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Article 7
Additional information on the needs of children with disabilities and the EU Children’s Participation Platform 
· The EU Children’s Participation Platform, a flagship initiative of the Strategy on the Rights of the Child, was launched in 2022 to amplify children’s voices and embed children in the EU decision-making process. The Platform brings together existing child-participation mechanisms from a wide spectrum of child representations, including children with disabilities, to work towards a more systemic, coherent, meaningful, inclusive, and safe approach to child participation – notably with the participation of children with disabilities in several meetings and in consultations. 
· Other EU initiatives take into account the needs of children with disabilities. The EU Strategy for the Rights of the Child commits to ensuring complementarity with the Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, to respond to the needs of children with disabilities and provide better access to mainstream services and independent living. It also commits to promoting accessible ICT and assistive technologies for children with disabilities. Further, it refers to inclusive education and accessible justice systems. The European Child Guarantee Council Recommendation includes children with disabilities among the groups experiencing specific disadvantages. 
· The EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) has provided findings and opinions on the rights of children with disabilities and flagged the need to disaggregate data by age and disability. The FRA’s latest research involving children looked at the practical implementation of Directive (EU) 2016/800 on procedural safeguards for children who are suspects or accused persons in criminal proceedings sought to include children with disabilities as interview partners, in particular to learn about their experiences with individual assessments designed to tailor the legal proceedings to their needs. 


Article 8
Additional information on training 
· Within the Commission the Task Force on Equality Secretariat works on raising awareness on equality issues, including by providing training to staff. 
· While some courses address equality mainstreaming in general, others focus on a specific ground of non-discrimination, like disability. In 2021–2022, the Task Force organised a total of seven training sessions, including two specifically focused on disability mainstreaming. Some training sessions were addressed to equality coordinators and their teams, while others were open to all staff, further seminars were organized in 2023-24. Over 310 colleagues attended these courses. 
· The Task Force is also developing an e-module on equality mainstreaming, covering disability. A document on disability mainstreaming was prepared and incorporated in the Equality Mainstreaming Toolbox.
· Until 2019, the Commission funded the Academy of European Law (ERA) to develop and deliver training for legal and administrative professionals on legal matters related to the UNCRPD. ERA currently organises an annual event on disability and mainstreams, where possible, the UNCRPD in their legal training.
· The Commission’s annual Fundamental Rights Network Seminar brings together all colleagues working on human rights-related matters in both the EU headquarters and in delegations of the Enlargement and Neighbourhood regions and is a regular opportunity to train colleagues on the implementation of the UNCRPD. The 2022 edition was dedicated to key international and European policy frameworks related to the rights of persons with disabilities, and included a presentation by the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities. 
· The European School Education Platform regularly covers the topic of special educational needs (SEN) as part of its activities. In 2024, the platform hosted a series of webinars and online training courses for teachers, covering topics such as neurodiversity in classrooms, universal design for learning, supporting students with SEN, and collaborative approaches in SEN. 
· The Council Recommendation on Pathways to School Success addresses the need for initial teacher education and continuous professional development to better prepare teachers and other staff to work effectively with learners at risk of exclusion, underachievement and early school leaving. 
· The EU passenger rights legislation requires carriers and terminal operators to provide disability awareness and disability assistance training for their employees in the aviation, rail, bus and coach, and waterborne sectors.

Article 11
Additional information on humanitarian action guidelines
· In 2019 we published our Operational Guidance on the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in EU-funded Humanitarian Aid Operations. The guidance applies to all the actions -in all sectors- we finance. The guidance consists of three main parts: first, it presents disability mainstreaming in programming with a series of concrete examples; second, it provides tools to collect data and measure disability inclusion; third, it puts forward practical recommendations for inclusive operations. 
· In July 2023, we launched a dedicated e-learning to further promote the use of the Guidance and better equip partners and staff to put it into practice. So far, over 270 users subscribed to the e-learning. 
· We supported the development and the dissemination of the IASC guidelines. Our operational guidance was published shortly before the IASC Guidance, however, they are in line and it explicitly refer to it.

Article 13
Additional information on procedural accommodation in Victims’ rights Directive 
· The Commission had not proposed this exact formulation in its proposal from July 2023.  Nonetheless, the concept was introduced by the European Parliament in its report on the revision of the Victims’ Rights Directive in April 2004. Currently the revision of the Directive is discussed by the European co-legislators, and we expect a swift adoption of an ambitious text.

Article 13
Additional information on procedural accommodation in the European Court of Justice 
Examples of procedural accommodation for persons with disabilities in the European courts may be found in the practice rules of the Court and the General Court. Some examples include:
· “In the context of that response, and with a view to ensuring the best possible organisation of the hearing, the parties and their representatives are also requested to inform the Court of any particular measures that would facilitate their actual participation in the hearing, in particular in cases of disability or reduced mobility.”[footnoteRef:2] (ECJ) [2:  Practice directions to parties concerning cases brought before the Court ] 

· “With a view to ensuring the best possible organisation of the hearing, the parties and their representatives are also requested to inform the General Court of any particular measures that would facilitate their actual participation in the hearing, in particular in cases of disability or reduced mobility.”[footnoteRef:3] (General court) [3:  Practice rules for the implementation of the Rules of Procedure of the General Court] 


Article 16
Additional information on EU Strategy on victims rights and institutionalisation
· The EU Strategy on victims’ rights (2020-2025) aims at ensuring access to justice for all victims of crime no matter where in the EU or in what circumstances the crime took place. It recognises that persons with disabilities are often victims of hate crime and of different forms of abuse and that their access to justice may be more difficult if they are deprived of their legal capacity. It calls for calls for targeted measures for persons with disabilities. This entails accessible and inclusive services, venues, communication, and training of personnel, in line with the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
· The EU strongly condemns any form of violence or abuse against persons with disabilities, including in institutions. The Strategy for the rights of persons with disabilities has put a particular focus on promoting good practices in processes of deinstitutionalisation. The Notice Guidance on independent living illustrates how EU funding can be used to promote independent living,  and to develop community-based services, support access of persons with disabilities to services for the general population. The Strategy also invites the FRA to examine the situation of persons with disabilities living in institutions in relation to violence, abuse and torture. FRA’s project is still ongoing. 


Article 19 
Additional information concerning review of reimbursement of EU funds 
· Under shared management governing Cohesion funds, Member States are in the first instance responsible for implementing their national programmes and, in the event of an irregularity, for investigating irregularities and for making the financial corrections required.
· It should be noted that, leaving aside the question of the fulfilment of the enabling conditions, it is only from the moment Member States request reimbursement of the national measures that the Union budget is affected and the Commission can therefore adopt binding measures regarding specific projects. 
· In the event a Member State requests EU funding to a project in breach of the applicable rules, the Commission is required to take action vis-a-vis the Member State (suspend related payments claimed by the Member State, or – as the last resort – cancel the related Union contribution allocated to the Member State) to protect the financial interest of the Union. 
· In addition, for the purpose of cancelling the Union contribution as a result of an irregularity, the Commission must not only demonstrate that there is breach of applicable law in the implementation of the funds but also that such a breach results from an act or omission by an economic operator, which has, or would have, the effect of prejudicing the budget of the Union by charging unjustified expenditure to that budget. 
· In the course of preparing these replies no specific audit related to expenditure on institutions was identified. 

Article 21 
Additional information on web accessibility
· In September 2022 the Commission adopted a multi-annual action plan (2022–2025) on web accessibility to bring the Commission’s web presence in line with the Web Accessibility Directive (WAD). The Commission has published accessibility statements on its most visited websites, the Commission’s main website, and the “interinstitutional” EU website at the end of 2022 and regularly updates them. 
· The Commission has created a dedicated Task Force on Web Accessibility and a network of accessibility correspondents in every Commission department. They are raising awareness of the accessibility requirements set out in the Europa Web Guide. 
· The Commission requires all its websites, and mobile and web-based applications to comply with the WAD, with relevant technical rules set out in European accessibility standard EN 301 549 and with compliance level “AA” of the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG 2.1). 
· The Commission also regularly evaluates the accessibility of its websites. If testing or feedback from users reveals any accessibility issues, the Commission works to resolve them as a priority. 
· All sites on the “Europa.eu” web domain were invited to publish an accessibility statement before the end of 2023. In January 2025, 361 websites had a site-specific accessibility statement published. More websites will follow by the end of 2025.


Article 21
Additional information on accessibility and public procurement
· The Financial Regulation recast (2024) has introduced a condition according to which, the technical specifications in the procurement documents shall be formulated to include accessibility criteria for persons with disabilities for all purchases intended for use by natural persons, except in duly justified cases (see Point 17.3 of Annex I of the FR recast). This applies to “all purchases intended for use by natural persons”, including but not limited to the accessibility of a future building, supplies which include accessibility features, transport services with the possibility to carry wheelchairs, adapting software for use by partially-sighted or deaf people, website, documents, publications, and multimedia. Conference buildings should be accessible and the information should be accessible to all.
· Directive 2014/24/EU on Public Procurement obliges public buyers to draw up technical specifications so as to take into account accessibility criteria for persons with disabilities , including for digital products and tools. This also facilitates procurement in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In addition, it allows the use of criteria rewarding bids which propose higher standards of accessibility than those established in the technical specifications.

[bookmark: _Hlk192753300]Article 23
Additional information on processing of data
· The processing of personal data must be lawful (Article 5 GDPR). The GDPR provides for several legal bases for the lawful processing of personal data (Article 6 GDPR), regardless of whether the processing is carried out by means of an AI system, an algorithmic system or any other means. One of the legal bases is the data subject’s consent. 
· The criteria for a valid consent are provided in Article 7 GDPR. According to it, data subject’s consent must be specific, informed and freely given, and it must be as easy to withdraw as to give it. It is for the data controller to demonstrate that the data subject has consented to the processing of his/her personal data and that conditions for a valid consent are fulfilled. 
· For a data subject to provide a valid consent he/she must have legal capacity to do so. When this is not the case, it is for the legal guardian/representative to provide the consent on behalf of the data subject. 
· The conditions for acting on behalf of a data subject who does not have legal capacity is not a matter falling under the GDPR, but they are determined by each Member State’s law concerning the legal representation of people without legal capacity.

Article 25
Additional information on EU legislation on medical devices 
· The European Commission is currently evaluating the existing legislative framework for medical devices. This is a necessary step to ensure informed decisions on possible future legislative changes. In case the data collection exercise of the evaluation points towards issues related to disabilities,  these will taken into account in the analysis and in any possible future follow up action.  
· The Commissioner for Health is stepping up this work so that it is ready by the end of this year. 
· The scope for simplification, burden reduction, a more harmonized application of the rules and support for SMEs will be analyzed closely as part of this exercise, without jeopardizing patient safety. 


[bookmark: _Hlk192752896]Article 27
Additional information in relation to State aid and sheltered workshops
· EU public-procurement rules and EU State-aid rules are two separate bodies of law. When awarding public contracts, public authorities must ensure that, when conducting these transactions (irrespective of the public procurement procedure used), they do not grant State aid in ways that would be contrary to the EU State aid rules. 
· For situations that involve State aid, normal State aid rules apply, i.e. the aid can be deemed compatible with the Treaty if it fulfils certain conditions.
· Member States should be able to cater for social needs in the most appropriate way taking into consideration the specificity of each Member State i.a. as regards the provision of social services. 

· State-aid can be a tool to achieve certain social-policy objectives such as labour-market integration or sheltered employment. 
· The principal purpose of EU State aid control is to ensure that public support to enterprises is necessary and proportionate to the objective pursued, and thus to avoid undue distortions of competition and trade contrary to the common interest. 
· Firstly, EU State-aid rules offer Member States options for supporting certain investments or activities with State aid and thus achieve outcomes market force alone would not have delivered. It is up to Member States to use these options, though. 
· Secondly, the conditions under which State aid for sheltered employment can be granted are quite straightforward and are mere safeguards to preserve fair competition. The effectiveness of a public measure to support a specific policy objective (e.g. labour-market integration) however depends on multiple other conditions under the Member States’ responsibility, outside the scope of EU State-aid control.
· Thirdly, State-aid policy alone cannot outbalance on a long-term basis any structural deficiencies in policy design, for example leading to lack of skills, outdated social infrastructures, regulatory barriers between Member States, inefficient permitting procedures and other administrative burden. Neither can it compensate for the lack of political ambition for further Single Market integration in certain sectors.
· Lastly, public support for labour-market integration or sheltered employment does not necessarily fall under EU State-aid rules. For example, this is the case if the support is granted on market terms, is only very small (de-minimis aid) or only has a purely local impact and thus does not affect intra-community trade. 
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