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Chairperson,

Members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

I am glad to be here on behalf of OHCHR’s team on human rights and disability, sharing with you some main developments that have taken place since you last met in August 2016, on OHCHR’s mandate to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities.

With regard to the Human Rights Council


Pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 28/4, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights was mandated to prepare a thematic study on the human rights of persons with disabilities in situations of risks and humanitarian emergencies. OHCHR’s report was submitted to the Council and is available at its web site. The Council welcomed this report in its resolution adopted on 21 March 2016 and included in it some of its recommendations. OHCHR thanks the inputs received from the Committee to the report and, particularly, the substantive inputs provided by Diane Kingston to the study. OHCHR also thanks Ms. Kingston for presenting the Committee’s standards developed under article 11 of the Convention at the annual debate on the rights of persons with disabilities that took place last 4 March.

The latest resolution from the Council decided on the focus of the next two thematic studies of OHCHR to be submitted in 2016 and 2017 for the Council’s 34th and 37th sessions, respectively. During 2016 OHCHR was mandated to prepare its report on the right equality and non-discrimination, under article 5 of the treaty. During 2017, OHCHR will work on drafting the second thematic study on the right of access to justice under article 13 of the Convention. I encourage the Committee to contribute to these studies and to focus extensive efforts on further developing their jurisprudence and understanding on these issues.

I also want to inform the Committee that OHCHR is working on the agenda for the Social Forum that will take place here in Geneva from 3 to 5 October 2016. I would like to thank the Committee for contributing to this work and to request the participation of the Chair of the Committee, María Soledad Cisternas Reyes, at the Social Forum. 
On the activities of OHCHR’s thematic work

In addition to the thematic mandate of the Human Rights Council, OHCHR will be starting this year a EU funded project on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable  Development. The Project will be implemented through the next four years, as of June 2016, and its main activities will focus on the development of human rights indicators for the CRPD, the elaboration of guidelines on data sources to populate the CRPD human rights indicators, the elaboration of policy guidelines on the implementation of the SDG under the CRPD, the elaboration of a matrix linking the SDG and the human rights indicators of the CRPD, and the design of training material and launching of an e-learning course on SDG implementation under the CRPD and CRPD monitoring using human rights indicators.

OHCHR will implement this project by performing a broad consultation and I appreciate receiving from the members of the Committee expressions of interest for their individual involvement in the consultation process. In addition, OHCHR considers that given the nature of this project, participation of committee members involved in the drafting and review of the Committee’s reporting guidelines would be of most importance.
I would like to bring the attention of the Committee to the High-Level Political Forum. As you know the 2030 Agenda adopted this platform to provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations on the Agenda's implementation and follow-up; keep track of progress; spur coherent policies informed by evidence, science and country experiences; as well as address new and emerging issues. 21 countries volunteered to be reviewed during the 2016 meeting, including Uganda, and the Economic and Social Council decided that the thematic focus of the meeting that will take place from 24 to 27 July will be “Ensuring that no one is left behind”. The reporting guidelines for Voluntary National Reviews at the HLPF indicate that countries may report on their good practices for involvement of civil society in their reporting processes. 
OHCHR would like to encourage the Committee to recommend in its concluding observations for States parties to uphold their obligations under article 4(3) of the Convention and to closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations; also, during their reporting processes to the HLPF. Building this good practice among member States will be key for including persons with disabilities in subsequent reviews. 
On the issue of accessibility

The General Assembly requested the Secretary General, in its resolution 70/170, to submit a comprehensive report on accessibility in the UN system. OHCHR will submit its contribution to the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, responsible from drafting the report, which already counts with the contribution from the Secretariat of the Committee as part of OHCHR’s mandate to support your activities. I would like to thank Mr. Jorge Araya for the inputs provided and I would like to encourage the Committee to present its independent submission to DESA as per paragraph 4(b) of the mentioned resolution, considering that the individual experiences of its members will be extremely valuable.
With these words we look forward to continuing our close cooperation with the Committee and its Secretariat team and we wish you a very fruitful 15th session.

Thank you.
