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Keywords: Rights of children of returned marriage migrants.
Summary: The Government of Vietnam should recognize the existence of children of women who have returned to Vietnam as a result of failed marriage migration, identify the scale of the problem, and put in place all necessary policies for their stable integration into Vietnamese society.

Measures to protect children of returned marriage migrants

1. International marriages of Vietnamese women to China, South Korea, and the United States have been going on for many years.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  HANDWIKI. Social: International marriage of Vietnamese women. Retrieved from, https://handwiki.org/wiki/Social:International_marriage_of_Vietnamese_women#cite_note-3] 


	Year
	Total
	China (includes Taiwan)
	Korea
	USA
	Others

	2009
	18,268
	3,458
	6,623
	4,569
	3,618

	2010
	19,282
	3,396
	8,425
	4,198
	3,263

	2011
	16,690
	3,229
	6,957
	3,925
	2,579

	2012
	16,341
	2,849
	6,343
	4,136
	3,013

	2013
	16,318
	3,205
	6,066
	5,105
	1,942

	2014
	15,174
	3,547
	4,374
	4,786
	4,409

	2015
	15,993
	4,395
	4,158
	5,119
	2,321






Source: Department of Civil Status, Nationality and Authentication, Ministry of Justice, 2015 and 2016.

Family dissolution is also expected to continue to increase. South Korea is one of the most popular destinations for Vietnamese women and there were 25,162 divorces of women from Vietnam between 2000 and 2022, which means that about 1 in 5 women (about 22.2%) are experiencing family breakdown.[footnoteRef:2] Some of these Vietnamese women are returning to Vietnam with their children and there is no official count yet. [2:  VN Express International. (2022). Vietnamese brides find out it's not milk and honey in foreign lands. Retrieved from, https://e.vnexpress.net/news/trend/vietnamese-brides-find-out-its-not-milk-and-honey-in-foreign-lands-4452586.html] 

2. The children of returned marriage migrants face following obstacles in settling in Vietnam society.
a) Legal residency
Despite the availability of a one-year TT visa, the children of retuned marriage migrants have not had access to this information and are returning home on short-term visas of three months. Short-term visas need to be renewed periodically, causing financial burdens and missed deadlines.   

b) Medical care
[bookmark: _GoBack]When a child is born in Vietnam, the birth is registered and entered into the family's civil registry. The local government then issues a medical insurance card that is valid until the child turns 6 years old.  In Vietnam, which does not allow dual citizenship, children of returned migrants cannot apply for health insurance as foreign nationals and therefore do not receive health insurance benefits.

Recommendation

· The Vietnamese government should identify the scale of children of returned marriage migrant across Vietnam. 
· The Vietnamese government should actively disseminate visa-related information to ensure that the children of these women have a stable stay in Vietnam.
· The Vietnamese government should take necessary measures to provide medical insurance to the children of returned marriage migrant who is under 6 years old.
· Administrative and institutional improvements should be made to ensure that especially undocumented children whose visa has been expired have access to public education, health care and all other social services. 
· Vietnam should make an effort to promote the integrity of international marriages by strengthening information exchange with the governments of international marriage partners and establish a comprehensive system of civil and judicial coordination on marriage dissolution to protect the right of the children.
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