
Type in your search phrase  Search  advanced search

USERNAME: PASSWORD:

Login

All the News Premium Blogs Video In Pictures Advertise Premium Subscription RSS Contact Newsletters

PREMIUM SELECTION

22 NOV 18

Serbia Remains Out
of Line With Israel at
UN
Serbia’s recent UN voting
pattern confirms that its
good bilateral relations
with Israel have not
resolved all their foreign

policy differences.

22 NOV 18

Slovakia’s Lajcak:
Serbia-Kosovo Land
Swap ‘Anti-
Democratic’
Veteran Balkan envoy
Miroslav Lajcak warns any
possible land swap

between Serbia and Kosovo along ethnic lines would
have broad ramifications for the region.

21 NOV 18

‘New World Order’: The ‘Natural Family’
Franchise Goes Global
21 NOV 18

Serbian Tech Firms Look Abroad for Staff
21 NOV 18

China’s Educational Outreach Still a One-
Way Street

21 NOV 18

Bosnia’s Absurdist Tale of Two Sarajevos
19 NOV 18

Multitasking: Collecting Paychecks from the
Serbian State
19 NOV 18

Reforming Moldova’s Judiciary is
'Challenge’, US Judge Says

19 NOV 18

Macedonia Wastes Millions on Non-
Working Civil Servants

LATEST NEWS FROM THE BALKANS

22 NOV 18

Albanian Police Clash With Protesters Over
House Demolitions
22 NOV 18

Investigation Uncovers Second Russian
Montenegro Coup Suspect
22 NOV 18

Turkey Asks Bosnia to Extradite Alleged
‘Gulenist’
22 NOV 18

Probe Urged After Pork Found in Bosnian
Army Rations
22 NOV 18

Serbian Minister’s Father 'Mediated Saudi
Weapon Sales'
22 NOV 18

Serbia-Kosovo Media Wage War Over Tax
Hike
22 NOV 18

Moldova-Turkey Trade Ties Grow Since
Renditions
22 NOV 18

Bosnian Serb War Crimes Defendant Found
Dead

All Balkans
Albania
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Kosovo
Macedonia
Montenegro
Romania
Serbia

News
Business
Culture and Lifestyle
Video
Blog

Analysis
Comment
Features
Interviews
Investigations
Profiles
Premium

About BIRN
About Balkan Insight
Corrections and Complaints
Services
Partner Network
Contact

Published by

Copyright BIRN 2007 | Terms of use | Privacy Policy

ALBANIA BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA BULGARIA CROATIA KOSOVO MACEDONIA MONTENEGRO ROMANIA SERBIA ALL BALKAN COUNTRIES

Balkan Transitional Justice Paper Trail ISIS in the Balkans Turkey and the Balkans The Balkans and Russia BIRN Summer School Moldova in Focus

TALK ABOUT IT!

Share:

NEWS  22 NOV 18

Albanian Police Clash With Protesters Over House
Demolitions
Several police and protesters were injured in Tirana on Thursday after protesters seeking
compensation for houses due for demolition to make way for a highway clashed with police
near parliament.

Gjergj Erebara  BIRN  Tirana

 

 Protesters clash with police in Tirana on 22 November 2018. Photo: Malton Dibra/LSA

Albanian police said 12 police officers and three protesters were injured after protesters
threw fireworks while protesting near parliament against the demolition without
compensation of several dozen homes and businesses on the edge of Tirana.

The government plans to clear the area to enlarge a stretch of the Tirana ring road, and had
offered below-market compensation for those with ownership deeds and two years' rent foryears
the rest.

Members of about 300 families affected by the development have protested daily by
blocking roads. The protest moved to parliament on Thursday, while Socialist Party MPs
were summoned to a plenary session inside.

The protesters seek compensation for the loss of the houses, some of them built over two
decades ago, along scores of other illegal developments across the country. They claim they
will end up homeless if the plan is carried forward.

They were protesting especially against Tirana Mayor Erion Veliaj, who mocked the
protesters as "cave dwellers" in a speech last week. Most inhabitants of the affected area had
come here following the collapse of Communism in 1991 from remote mountainous areas.

Seeking to clarify his statement, Veliaj said later that he was referring to several opposition
MPs seen among the protesters and not to local people in general.

However, hundreds of them hurled slogans like "We are not cave dwellers" while protesting
at the parliament.

Police said about 11 of them were arrested following the violence.ž

Prime Minister Edi Rama later visited wounded police officers at Tirana Military Hospital
and said violence would not be tolerated. Earlier, he attacked protesters as abusers,
accusing some of owning several illegal buildings in several places.

Meanwhile, the opposition Democratic Party and Socialist Movement of Integration have
accused the highway development of corruption, citing the unusually high costs of the
works.
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The 2.3 km-long highway is expected to cost about 40 million euros, which is about 17
million euros per kilometer.

The government claims the procurement was based on the law and says the cost is high
because works include several underpasses and overpasses.

The government has previously destroyed scores of buildings legally or illegally built but the
extent of the current demolitions seems higher than in previous cases.
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