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Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Dear colleagues and friends, I will provide a summary of the highlights of our session.
The 114th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination took place between the 25th of November and 13th of December 2024. We were pleased that all our members except one were able to attend in person.
During this 114th session, we conducted six country reviews under Article 9 of the Convention. We examined Armenia, Ecuador, Greece, Kenya, Monaco, and Saudi Arabia. We thank all the delegations who were present in Geneva and engaged in interactive dialogues with the Committee; as well as the Country Rapporteurs and Co-Rapporteurs who led these discussions and contributed to the drafting and adoption of the final Concluding Observations. All concluding observations are available on the webpage of CERD for this session.
	The Committee would like to express its appreciation to the National Human Rights Institutions of Armenia, Ecuador, Greece, Kenya for submitting written reports and to the NHRIs of Greece and Kenya for being available to provide further updates during the session.

The Committee expresses a special thanks to all the civil society, victims and human rights defenders from all States parties who contributed essential information to the reviews with their reports and briefings during the session.

At the Public Opening, a speech was delivered by Ms. Sara Hamood, Representative of the Secretary-General and Chief of the Anti-Racial Discrimination Section of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
In summary, Ms. Hamood highlighted the Committee’s important work and its contributions to promoting and protecting the human rights of all people without discrimination. She recalled the upcoming 60th anniversary of the ICERD, in 2025, as an opportunity to generate greater political will and action to fight racial discrimination. 
When discussing recent developments related to the Committee’s mandate, she highlighted, inter alia, that the fourth report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on racial justice and equality for Africans and people of African descent focused on key elements of intersectionality as an essential framework to combat systemic racism and confront legacies of enslavement and colonialism.
Ms. Hamood recalled that 2024 marks the final year of the International Decade for People of African Descent. She highlighted that the report of the Secretary-General to the 79th session of the General Assembly on the programme of activities for the implementation of the International Decade shows how the International Decade contributed to the progressive consolidation of an international agenda for people of African descent, while also recognizing the remaining gaps to ensure that all people of African descent can fully and effectively enjoy all their human rights. She also noted that the High Commissioner has called for the proclamation of a Second International Decade, which must drive even greater efforts and decisive actions to address long-standing issues, as well as contemporary challenges.
Finally, regarding matters affecting the treaty body system, Ms. Hamood reminded us of the challenges of this past year, especially how the liquidity crisis has hampered the planning and implementation of the treaty bodies’ work. She assured us that the OHCHR is calling on all stakeholders to strengthen the treaty body system and ensure that the Committee and the other treaty bodies have the necessary resources to implement their mandates.


Lists of Issues Prior to Reporting and Follow-up Report
	During the 114th session, the Committee adopted lists of issues prior to reporting under the simplified reporting procedure for 3 countries, Côte d'Ivoire, Malawi, and the Seychelles. We thank the Country rapporteurs and members for their work. 

	The Committee also adopted the follow-up report for Portugal. We thank the follow-up Rapporteur, Ms. Tlakula, for her work in monitoring the States parties’ compliance with the Committee’s requests for information on the implementation of some relevant paragraphs contained in each of its concluding observations. 

Early Warning and Urgent Action Procedure
Under its Early Warning and Urgent Action Procedure, the Committee adopted a Decision on the conflict between Israel and the State of Palestine on the 12 of December 2024.  The Committee considered 21 submissions and in addition to the Decision it also endorsed 6 letters to States Parties assessed under this procedure.  We thank the members of the Working Group and its Coordinator, Mr. Guisse, for their important work which required regular inter-sessional consultations.



Ad Hoc Conciliation Commission 
[bookmark: _Hlk184992580]During this session, the Committee also appointed me (Ms.Chung) as follow-up Rapporteur for the implementation of the recommendations made by the Ad Hoc Conciliation Commission in its report in the case of State of Palestine v. Israel. The ad hoc Commission’s report is available on the website of the Committee.

Individual Communications
	Mr. Chair, I would like to report that this session the Working Group of the Committee also continued the examination of one individual communication received under Article 14 of the Convention. The Working Group addressed a set of questions to the authors of the communication with the aim to establish recent facts which are important for the examination of the case.  We thank the members of the Working Group and its Coordinator, Ms. Stavrinaki, for their important work.


General recommendations 
This session the Committee, together with the Committee on Migrant Workers, pursued their joint work towards the elaboration of a joint General Recommendation on addressing xenophobia and its impact on the rights of migrants, their families and other non-citizens affected by racial discrimination. During the intersessional period, global and regional in-person consultations were held in Geneva, Bangkok, Panama, Toronto, Texas and Dakar.  During CERD’s 114th session, the two Committees held two joint in-person meetings to continue the work and to discuss the next steps towards adopting the joint general comment/recommendation. We thank the Rapporteur Mr. Guisse and the other members who are supporting this work. 

The Next Session
The next session of the Committee is planned to take place between 22 April and 09 May 2025. The following States Parties reports are scheduled for review: Gabon, Guatemala, Kyrgyzstan, Mauritius, Republic of Korea, and Ukraine. All information including the proposed programme of work for the 115th session is available on the CERD webpage for the 115th session. I invite all stakeholders to keep visiting this webpage for updated information and documents. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman 

