutional racism, which in cases is visible as well as non-visible, I hereby refer to the Child benefit scandal.[footnoteRef:8] Until now not anything has been really resolved if at all and it is sad to mention that even now some people affected by this have committed suicide. This scandal which has been going for many years and which is still ongoing, has affected a majority of parents with a double nationality and another different ethnic background than (originally) Dutch.  [8:  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/14/dutch-government-faces-collapse-over-child-benefits-scandal
] 

Until today there is still an ongoing discussion about this between Roma grassroots, advocacy and their supporters which do not agree with the repressive line of policy and between the ministries which is for one due to the institutional antigypsyism and also due to the fact to the spread of misinformation on Roma by third parties. 

From grassroots’ perspective the main issues which need to be tackled are statelessness and antigypsyism. Although we might for example never eradicate the deep-rooted antigysyism in (state) institutions and within society we have to try and act against it because it is a severe form of racism which affects many people’s lives, like accessing health services. [footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://www.statelessness.eu/main-search?site_search=health+report+
] 

Starting with education for young generations and strengthening networks are important actions being taken by Roma grassroots, advocacy and their supporters whilst combatting together against this injustice. 

My first recommendations:
1. Include Roma grassroots and advocacy equally at all levels, in consultative bodies, decision-making bodies and connect with Roma representation directly and not indirectly. Put genuine good candidates from a Romani background at key positions.
2. Local Roma grassroots organisations should have access to EU-funding for small-scale local initiatives which are supported by local communities.
3. Work together with experienced Roma advocates and give them they the respect they deserve since they are the ones who are in the frontlines day by day often as volunteers and with little resources. Roma advocates should be supported by the EU. 
4. Support local educational programmes initiated by Roma grassroots for schools and universities.
5. Confer with (local) Roma grassroots and advocacy regularly and ask the experienced Roma advocates and representatives how to set this up. 



