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Madame Chair, Members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, 

On the occasion of this session during the year of the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, UNHCR is pleased to have the opportunity to say a few words on the state of children’s rights in the context of displacement and statelessness, and to provide an update on some of our work to advance the implementation of the CRC. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As we enter 2019, the situation for displaced and stateless children is critical. The sheer numbers of children fleeing violence and persecution, which continue to increase year on year, is cause enough for concern. In 2017, children constituted 52% of the total refugee population, up from 41% in 2009 – for refugees in Africa, this rises to 59%[footnoteRef:1]. As of 2016, around 1 in 80 of the world’s children was living in forced displacement – an estimated 28 million children[footnoteRef:2]. With a stateless child being born somewhere in the world at least every 10 minutes, this is a problem that is also growing. [footnoteRef:3]  [1:  UNHCR, Global Trends: Forced Displacement in 2017, June 2018, available at: https://www.unhcr.org/uk/statistics/unhcrstats/5b27be547/unhcr-global-trends-2017.html. ]  [2:  UNHCR, UNICEF, et al, A call to action: Protecting children on the move starts with better data, February 2018, available at: https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Migration_advocacy_brief.pdf. ]  [3:  UNHCR, I Am Here, I Belong: The urgent need to end child statelessness, 3 November 2015, available at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/563368b34.html ] 

As you know, refugee and displaced children and youth are often at a higher risk of violence and exploitation. An estimated 77% of refugee adolescents do not attend secondary school, depriving them of a key protection measure[footnoteRef:4]. Over 100 countries are known to detain children in immigration detention[footnoteRef:5]. On the Central Mediterranean Route, 8 out of 10 adolescents and youth reported exploitation. The risk is higher for those from sub-Saharan Africa, and for those traveling alone. [footnoteRef:6] [4:  UNHCR, Left Behind: Refugee education crisis, 2018, available at: https://www.unhcr.org/59b696f44.pdf. ]  [5:  UNHCR, UNICEF, et al, A call to action: Protecting children on the move starts with better data, February 2018, available at: https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Migration_advocacy_brief.pdf.]  [6:  UNICEF and IOM, Harrowing Journeys: Children and youth on the move across the Mediterranean Sea, at risk of trafficking and exploitation, September 2017, available at: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2018/465&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC. ] 

Children are also increasingly the targets of violence and persecution in conflict, including child recruitment and sexual abuse. The top 5 refugee-producing countries all have armed forces and/or groups that are listed for grave violations of children’s rights in armed conflict by the Secretary General[footnoteRef:7]. More and more children who are forced to flee are also deprived of the protection of their parents and families. In 2017, UNHCR reported 173,800 unaccompanied or separated children (UASC) [footnoteRef:8], although we know this is just the tip of the iceberg.  [7:  United Nations, Report of the Secretary General, Children and Armed Conflict, 16 May 2018, A/72/865–S/2018/465, available at: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2018/465&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC. ]  [8:  This conservative estimate takes into account new applications, asylum seekers and refugees. UNHCR, Global Trends: Forced Displacement in 2017, June 2018, available at: https://www.unhcr.org/uk/statistics/unhcrstats/5b27be547/unhcr-global-trends-2017.html ] 

In the face of these challenges, States, civil society, and humanitarian agencies are working with every energy to protect children’s rights. UNHCR would also like to applaud the work of the Committee in this area, and in particular to applaud the two Joint General Comments with the Committee on the Protection of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families which were adopted in 2017. These General Comments reaffirm many key provisions for the implementation of children’s rights in the context of displacement and migration, and provide important guidance for States and organisations. 
Indeed, many of the key provisions for children’s rights, including the centrality of the best interests of the child, and the rights to survival and development, liberty, family unity, protection, participation and to a nationality are also at the heart of the Global Compact on Refugees (GCR)[footnoteRef:9], which was adopted by the General Assembly on 17 December 2018.  This is also the case for its sister Compact, the Global Compact on Migration. UNHCR looks forward to working with the Committee and other partners here to ensure that children’s rights are also at the forefront of the implementation of both of the Global Compacts.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  United Nations, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Part II: Global Compact on Refugees, December 2018, A/73/12 (Part II), accessible at: https://www.unhcr.org/gcr/GCR_English.pdf.]  [10:  In particular, UNHCR notes the ongoing importance that States: (a) Accede to the Refugee and Statelessness Conventions; (b) Include of refugee children in national action plans on violence against children, child labour etc.; and, (d) Review and strengthen of national asylum and child protection systems to ensure non-discriminatory access and full compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.] 

Against this backdrop, I will not try to provide an overview of all of our work to strengthen rights-based protection for displaced and stateless children, but I do will highlight a few recent developments that may be of interest. 
In November 2018, UNHCR updated its Guidelines on Assessing and Determining the Best Interests of the Child[footnoteRef:11]. The new Guidelines emphasise the importance of national child protection systems in best interests procedures, and ensuring that best interests procedures are part of a holistic process to support a child’s wellbeing.  [11:  UNHCR Guidelines on the Assessment and Determination of the Best Interests of the Child (Best Interests Procedure (BIP) Guidelines), November 2018, available at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/5c18d7254.html, replacing both UNHCR, Guidelines on Determining the Best Interests of the Child (Best Interests Determination (BID) Guidelines), May 2008, and UNHCR, Field Handbook for the Implementation of UNHCR BID Guidelines, 2011.] 

In January 2017, UNHCR published an updated position[footnoteRef:12] regarding the detention of refugee and migrant children in the migration context. UNHCR’s position – which is also that of the Committee as outlined in General Comment 23 – is that children should not be detained for immigration-related purposes, irrespective of their legal/migratory status or that of their parents, and that detention is never in their best interests.[footnoteRef:13] UNHCR has continued to advocate for the ending of child detention and has noted improvements in legislation and policy in several States[footnoteRef:14]. [12:  UNHCR's position regarding the detention of refugee and migrant children in the migration context, January 2017, available at: http://www.refworld.org/docid/5885c2434.html; see also, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Guidelines on the Applicable Criteria and Standards relating to the Detention of Asylum-Seekers and Alternatives to Detention, 2012, available at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/503489533b8.html.  ]  [13:  This position has been reinforced by Joint CRC-CMW General Comment No. 23, (CMW/C/GC/4-CRC/C/GC/23), of November 2017.]  [14:  UNHCR, Beyond Detention: A Global Strategy to support governments to end the detention of asylum-seekers and refugees, 2014-19, 2014, available at https://www.unhcr.org/53aa929f6; For more details of participating States and progress updates, see https://www.unhcr.org/detention.html ] 

In 2016, UNHCR and UNICEF also launched the Coalition on Every Child’s Right to a Nationality. Since the launch of the #IBelong campaign and the Coalition, six States[footnoteRef:15] have reformed their laws to allow stateless children born in their territory to acquire citizenship, and several others have improved legislation in other areas. [15:  Estonia, Armenia, Tajikistan, Luxembourg, Cuba and Iceland] 

This progress is exciting, and – although the scale of the challenges to the rights of displaced and stateless children are great – there are many more opportunities for progress in 2019 and beyond. We look forward to working together with the Committee and all of you in this respect to ensure that 2019 is a watershed moment for advancing child rights. 
Thank you.

