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09 September 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined seventh and eighth periodic reports of Honduras, at the Committee’s sixty-fifth session, held in November 2016. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/HND/CO/7-8) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 58 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Honduras to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 13 (a) and (d) and 29 (a) and (b) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with a month delay in December 2018 (CEDAW/C/HND/CO/7-8/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-third session, held in July 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 13 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “strengthen the judicial system, including through additional financial, technical and specialized human resources, with a view to handling cases in a timely, gender-sensitive, non-discriminatory and competent manner”: 
 The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the increase in the budget allocated to the judiciary and the Public Prosecution Services as well as the increase in the number of prosecutors at the Special Prosecutor’s Office for Human Rights, and on the trainings provided to judges, magistrates, prosecutors and other professionals on gender and women’s rights. It further takes note of the establishment of several regional or local prosecutor’s offices in the State party between October 2017 and March 2018 and the establishment of the Commission for the follow-up of femicide along with special units to investigate gender-related crimes. The Committee, however, regrets that there has been no progress in a legal reform to strengthen the independence of the judiciary. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Giampaolo Carmelo Rizzo Alvarado
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Honduras
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Avenue de France 23

1202 Geneva
Email: mission@hondurasginebra.ch
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “ensure that women and girls have access to differentiated victim and witness assistance and protection programmes and promote the expansion and institutionalization of the comprehensive victim care model, currently only a pilot programme”:

The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that the Specialized Comprehensive Care Units for women and girls have been expanded to 25 Units. However, regretting that it is not clear whether the State party took measures for witness protection programmes since the previous dialogue with the Committee in 2016, it considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 13 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Strengthen the judicial system and its independence, including through additional financial, technical and specialized human resources, with a view to handling cases in a timely, gender-sensitive, non-discriminatory and competent manner;
2.
Ensure that women and girls have access to differentiated victim and witness assistance and protection programmes and continue its efforts to promote the expansion and institutionalization of the comprehensive victim care model.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 29 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “adopt and apply, without delay, effective measures for the protection of women human rights defenders to enable them to freely undertake their important work without fear or threat of violence or harassment”: 
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that the State party has taken measures to protect women human rights defenders, including through providing them patrolling, police escort, security cameras or doors and psychological care. It further welcomes the establishment of the Special Prosecutor’s Office for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Workers in 2018. The Committee takes note of the conclusion made by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders on his visit to the State party in 2018 that vast majority of human rights defender still face with fear or threat, regardless of strong efforts made by the State party to establish an effective mechanism for protection. It considers that the State party took substantial steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been substantially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “apply the Act on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Workers and develop a protocol with a gender perspective for investigating, prosecuting and punishing attacks and other forms of abuse committed against women human rights defenders”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that, in addition to the abovementioned measures to protect women human rights defenders, 370 requests for protection measures have been processed as the implementation of  the Act on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Social Communicators and Justice Workers. It also notes that the Special Prosecutor’s Office for Human Rights has initiated its work on the development of a protocol on the investigation, prosecution and punishment of attacks against women human rights defenders, but regrets the lack of progress made in drafting. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 29 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Continues its efforts for the protection of women human rights defenders to enable them to freely undertake their important work without fear or threat of violence or harassment;
2.
Develop a protocol with a gender perspective for investigating, prosecuting and punishing attacks and other forms of abuse committed against women human rights defenders, in a timely manner.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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