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Background Information about NCDP 
This alternative report has been drafted by the National Confederation of Disabled People of Greece (NCDP) Observatory on Disability Issues.[footnoteRef:1] NCPD is an umbrella organization founded and established in 1989. Its founding members were federations and associations representing various disabilities, chronic diseases and family members. It is a democratically run and structured organization. Only persons with disabilities, persons with chronic diseases and family members have the right to vote and be elected in all organs of the Confederation; as delegates to the National Congress, as members of its Board and as members of the Confederation’s Executive Secretariat.  [1:  The ‘Observatory on Disability issues’ is an initiative launched by the National Confederation of Disabled People (NCDP) of Greece which is financed by the European Social Fund and National Funds under the auspices of the operational program "Human Resources Development, Education and Lifelong Learning 2014-2020".] 


The NCDP’s vision and mission is to protect the interests of persons with disabilities, promote their rights and monitor the law and policy-making of the Greek State on issues concerning themselves and their families. In order to achieve this, the NCDP from the very first day of its existence has systematically set out to be recognized as the representative umbrella organization of the Greek disability movement by the State. This has been mainly achieved, and the Confederation actively participates and is involved in the decision-making process at all levels of the organization of the Greek State. The motto “Nothing about persons with disabilities without persons with disabilities” is a guiding principle in the NCDP’s work to make disability rights fully visible and respected. The Confederation is a founding member of the European Disability Forum (EDF), and the NCDP’s President is also the President of EDF. The NCDP has been very active in EDF’s work and through EDF in the work of the International Disability Alliance (IDA). The NCDP took actively part in the negotiations for the UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and thereafter for its implementation both in Greece and at the EU level through EDF. 

The NCDP is a member of the Greek National Commission for Human Rights, of the Greek Economic and Social Council and of the European Economic and Social Committee.


[bookmark: _Toc15059060][bookmark: _Toc15059254]Articles 1-4: Purpose, Definitions, General Principles, General Obligations
[bookmark: _rb90zc1coc80][bookmark: _ebbjxnkn07r6]Recommendations

· To evaluate and adapt the national legislation as to its compatibility with the CRPD and codify the legislation concerning disability and accessibility.
· To develop a regulation that defines the methodology of disability mainstreaming to all public policies, administrative procedures, actions, measures, and programs and adopt concrete quantitative and qualitative indicators for the evaluation and measurement of the disability mainstreaming to them. 
· To include in the Impact Analysis - accompanying any draft law/ addendum/ amendment, as well as regulatory decisions of major economic or social importance - a specific module to document the compatibility of the proposed arrangements with the Convention and the specific consequences of the proposed arrangements on persons with disabilities.
· To ensure the existence of social dialogue with the participation of the National Confederation of Disabled People (NCDP), the umbrella organization of disability movement in Greece, members of NCDP, and  members associations of disability federations as the representative organizations of the disability movement in Greek society, as foreseen in Article 4.3 of the Convention and the General comment No 7, on article 4.3 and 33.3 of the Convention of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
· [bookmark: _9d6w2224het]To ensure the financial independence of the representative disability organizations, members of the disability movement,

[bookmark: _Toc15059062][bookmark: _Toc15059256][bookmark: _fxgjn8mtp4mr][bookmark: _noea9hcj0cob]Article 5 - Equality and Non-Discrimination
Recommendations 
· To complete article 5, paragraph 2 of the Greek Constitution as follows (see text in bold): “[...] 2. All those living in the Greek territory enjoy the absolute protection of their life, honor, freedom and dignity, without discrimination due to nationality, race, language, disability and religious or political beliefs. […]".
· To enact non-discrimination measures on the grounds of disability also in other areas apart from employment and occupation, such as social protection, social benefits, education, and so on, for all persons with disabilities who live in Greece, including migrants, refugees and asylum seekers with disabilities.
· To take concrete legislative measures to recognize that the denial of reasonable accommodation constitutes direct discrimination on disability grounds, to specialize the terms of "reasonable accommodation" and "disproportionate burden" and implement measures to provide reasonable accommodation. Also, discrimination by association on the ground of disability should be legally recognized as well. In addition, the Greek State should take legal and effective measures to address and combat multiple and intersectional discrimination on all grounds.

[bookmark: _qhe6v4jzwjo3][bookmark: _Toc15059063][bookmark: _Toc15059257]Article 6 – Women with Disabilities
[bookmark: _g2pm6ixr17z0]Recommendations
· To enact laws and policies for tackling the issue of multiple and intersectional discrimination that girls and women with disabilities, as well as mothers of children with disabilities, face and mainstream their perspectives both in gender equality and disability policies. Also, to include the perspective of women and girls with a disability in the National Action Plan of Gender Equality, and the follow-up action plan post-2020.
· To take measures for collecting statistical data regarding girls and women with disabilities, disaggregated by age and disability.

[bookmark: _ic4eqei0siym][bookmark: _Toc15059065][bookmark: _Toc15059259]Article 7 – Children with Disabilities
[bookmark: _36t99tuyqbh8]Recommendation

· To take actions for reinforcing the rights of children with disabilities.


[bookmark: _lgyxt2zh2d6x][bookmark: _Toc15059067][bookmark: _Toc15059261]Article 8 – Awareness-raising
[bookmark: _h0bevpb0ok32]Recommendations 
· To further raise awareness in the society, focusing on the pupils/students’ community, regarding the human rights-based model of disability and the Convention as well as to take measures to promote the respect of the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities
· To combat negative stereotypes, prejudices as well as harmful practices relating to persons with disabilities, including those based on gender and age, in all areas of life – Especially, combat the negative stereotypical perception, which is still expressed today by politicians, journalists and others 
· To promote awareness on the potential capabilities and contribution of persons with disabilities to the economy and development, especially in areas such as technology, tourism, industry, investments, etc.
· To promote respect towards the rights of persons with disabilities at all levels of the education system, beginning from children at an early age.
· To encourage the media to portray/depict persons with disabilities in a manner consistent with the purpose of the Convention - Convert the National Broadcasting Company (ERT) to a model means accessible to all and a basic tool for the promotion of the perception that disability is part of the human diversity.
· To develop training regarding disability and persons with disabilities for further diffuse the rights of persons with disabilities within the Greek society – Include, in the curricula of all universities and professional schools, education modules on the rights and the equal treatment of persons with disabilities aiming to ensure professionals as well as public staff and executives possess the human rights perception of disability - For the same purpose, a cross-curricular postgraduate study program has to be developed to produce executives specialized in the implementation of the Convention.

[bookmark: _e5hwkomnfnyo][bookmark: _Toc15059069][bookmark: _Toc15059263]Article 9 – Accessibility
[bookmark: _n1vqsd1iodm1]Recommendations
· To establish an Independent National Accessibility Authority (Access Board) -with obligatory participation of NCDP in its Board of Directors- responsible for the development, continuous updating and monitoring of designing criteria for the natural and built environment, transportation, ICT etc. as foreseen by the Convention. The Accessibility Authority will also provide technical assistance and training on Design for All/Universal Design and will submit proposals to the State to ensure universal accessibility to persons with disabilities. 
· To include the buildings’ accessibility as an additional parameter to be examined by the Hellenic Statistical Authority in the frame of Buildings Censuses.
· To update and complete the New Building Code and the technical legislation/ guidelines etc. concerning accessibility issues, incorporate national and European standards on accessibility; activate the Accessibility Committees (Central and Regional) already foreseen in Law 4495/2017 (Government Gazette 167 Α/2017).
· To include the topic of accessibility and Design for All/Universal design in the initial training programs of engineers, architects, and urban planners.
· To develop a National Accessibility Certification Scheme and establish a National Accessibility label with the participation, in the whole procedure, of NCDP that is the most representative organization of persons with disabilities.
· [bookmark: _f38dxt4kuyo4][bookmark: _ukazyz7u26gt]To impose the compliance of public procurement (buildings, services, and goods) to the national standard ELOT 1439:2013 “Organizations friendly to citizens with disabilities - Requirements and recommendations” and the European relevant ones as well as to the Directive (EU) 2019/882.
· To promote research into new technologies -including information and communication technologies- aiming to create new tools (devices and assistive technologies) to support the autonomy of persons with disabilities- Take measures on the compliance of the research into new products and technologies with the Directive (EE) 2019/882 – Establish the institutional representation of the NCPD at the National Council for Research and Technology.
[bookmark: _Toc15059071][bookmark: _Toc15059265]Article 11 – Situations of Humanitarian Risk and Emergency
Recommendations 
· To introduce legislation and operational plans, tailored to the type of each disability, on the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies and mainstream the perspectives of persons with disabilities in all humanitarian actions, policies, and programs, including the National Strategy for the Refugees.
· To establish accessible reception, identification and accommodation structures. Provide accessible information regarding the protection and rescue system for all persons with disabilities, including refugees and asylum seekers with disabilities.
· To include the specific support needs of the women and children with disabilities during the refugee crisis and any other humanitarian emergency.
· To improve the accessibility of the European Emergency Call Number 112 to persons with disabilities.
· To ensure that persons with disabilities are effectively engaged in the design and implementation of strategies for evacuation.
· To elaborate on any complete and coordinated plans that meet the minimum standards according to the international guidelines and best practices, so as the persons with disabilities, including refugees with disabilities, are protected in all stages of a crisis (e.g., evacuation, temporary secure accessible accommodation, hygiene measures, accessible latrines, water supply, and so on). See, for example, The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (2019).
[bookmark: _qvzyyhhdzr21][bookmark: _Toc15059072][bookmark: _Toc15059266]Article 12 – Equal Recognition Before the Law
[bookmark: _z9ntk684ufiy]Recommendations
· To take all necessary reform measures to repel all legal provisions that create barriers to persons with disabilities to enjoy full recognition before the law on equal basis with others. To this end, the guardianship system should be embellished and be replaced with the supported decision-making system. The Greek state should absolutely ensure that all persons with disabilities living in Greece are rights holders and equal before the law in full compliance with the CRPD provisions.
[bookmark: _Toc15059074][bookmark: _Toc15059268]Article 13 – Access to Justice
[bookmark: _lg8dyjkcfj3x][bookmark: _vpog6efpqb8j]Recommendations
· To take concrete actions for reforming immediately all the legal Codes to be in line with the provisions of the Convention. Concepts such as “stupid” and “insane,” as included in the Code of Civil Procedure, enact negative stereotypes in Greek society for persons with psychosocial disabilities.
· To repeal the legal provisions that exclude persons with disabilities as witnesses during the criminal proceedings because of their disability (direct discrimination). These provisions are not in line with Article 5 of the Convention and the principle of non-discrimination.
· To provide continuous education and training to all the relevant actors of the judiciary system in Greece (lawyers, judges, police officers) on the rights of persons with disabilities, as introduced by the Convention.
· [bookmark: _56qflmjmih7t]To extent and implement the provision of reasonable accommodations into the field of justice to persons with disabilities to be able to exercise their right to access justice fully.

[bookmark: _Toc15059076][bookmark: _Toc15059270]Article 14 – Liberty and Security of Person
[bookmark: _a9l2bk7mz517]Recommendations
· [bookmark: _tzk1s2up2m6]To repeal all relevant legislation in order to prevent compulsory hospitalization of persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities and to increase the availability of community-based mental health services.

[bookmark: _Toc15059078][bookmark: _Toc15059272]Article 15 – Freedom from Torture or Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
[bookmark: _x2hh20v7ksqo]Recommendations

· [bookmark: _xm15t03qtgv6]To take measures to eliminate the use of restraints in medical facilities that may amount to torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment.
[bookmark: _Toc15059079][bookmark: _Toc15059273]Article 16 – Freedom from Exploitation, Violence, Abuse
[bookmark: _42n000se9c8u]Recommendations
· To fully transpose the Directive 2011/93/EU to the existing legal framework so as to safeguard children with disabilities’ rights against violence, abuse, and exploitation.
· To raise awareness in regard to the Istanbul Convention on preventing and combating violence against women.
· To collect and publish data on violence, abuse, exploitation, trafficking and multiple and/or intersectional discrimination towards women and children with disabilities.
· To enact a strategy to prevent all forms of violence, abuse, and exploitation, both in public and private domains, against persons with disabilities, and particularly children and women with disabilities.
· [bookmark: _s0o176pnkbg1]To ensure the accessibility of all supportive structures and services for women - victims of violence, abuse, exploitation, trafficking etc. and their children, and the training of all relevant staff on disability issues.

[bookmark: _Toc15059081][bookmark: _Toc15059275]Article 17 – Protecting the Integrity of the Person
[bookmark: _r3wksxdzg802]Recommendations
· [bookmark: _2jfk35pazc3]To ensure that in practice persons with disabilities are not subjected to forced sterilization, especially women and girls, and in particular persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities, including those deprived of their legal capacity.

[bookmark: _Toc15059083][bookmark: _Toc15059277]Article 18 – Liberty of Movement and Nationality
[bookmark: _izvmt26j9t4w]Recommendations
· To take specific measures to address the situation of children of foreign nationals born and living in Greece and allow them to receive the Greek nationality and enjoy their rights in full compliance with the CRPD provisions. 
· To harmonize the Greek legal framework on the liberty of movement and nationality with the provisions of the Convention.
· To take measure to harmonize legal framework on liberty of movement and nationality in order for foreign nationals with disabilities living in Greece to have access to this legal framework without facing any discrimination on the basis of their disability, nationality etc. Positive measures should be appropriately considered. 
· To establish general regulations for ensuring the acquisition of nationality without any discrimination.

[bookmark: _8k18irnzsm4][bookmark: _Toc15059085][bookmark: _Toc15059279]Article 19 – Living Independently and Being Included in the Community
Recommendations
· To establish the legal scheme of Independent Living and Supported Independent Living
· To design and implement a national program of deinstitutionalization through the parallel development of Independent Living Centers for persons with disabilities and Supported Independent Living Centers
· To subsidy for implementing accessibility improvements of the residence of persons with disabilities
· To establish the legal scheme of ‘personal assistant’ for persons with severe physical disabilities or other types of disability
· To take concrete actions for the deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities and to create community-based support services for them

[bookmark: _lsk5swgngsd7][bookmark: _Toc15059087][bookmark: _Toc15059281]Article 20 – Personal Mobility
[bookmark: _fri7ytyh6jxb]Recommendations
· To incorporate the disability dimension into all policies and programs on mobility and urban mobility as well as on road safety.
· To provide a concrete timetable and budget that will allow full access of persons with disabilities and reduced mobility to all means of public transport and related infrastructure, including among others trains, long-distance/interurban buses, and taxis; development of a special public transport service to support special cases of persons with disabilities (e.g. families with more than one members with disabilities, persons with severe disabilities etc.), running 7 days/ week and 24 hours / day.
· To reform the driving licenses framework for drivers with disabilities – Establish new centers for the examination of candidates with disabilities for drivers in the region of the country.
· To set up a permanent Accessibility Committee in the Ministry of Transport with the participation of NCDP in order to monitor and follow the implementation of the accessibility of the whole transport system;
· To facilitate access to quality mobility aids, assistive equipment, devices, and technologies at an affordable cost for all persons with disabilities and to provide the necessary funds to enable persons with disabilities to afford them. 
· To ensure the access of uninsured persons with disabilities to mobility aids, assistive equipment, devices and quality technologies from the National Organization for Providing Healthcare Services (EOPYY) through the funding of the Organization of Welfare Benefits and Social Solidarity (OPEKA).
· To facilitate and subsidy the acquisition, training and maintenance of service dogs.


[bookmark: _mffemvcvec8j][bookmark: _Toc15059089][bookmark: _Toc15059283]Article 21 – Freedom of Expression and Opinion, and Access to Information
[bookmark: _65673senhtrs]Recommendations 
· To ensure that the all media (traditional, digital, social media, etc.) should plan and offer services and products that are fully accessible to all persons with disabilities in compliance with the provisions of the Convention, 
· To make all public websites accessible to all persons with disabilities,
· To take measures to improve the accessibility of content in private media of public use,
· To enforce and reinforce the implementation of existing legislative framework concerning access to information and communication systems in order to achieve fully accessible websites of public use,
· To extend the scope of Law 4591/2019 (Government Gazette 19 Α/2019) concerning the transposing of the Directive (EU) 2016/2102 into the Greek legislation, in order to include the websites and applications for mobile devices provided by the private sector and the public service broadcasters. 
· To ratify the Marrakesh Treaty
· To take measures for providing information and communication in accessible formats including Easy-to-read and plain language formats.
· To ensure the full access of persons with disabilities, both as citizens and as employees, to the public administration and digital governance at all levels -Ensure the information and communication in all accessible formats as well as the provision of live assistance and intermediaries 

[bookmark: _lcgvjfcj9o6z][bookmark: _8ehvtc5z6t3b][bookmark: _Toc15059090][bookmark: _Toc15059284]Article 23 – Respect for Home and the Family
[bookmark: _cys6qp2mp20k]Recommendations 
· To adopt legislative measures in order to abolish all legislation and practices that discriminate against persons with disabilities placed under guardianship to get married and have children.
· To raise awareness and provide increased opportunities for foster care, adoption and vocational rehabilitation of children with disabilities.
· To motivate the citizens for getting involved in foster care, adoption and professional fosterage of children with disabilities.
· [bookmark: _wd2q3oqdrqj7]To ensure accessible and inclusive community support services to assist with the demands of parenthood available to persons with disabilities that are necessary to them, in particular to mothers’ women with disabilities and mothers of children with disabilities. 
[bookmark: _Toc15059091][bookmark: _Toc15059285]Article 24 – Education
Recommendations 

· To elaborate and implement a holistic plan for the inclusion of pupils and students with disabilities in the primary and secondary education, technical education and vocational training as well as in tertiary and postgraduate education, including a strategy or action plan for the transition of learners with disabilities from special to mainstream schools. 
· To ensure the universal accessibility of the education system including infrastructure and equipment, educational material, teaching methods and procedures as well as the provision of reasonable accommodation (including the transport of pupils) if needed.
· To support the education of pupils with disabilities and/or special educational needs with permanent funding schemes from the state’s budget.  
· To revise the school books and the teaching material in all levels of the educational system to be compliant with the CRPD provisions so that pupils and students with or without disabilities are educated according to the rights-based approach to disability; ensure the education and training of teachers so that they can respond to the diversified needs of all pupils, especially of those with disabilities.
· To ensure early identification of children with disabilities and establish affordable public services for early intervention and education for all children who have special educational needs.
· To establish a timely and accessible mechanism for redress when students with disabilities and their families have not been adequately supported or have experienced discrimination.
· To develop targeted lifelong learning programs with special emphasis on persons facing multiple discrimination (e.g. young people/ women/ migrants and refugees with disabilities, etc.).
· To establish the institutional representation of the NCPD to the Board of Directors of the National Organization for the Certification of Qualifications and Vocational Guidance (EOPPEP) and the Institute for Educational Policy (IEP).
· To develop an action plan for the expanding and the improvement of the collection of statistical data for the monitoring of Article 24.

[bookmark: _tgzhuc7o290g][bookmark: _Toc15059092][bookmark: _Toc15059286]Article 25 – Health
[bookmark: _amk559qtwq30]Recommendations
· To mainstream disability policies into all public health policies for ensuring the right to accessible health care and services for all persons with disabilities through the public system of healthcare.
· To adopt measures to ensure that all hospitals and other health facilities are physically accessible to all persons with disabilities in all regions of the state party, including rural and island areas, and that quality health care is made available to all persons with disabilities, including women and girls, as well as migrant workers and members of their families; develop a targeted, measurable and financed plan of action aiming at the elimination of all kinds of barriers faced by persons with disabilities, in particular for persons with psychosocial disabilities.
· To conduct training to ensure that health-care practitioners are aware of the rights of persons with disabilities under the Convention and have the tools to provide appropriate advice for persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities.
· To ensure the provision of information in accessible formats for persons with disabilities, including Braille, sign language and Easy-to-Read, regarding services and educational programs available to persons with disabilities.
· T0 ensure and modernize the public character of the National Healthcare System - Make institutional interventions such as:
· The participation of the NCDP and its member organizations in all Health Policy Planning and Implementation Bodies.
· Creation of a framework for the institutional establishment and development of integrated health services at home and integration of the Personal Electronic Health File and the Electronic Health Card of the Citizen.
[bookmark: _5on04i1kcrhr][bookmark: _Toc14980346][bookmark: _Toc15059094][bookmark: _Toc15059288]Article 26 – Habilitation and Rehabilitation
[bookmark: _y2522uu52cae]Recommendations
· To adopt a National Action Plan on habilitation and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities so as to be in line with the provisions of the Convention. 
· To establish a Rehabilitation Department at the Ministry of Health as well as a Network of Rehabilitation Units; upgrade their services and modernize the existing National Rehabilitation Center.
· To take appropriate legislative measures to secure access for persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, to free and/or affordable health related habilitation and rehabilitation services.
· To take measures to provide early intervention services to all children with disabilities.

[bookmark: _kf2kaaumi4z2][bookmark: _Toc15059096][bookmark: _Toc15059290][bookmark: _k7e08ya3mk83]Article 27 – Work and Employment
Recommendations 
· To mainstream the disability dimension into all employment and training policies, measures and programs and improve the accessibility of OAED's physical and electronic services to persons with disabilities. 
· To establish the institutional representation of NCDP in the Board of Directors of OAED -Reinstate the National Employment Committee.
· To reform and modernize the positive action measures that the Greek State has put in place to facilitate the access of persons with disabilities to the employment, which have in practice become inactive (e.g. reforming the national quota system of Law 2643/1996 Government) and introduce new ones (e.g. supported employment).
· To remove all disincentives that prevent persons with disabilities from participating in employment (e.g. complete disconnection of the allowance policy from employment) and establish a modern incentive system (e.g. grants, tax exemptions to employers etc.) facilitating persons with disabilities’ access to paid employment in the private sector, self-employment, entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship.
· To enhance the role of the Labor Inspectorate with the aim of fully respecting the principle of non-discrimination due to disability and the reasonable adjustments implementation.
 
[bookmark: _8afha18imca4][bookmark: _Toc15059097][bookmark: _Toc15059291][bookmark: _oclcgie3nmuj][bookmark: _2nucax1uh95h]Article 28 – Adequate Standard of Living and Social Protection 
Recommendations 
· To design and implement of a fair pension system, to improve living conditions and preserve the dignity of persons with disabilities
· To design and implement of a tax system that will support and strengthen the income of persons with disabilities taking into account the additional costs needed to meet the needs of disability, through specific measures such as:
· To increase the disability allowances, given that they have not been increased since the beginning of the economic crisis and expand them to all categories of disability.
· To ensure a community-based services delivery system, through which there will be adequate funding for the operation of social care services and adequate staffing.
· To promote the Municipalities as the main provider of supporting services -at community level- for persons with disabilities through the operation of social structures -Strengthen the institution of sheltered life support and ensure smooth financing.
· To evaluate and update the disability certification system (KEPA).
· To take targeted measures and policies to strengthen Mental HealthCare structures and services.
· To develop targeted actions to strengthen persons with disabilities as general and special consumers.

[bookmark: _fqe97p7fmwre][bookmark: _Toc15059098][bookmark: _Toc15059292][bookmark: _gmrehomm3dv3][bookmark: _mw8kxw3224di]Article 29 – Participation in Political and Public Life
Recommendations 
· To take concrete measures to enable the political and public participation of all persons with disabilities, including their right to vote and stand for election, regardless of their disability. – Annul all legal provisions which are removing the legal capacity of persons with disabilities and hence their right to vote. - Reform the substitute decision-making system to supported decision making system so as all persons with disabilities, particularly persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, to exercise their right to vote.
· To eliminate the accessibility barriers that persons with disabilities have to deal with during the election day, e.g., regarding the voting procedures, facilities and materials.
· To take measures, such as modification of the electoral code, to adopt alternative methods in order for persons with disabilities to exercise their right to vote.
· To promote and encourage the political participation of persons with disabilities, and particularly women, in political life and public decision-making.

[bookmark: _wxjk9jfjbvg2][bookmark: _Toc15059099][bookmark: _Toc15059293]Article 30 – Participation in Cultural Life, Recreation, Leisure and Sport
[bookmark: _id20nk8kjsuc]Recommendations 
· To mainstream the disability dimension in every cultural policy, process, action, measure and program to ensure the human right of persons with disabilities and chronic diseases to full and equal participation as public, employees and/or creators-artists in the cultural heritage, sites, material, services as well as in the  modern culture (e.g. by taking measures to develop and exploit the creative, artistic and intellectual potential of persons with disabilities and chronic diseases) and in the cultural and creative industries
· To mainstream the disability dimension in every tourism policy, process, action, measure and program – Establish a strong legislative framework to apply the "Tourism for All" principles as a basis for planning and developing of all types of tourism policy and activity- Promote a cross-sectoral cooperation (tourism, transport, culture, trade, etc.) to develop synergies to ensure the universal accessibility of the tourism chain
· To establish systematic registration and continuous updating and promotion of accessible tourism infrastructure and services at local, regional and national level, in accessible formats
· To establish the inclusion in the curricula of the Schools of Tourism Professions, at all levels, of a compulsory course for servicing / dealing with persons with disabilities
· To mainstream the disability dimension in every policy, process, action, measure and program concerning leisure and sport to promote the full participation of persons with disabilities to them
· To take measures to ensure both the physical and digital accessibility of persons with disabilities to cultural, tourism and leisure/sports infrastructures and services including the communication and information systems
· [bookmark: _itzf5u9hh0y6]To support the Greek sign language interpretation service offered by the Federation of Deaf Persons, establish a university department that will offer training in the Greek sign language, the history, civilization and anthropology of the community of deaf persons
[bookmark: _Toc15059100][bookmark: _Toc15059294]Article 31 – Statistics and Data Collection
Recommendations 
· To develop a National Action Plan for the production of the necessary data by policy area, in cooperation with the Observatory on Disability Issues of the NCDP.
· To build the capacity of Hellenic Statistical System in the development, collection and analysis of data for persons with disabilities on the basis of a human rights-based approach to disability - Establish a specialized department at the Hellenic Statistical Authority as a sub-focal point (article 33 of CRPD) cooperating with the Observatory on Disability Issues of NCDP.
· To monitor the obligation of the administrative bodies and authorities to collect and update disability statistics regarding their areas of responsibility (Law 4488/2017 Government Gazette 137 A, article 62) - Create and update continuously a relevant register in each sub-focal point.

[bookmark: _3djcoardm2a7][bookmark: _Toc15059101][bookmark: _Toc15059295][bookmark: _svt3g6oz2e6c]Article 32 – International Cooperation
Recommendations  
· To review the existing registration criteria and/or preconditions of the Special Registry of Non-Governmental Organizations of the International Development Cooperation Department (YDAS) so as to -when the Registry starts its operation again- disability organizations can participate in humanitarian and development aid actions and programs.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Hellenic Statistical Authority and the bodies of the Greek Statistical System, as well, should collaborate with the NCDP Observatory on Disability Issues for mainstreaming disability and the human rights approach to disability into the monitoring indicators for the implementation of SDGs at the national level.  

[bookmark: _toy3sugp0dcf][bookmark: _Toc15059102][bookmark: _Toc15059296]Article 33 – National Implementation and Monitoring
Recommendations 
· To sign a Partnership Agreement between the Government and the National Confederation of Disabled People (NCDP) for the   implementation and monitoring of the CRPD for removing all barriers that hinder persons with disabilities to enjoy their rights on equal basis with others.
· To reinforce the role and capacity of the appointed main focal designated for the coordination of the implementation of the Convention across different sectors and at different levels - Establish a Special Service to fulfill this role.
· To establish an Independent Ombudsman's Office or a Deputy Ombudsman's for Persons with Disabilities to monitor the implementation of the Convention.
· To amend / complete the Law 4448/2017 (Government Gazette 137 A) as follows:
· Definition, in the Government Presidency, of a National Coordinator for monitoring the implementation of the CRPD and of all relevant policies as well as for coordinating the central focal point and the sub-focal points and drawing up an Organization and Operation Regulation of the Coordinating Mechanism and the Focal Points.
· Establishment of a sub-focal point in each Independent Authority.
· Include as equal parts in the Framework for the promotion of the Convention a) the Ombudsman, b) the NCDP and c) the National Commission for Human Rights.
· Issue of all the regulatory or common regulatory acts provided for in Law 4488/2017.

· To establish the institutional recognition of the Observatory on Disability Issues of NCDP as a research body and as NCDP’s supporting mechanism for the implementation of the CRPD - Ensure funding for its smooth operation.
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