[bookmark: _Hlk86827411]Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information


· Measures to provide access to information for persons with disabilities (applying accessibility standards for persons with visual and hearing impairments and  proving information in EasyRead version for person with mental retardation)

The "Talking book" mobile application created by the MLSPP within the framework of the project "Development of accessible format publications persons with visual impairments" was launched in 2020. The purpose of creating the application is to enable children with visual disabilities to listen to poetry, novels, scientific and fiction literature for free on modern equipment such as telephones, music, and television and to help ensure their integration into society. 
In addition, a "Talking Library" (https://gerk.az/ )  for persons with visual impairment operates.  
In 2021, the electronic portal "gimiep.az" was created within the framework of the project "Development of accessible format publications persons with visual impairments ".
In 2022, the "Surdotv" mobile application was created within the framework of the project “improvement of awareness campaigns on sign language interpretation service through mass media for children and persons with hearing and speech impairment. The mobile application was established to ensure equal opportunities for realization the right of persons with hearing and speech impairment under the age of 18 to access to information.
In 2022, the "Autismders"(Autism lesson) mobile application was created. Video lessons were prepared with the participation of child psychologists, speech therapists, teachers and sports teachers to support rehabilitation at home for children with disabilities especially for parents of children with autism syndrome. were posted on the website www.autizmders.az and on the AutizmDers mobile application.
In 2022, the "Serebralders (Cerebral lesson) mobile application was created within the project on "implementation of innovative initiatives to increase parental skills related to the social rehabilitation of children with cerebral palsy.  The purpose of creating the application is to support parents of children with cerebral palsy, to increase their skills, and to expand the use of electronic resources.

· Measures to encourage the mass media, including providers of information through the Internet, to make their services accessible (with subtitles and sign language interpretation) to persons with disabilities

Some programs of two television channels in the Republic of Azerbaijan (Real TV and ARB 24) are provided with sign language translation for people with hearing and speech disabilities.
It is planned to prepare a draft amendment to the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On Media" regarding the provision of sign language translation of broadcast information programs during “prime-time” slot by television broadcasters financed from the state budget and having the status of public broadcasters.


· Measures to urge private entities that provide services to the general public, including through the Internet, to provide information and services in accessible and usable formats for persons with disabilities and to provide  information intended for the general public to persons




Amendments were made to the legislation in 2020 and all government bodies were required to make their web pages accessible.
Since 2020, the commission established for the purpose of state monitoring in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities has been monitoring the WCAG compliance of websites all government bodies and banks.
The report with specified remarks on the results of the monitoring are submitted to the government. As a result of the positive work in this direction last year, the accessibility of the websites of government bodies and banks was ensured.

· [bookmark: _Hlk101278030]Measures to  use of sign languages, Braille, augmentative and alternative communication, and all other accessible means, modes and formats of communication of their choice by persons with disabilities in official interactions.

A draft law on amendments to the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On the Rights of Persons with Disabilities" regarding the recognition of sign language as an official language used by the state. The draft has been submitted to the government for approval.


· Recognizing and promoting the use of sign languages

"Let's learn together for an inclusive society!” and "Surdo-Info" projects are implemented by MLSPP for ensuring the rights of persons with hearing and speech disabilities, their integration into society, recognition and use of sign language. “Surdo-Info” – ensures to get information on the activities of the ministry through a sign language interpreter "Let's learn together for an inclusive society!" –provides online teaching of sign language for social network followers.



