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Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the Committee
Distinguished representatives, representatives of INGOs and intergovernmental organizations

21st October 2019 
Today, I am pleased to address the steps taken by the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) authorities to issue several legislations and regulations with the goal to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women and creating an equal society for both genders. The law against domestic violence in the Kurdistan region of Iraq no (8) of (2011) along with many other governmental decrees and amendments to previous laws guarantee the rights of women in all aspects of life. The draft constitution of the Kurdistan region of Iraq and the two laws (No. 2 and No. 4 of 2009) of Kurdistan National Assembly (Parliament) on the elections of parliament and provincial councils in the region have determined that the percentage of women's representation should not be less than (30%) of the number of its members.
The Parliament of the Kurdistan Region issued its new rules of procedure on (17/7/2018), which stipulated that the presidential body of the parliament (the President and the two Deputies) should include at least one woman.  After the elections of 30/9/2018 members of parliament elected the first female speaker of the Kurdistan Region Parliament. Another female from the Turkmen component was elected as the Second Deputy Speaker of the Parliament. Moreover in the current government the ninth cabinet, women have received three ministerial positions.
In the judicial sector, the new Law of the Judicial Authority in the Region (No. 7 of 2009) was legislated. Accordingly, there are: (30) Female Judges, (56) Public Prosecutors. In 2014, 13 female judges and prosecutors graduated out of 41 graduates. 12 female judges and prosecutors graduated in 2015 from a total of 35 graduates. During the third session of 2018, 28 women out of 60 were admitted to the Judicial Institute. 31 female judges were appointed to the courts of appeal and there are (289) femaleassistant judicial investigators
To ensure the protection and enhancement of women's rights in the region, there are several specialized institutions and departments acting in the field including the followings: More than (150) civil society organizations for women in the Kurdistan region, (5) Shelters for women exposed to violence, Directorate General for Social Reform, Directorate General for Welfare and Social Development, The High Council for Women’s Affairs and the General Directorate for Combating Violence against Women and the Family in the Ministry of Interior, which consists of (6) directorates and (28) offices in districts and sub-districts in addition to its offices in refugee and IDP  camps. In this context, a hotline was opened on 3rd of March 2016 with the number (119) to help raise awareness and reduce violence against women with the assistance of (UNFPA). This line is open for (24) hours, the cost of establishing this hot line reached (150) thousand dollars. 

With regard to the national strategy to combat violence against women, the strategy was updated for 10 years from (2017 to 2027) in the areas of justice, prevention, protection and care. The Government also adopted the strategy of the Kurdistan Region Vision for year (2014-2020), which considers achieving gender equality among its top priorities. In line with the principle of creating equality, the region has taken serious steps in the areas of: combating domestic violence, reducing early marriage, and combating female genital mutilation.  Furthermore the Ministry of Health started the health education program to reduce the percentage of female genital mutilation since 2010, which had an obvious impact on the reduction of the rate of Female Genital Mutilation (Female Circumcision).

Ladies and gentlemen...
In the field of health, the regional government adopted the strategy of maternal and child health (2018-2022), providing services to women in particular through health centers, which reaches (238) centers and provide free services for pregnant women, in addition to the presence of many private facilities such as:
· (7) Maternity hospitals with maternity departments in public hospitals and (20) health units.
· Multiple women's hospitals have been opened by the private sector in cooperation with the government.
· (16) Specialized centers to raise awareness about marriage and conduct all the necessary tests before marriage to ensure the health of new couples such as hepatitis, thalassemia, cyclone anemia and AIDS.
· (3) Specialized centers for the early detection of breast cancer.
· Allocating 12 health centers to receive women exposed to violence.
The regional government has provided shelters for women who are exposed to violence, these cases are received by the order of judges specialized in combating violence against women, the number of women admitted until April of this year was as follows: Erbil (23) cases, Sulaymaniyah (40) cases, Duhok (15) cases, besides the citizens of the region, these shelters also receive refugee and IDP women especially those with disabilities and special needs without any discrimination in terms of nationality, religion or language, there are now many refugee and IDP women in these shelters as follows: Sulaymaniyah (17) displaced women, Erbil (10) displaced women and (18) refugees and foreigners of different nationalities, Duhok (15) displaced women.
In the field of media, the Kurdistan Regional Government provided women with the opportunity to perform their roles to the fullest, According to the statistics of the Kurdistan Journalists Syndicate, the number of female journalists in the Syndicate is (1500) members, (13) franchisee, (17) Editor-in-Chief, two female journalists have been appointed as officials of the Kurdistan Journalists Syndicate in Dohuk and Khanaqin. There are two women members in the administrative body of the union in addition to the formation of a committee to defend the rights of female journalists in the union board.
As for the security field, the number of female police under the specialized anti violence against women units in the Ministry of Interior is (882). The number of females in the Divan and all the departments of the Ministry of Interior is (2522).
Mr. Chairman
In the field of education, the KRG has developed a solid educational plan to increase girls' enrollment in education, such as:
· Combating illiteracy, many schools have been opened for orphans in addition to literacy centers. The number of women participants and beneficiaries reached (55.4%).
· Accelerated education: specialized for those students who had dropped out of school previously. The number of beneficiaries during the year (2015 - 2016) reached (2506) students.
· The number of schools for girls increased from 575 in 2015 to 636 in 2016.
· The percentage of girls in the last five years in the educational stages:  kindergarten (50%), elementary schools (47%), junior high school (51%), vocational (36%), institutes (31%) and accelerated education (29%).
· The number of female students and teachers for the academic year (2018-2019) is as follows: (922,648) students, meaning (51.72%) of the total number of students. Also, training and rehabilitation courses have been opened for more than 12,000 teachers to cultivate the culture of gender equality. The number of female teachers reached (73,769), meaning 57.70% of the total number of teachers.
· The number of displaced and refugee girls reached (12531) girls in middle school and (1078) in high school. 
In the higher education and scientific research sector, there are 14 public universities and dozens of private universities in the Kurdistan Region. The percentage of female students is equal to that of the male students. Many of the heads of departments and dean of universities are females and their percentage for the academic year 2016-2017 is as follows: (1) University President, (83) Head of Department, (2972) university professors, (68099) students and (7714) employees.
In addition women have an active participation in all public and private sectors, this has had an impact on the decline of unemployment among women, in 2015 the percentage of working women was approximately (76%) in the public sector and (24.2%) In the private sector, Women’s unemployment reached about 29.44% in 2015, affected by the conditions of the ISIS war and its repercussions on society.
The development of rural women is one of the priorities in the National Strategy for the Development of Women in the Kurdistan Region between the years (2016-2026). On this basis, contracts for agricultural land were concluded with women with a percentage of (20% - 30%), (18,000) women benefitted from these loans. With the provision of job opportunities for girls, 200 women were trained in beekeeping, cattle and cows. On the other hand, the social protection network supports broken families, between the years of 2016 and 2017, 55032 women benefited from this project. The number of women who took loans from this fund was as follows: Erbil Governorate (152), Sulaymaniyah (89), Dohuk (375), Garmian(583).
Distinguished representatives...
In the end, I would like to raise once again the liberation efforts undertaken by the KRG for the kidnapped Yezidis including Yezidi women and girls. In this regard, the KRG issued decree No. (5170) on 21/8/2014, formed a high governmental committee to classify atrocities committed by the ISIL terrorists against Yezidis and others as a crime of genocide. In parallel the Office of the Prime Minister on 25/11/2014 assigned a special committee and allocated a special budget for their rescue. Based on the statistics of the rescue Office of the Yazidi abductees up to 20/7/2019 the number of abductees calculated (6417), (3548) females and (2869) males.
The number of survivors as follows: Total: (3487), women (1186), men (377), female children: (1024) male children: (940) the number of the remaining: (2930) females: (1338) males: (1592). 
A total of 100 female survivors were sent to Germany for psychological treatment, based on an agreement between the regional government and the German government.


