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Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, I am pleased to welcome you to Geneva and declare open the one hundred and forty-third session of the Human Rights Committee.
I would like to congratulate and warmly welcome the five new members of the Committee, all of whom bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to this body: Mr. Carlos Ramón Fernández Liesa, Mr. Konstantin Korkelia, Ms, Dalia Leinarte, Mr. Akmal Kholmatovich Saidov and Mr. Ivan Šimonovic. I welcome you to your first meeting with the Committee in Geneva, and wish you success in your new roles. 
I also take this opportunity to congratulate the re-elected members of the Committee who today commence a new term, namely Ms. Tania María Abdo Rocholl, Ms. Wafaa Ashraf Moharram Bassim, Mr. Mahjoub El Haiba, Mr. Changrok Soh and Mr. Imeru Tamerat Yigezu. I wish you well in the continuation of your functions with the Committee. 

Despite the liquidity situation currently facing the United Nations, we are encouraged by the fact that the first sessions of all the treaty bodies this year have or are going to take place, thereby allowing the important work undertaken by Committees including this one to proceed. We assure you that the Office and the United Nations more broadly has and will continue to do its utmost to ensure that your work can proceed to the maximum extent possible.

Distinguished Members,
You are well aware that we are living in exceptional times, marked by profound global challenges that test the resilience of the international legal order. As the High Commissioner for Human Rights stated at the recent opening of the 58th session of the Human Rights Council, “The international system is going through a tectonic shift, and the human rights edifice we have built up so painstakingly over decades has never been under so much strain.”[footnoteRef:1]  The UN system including this Committee bears a shared responsibility to safeguard and reinforce these hard-fought achievements. Now, more than ever, collective action is necessary to defend the universality of human rights, preserve the integrity of international law and ensure that it remains a robust shield against further regression.  [1:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/02/hc-turk-opens-human-rights-council-we-need-politics-wisdom-rooted] 

Of note at this session, the Human Rights Council will hold Interactive Dialogues with the Special Rapporteurs on freedom of religion or belief (A/HRC/58/49), on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism (A/HRC/58/47) and on the situation of human rights defenders (A/HRC/58/53).
Last Tuesday, the Human Rights Council held its biannual high-level panel discussion on the question of the death penalty. Panellists focused on the contribution of the judiciary towards the abolition of the death penalty with the aim of learning from shared experiences in a variety of contexts, new initiatives and successful practices. As of today, 113 countries have abolished the death penalty completely, and the global South is now leading the abolition movement. 
Next Wednesday morning, 5 March, the Council will hold a panel discussion on early warning and the genocide prevention. The Council has encouraged States to cooperate with relevant United Nations bodies and mechanisms to intensify conflict risk analysis as a significant element in guiding and/or contributing to assessments of the risks of the perpetration of genocide and to identify situations where preventive measures might be necessary. I submit that the work of the treaty bodies, not least this Committee, should be considered a vital component of such risk assessment. The webcast of the panel discussion will be available for those who may wish to view it later.
Distinguished Members,
Last year has been particularly challenging. In addition to chronic resource constraints, the liquidity crisis has, and continues to hamper the planning and implementation of your work - a point that the Chairs communicated forcefully during their meetings with Member States and other interlocutors in New York. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to ensure that this Committee and other treaty bodies can implement their mandates, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. Nevertheless, all indications point to a continuation of the difficult liquidity situation for the foreseeable future.  
The treaty body strengthening process remains active. It has reached a key moment, with the adoption in December of last year of the biennial resolution on the treaty body system by the General Assembly. The Resolution invites the Treaty Bodies and the Office to continue to work on coordination and predictability in the reporting process with the aim of achieving a regularized schedule for reporting and to increase their efforts to further use digital technologies. However, the biennial resolution did not endorse certain detailed proposals made by the Chairs and corresponding resources to implement them, such as the one for an eight-year predictable schedule of reviews.
On the occasion of Human Rights Day last year, the Geneva Human Rights Platform in cooperation with the Office and the Directorate of International Law of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, organized an informal meeting of the Chairs and focal points on working methods, who also had the opportunity to meet with Member States and other stakeholders. The meeting explored the latest developments on the treaty body system and also sought to identify possible ways forward to improve the harmonization of procedures and brainstorm on the way forward. The Chairs and focal points on working methods, also had the opportunity to interact with the coordination committee of special procedures mandate holders, who was also meeting in Geneva during the same time. The exchange was rich in sharing practices on issues of common concern, such as the independence and actual or potential conflict of interest of experts, and on ensuring an “all mechanisms” approach to the many challenges the human rights mechanisms are facing.  
The coordination unit is reaching out to the Chairs and Committee focal points to ensure that coordination on working methods continues to take place, especially in preparation for the forthcoming Chairs meeting in June, including already this week.
OHCHR will continue to work alongside the Chairs and all the treaty body experts to strengthen the system, using all the opportunities at our disposal to advance this essential work.

Distinguished Members,
You have a busy agenda ahead of you, including six States party reviews, the consideration and adoption of eight lists of issues and lists of issues prior to reporting, as well as a number of individual communications under the Optional Protocol. The Committee will also hold briefings with various stakeholders. 
With my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session, I thank you for your attention. This concludes the remarks of the Representative of the Secretary-General. 
***
OATH OF OFFICE

I would now like to proceed with the next order of business under item one of the Provisional Agenda and Annotations, entitled “Solemn declaration by the newly elected members of the Committee, in accordance with article 38 of the Covenant”. 
May I now call on the distinguished new members of the Committee to pronounce their solemn oath of office in accordance with rule 14 of the rules of procedure:
[the new members will have the text of rule 14 before them in E/S]
Mr. Ramón Fernández Liesa, you have the floor (…..),

Mr. Korkelia, you have the floor (…..), 

Ms. Leinarte, you have the floor (…..),

Mr. Saidov, you have the floor (…..),

Mr. Šimunović, you have the floor (…..).

ELECTION OF THE BUREAU
We will now move to item two of the Provisional Agenda and Annotations “Election of the Chair and other officers of the Committee”.
I would like to open the floor for nominations for the position of Chairperson of the Committee. Does any member wish to take the floor?

OPTION 1 – a candidate is nominated:

Thank you. 

I see no further requests for the floor. I therefore take it that [Mr. Changrok Soh] is elected Chairperson of the Committee for the next two years by acclamation.

Mr. Soh, sincere congratulations on your election. 

[Solicit nominations for the three positions of Vice-Chairs, and the position of rapporteur]

I would now like to invite Mr. Soh to proceed to the podium and assume the Presidency.

[After he has taken the chair, he will proceed with the adoption of the provisional agenda]

OPTION 2 – no nominations:

I propose to suspend the meeting for 15 minutes for consultations 

OPTION 3 – two or more nominations:

a) I suspend the meeting for 15 minutes for the preparation of the electoral process (ballot box and ballot papers).

b) I suspend the meeting for 15 minutes to allow for consultations among the members. 

___________
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