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El Movimiento Nacional Ambientalista Frente a la Minería Industrial (MONAFMI), 
el Centro Alexander von Humboldt, and the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL)

Executive Summary

In recent years, extractive activities have contributed to serious violations of Nicaraguans’ human rights. Recent modifications to the legal framework regulating mining in Nicaragua have served to weaken the environmental and social standards governing the sector, increase state control over natural resources, and undermine the freedom of expression of affected Nicaraguans. At the same time, the expansion of extractive projects has led to serious social conflicts, especially given the lack of transparency and access to information regarding the concessions process, as well as the continual repression faced by human rights defenders who have expressed opposition to these activities due to their destructive impacts.  In this context, we consider that the supposed benefits of mining activity are far outweighed by the risks that these operations pose to Nicaraguans’ lives and livelihoods, as well as to fundamental resources such as land, forests, and water.

It is in light of the foregoing that the undersigned organizations present this parallel report to the Committee for the purpose of sharing information of relevance to two issues in particular, both of which were included in the Committee’s List of Issues for the fifth periodic review of Nicaragua.

First, we describe the situation of environmental and human rights defenders in Nicaragua, a topic about which the Committee requested that the State of Nicaragua provide information, per No. 4 of its List of Issues. We note that the State of Nicaragua has increasingly criminalized and militarized the regions of the country where mining exploration and operations are underway. Among the regions where repression has been most intense is La India, in the Nicaraguan Department of León, where the British company Condor Gold intends to operate one of the largest gold mining projects in all of Nicaragua. This company has encouraged the militarization of the La India community through the use of police, private security agents, and undercover agents, in order to be able to continue with its mine exploration activities unimpeded. In this section, we highlight the specific examples of the intimidation, harassment, criminalization, and other reprisals faced by defender Olman Salazar and his family, whose situation is emblematic of the severe challenges faced by many defenders in Nicaragua.

Based on the information in the first section of this parallel report, we urge the Committee to:

1. Express its concern regarding: the acts of violence, threats, criminalization, and other forms of reprisals that have been faced by defenders of economic, social, cultural, and environmental rights in Nicaragua in recent years, as well as the trend in Nicaragua toward violent confrontation, use of force, and criminalization of those who express opposition to the social and environmental impacts of extractive projects in particular, including in areas where mining exploration and operations are occurring, such as in Santa Cruz de la India.

2. Recommend that the State of Nicaragua: adopt a comprehensive policy for the protection of environmental and human rights defenders, which combats impunity in such cases by investigating threats, acts of harassment, intimidation, and violence and by sanctioning those responsible for such acts; refrain from intimidating, harassing, or criminalizing environmental and human rights defenders; and establish a normative framework at the national level for the protection of environmental defenders, which incorporates the standards of international law, the Inter-American Human Rights system, and the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Second, we address the negative impacts that extractive projects in Nicaragua have had for the environment and for human rights, including the right to water, a topic about which the Committee requested that the State of Nicaragua provide information, per No. 24 of its List of Issues. In this regard, we note that the State of Nicaragua has failed to take adequate measures to prevent the destructive effects of extractive activities. We describe the La India Mine project as a paradigmatic example of this issue, given the foreseeable destruction that this project would cause for the biodiversity and ecosystems of the surrounding region. In addition, the project is expected to lead to significant depletion of sources of groundwater, thus jeopardizing the right to water for the entire community of Santa Cruz de la India. 

Based on the information in the second section of this parallel report, we urge the Committee to:

1. Express its concern regarding: the negative impacts that mining projects and other extractive activities have had in Nicaragua in recent years; and include an explicit reference to the La India Mine, in light of the fact that this project is an emblematic example of this phenomenon in Nicaragua, given that it represents one of the largest gold mining projects in all of Nicaragua, with severe ramifications for the rights of affected persons, including their right to live in a healthy environment and the right to water.

2. Recommend that the State of Nicaragua: reconsider extractive activities, such as the exploration and operation of the mining project in Santa Cruz de la India, given the negative impacts of such activities on human rights, including the right to water, of the affected communities and the Nicaraguan population; comply with the legal framework for the right to access to information, participation, and consultation, particularly when it comes to state decisions related to natural resources management; and establish mechanisms for transparency and participation in the processes of concession, evaluation, inspection, and environmental monitoring.

For more information, please contact:

Olman Onel Salazar Umanzor
Coordinador, Movimiento Comunal Santa Cruz de La India
uolmanonel@yahoo.com | +505 8939 2001

Heizel Torrez
Oficial de Minería, Centro Alexander von Humboldt
heizel.torrez@humboldt.org.ni | +505 8387 6023

Carla García Zendejas
Senior Attorney, Center for International Environmental Law
cgarcia@ciel.org | +1 202 374 2550
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