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Appendix 1.1.1. By-laws issued in implementation of laws
➢ Law No. 47/2018 On some supplements and amendments to Law No. 9669, of 18 December 2006, On Measures Against Domestic Violence.
- Joint Instructions of the Minister of Interior and the Minister of Health and Social Protection:
No. 912, of 27 December 2018 On the approval of the model and procedures for the Order for Preliminary Measures for Immediate Protection;
No. 866, of 20 December 2018 On the approval of the model and procedures for risk assessment for cases of domestic violence, which provide for special obligations for the State Police.

➢ Law No. 111/2017 On Legal Aid Guaranteed by the State.
- DCM No. 110, of 6 March 2019 On determining the procedures and rules for the selection of non-profit organizations, authorized to provide primary legal aid guaranteed by the State, receiving funding from the State budget, and how are they funded;
- DCM No. 55, of 6 February 2019 On determining the procedures and documentation for the authorization of non-profit organizations providing primary legal aid guaranteed by the State;
- DCM No. 1, of 6 March 2019 On some amendments and supplements to Instruction No. 4, of 12 December 2012, of the Council of Ministers, On determining the amount of expenses and payments of experts and witnesses during Court proceedings;
- Instruction No. 1 of 8 March 2019, of the Minister of Justice On the approval of rules and procedures for the collection, completion and administration of registry data;
- Instruction No. 2, of 25 March 2019, of the Minister of Justice On procedures, periodicity and rules for verifying the circumstances for the return of benefits;
- Instruction No. 6 of 20 August 2019, of the Minister of Justice On the rules and procedures for payment of Court expenses, for which an exception has been established in the case of award of legal aid;
- Decision No. 231, of 12 November 2019, of the High Prosecutorial Council, On the approval of the regulation on the rules for guaranteeing compulsory protection and appointment based on the principle of rotation of the defence lawyer from the list of lawyers providing secondary legal aid services in criminal proceedings;
- Order No. 225 of 25 March 2019, of the Minister of Justice On the approval of the Forms of Legal Aid guaranteed by the State;
- Order No. 226 of 25 March 2019, of the Minister of Justice On the approval of Contracts of Legal Aid guaranteed by the State;
- Order No. 59, of 25 March 2019, On the approval of the structure and organigramme of the Directorate of Legal Aid.


➢ Law No. 18/2017 On the rights and protection of the child
- DCM No. 54, of 31 January 2018 On the Rules of Operation of the National Council for the Rights and Protection of the Child;
- DCM No. 91, of 14 February 2018 On Procedures for conducting controls and imposing sanctions by the State Agency for the Rights and Protection of the Child;
- DCM No. 148, of 13 March 2018 On Determining the Rules of Cooperation between Advisory and Institutional Coordination Mechanisms, Structures for the Rights and Protection of the Child and Non-Profit Organizations, for the Implementation of National and Local Policies, as well as for Child Protection Services;
- DCM No. 353, of 12 June 2018 On the Rules of Functioning of the Cross-cutting Technical Group for Child Protection at Municipalities and Administrative Units;
- DCM No. 578, of 3 September 2018 Referral and case management procedures, drafting and content of the Individual Protection Plan, financing of expenditures for its implementation, as well as the implementation of protection measures;
- DCM No. 129, of 13 March 2019 Procedures for Identification, Immediate Assistance and Referral of Economically Exploited Children, Including Children in Street Situation;
- DCM No. 111, of 06 March 2019 On Procedures and Rules for Return and Repatriation of the Child;
- Instruction No. 651, of 13 September 2019 On the procedures for reporting cases of children in need of protection (Joint Instruction of the Minister of Health and Social Protection, the Minister of Interior and the Minister of Education, Sports and Youth).

· Law No. 15/2019 On Employment Promotion

- DCM No. 554, of 31 July 2019 On the establishment, organization and functioning of the National Agency for Employment and Skills.
- Order of the Prime Minister No. 172, of 24 December 2019 On the Approval of the Structure and the National Employment and Skills Agency (NESA).
- DCM No. 17, of 15 January 2020 On procedures, criteria and rules for the implementation of employment promotion programs through employment, training and vocational practices.
- DCM No. 348, of 29 April 2020 On the procedures, criteria and rules for the implementation of the Employment Promotion Program, through self-employment.


Appendix 1.1.2. Approved Strategies and Action Plans 

· The Strategy for Combating Trafficking in Persons and its 2014-2017 Action Plan;
· The National Strategy for Gender Equality and its 2016-2020 Action Plan;
· The 2016-2020 National Health Strategy;
· The 2014-2020 National Strategy for Employment and Skills;
· The Strategy for Public Legal Education (2019-2023);
· The National Strategy for Migration and its Action Plan (2019-2022)
· The 2015-2020 National Strategy for Development and Integration (NSDI);
· The 2016-2020 National Action Plan for the Integration of Roma and Egyptians in the Republic of Albania;
· The 2016 -2020 National Action Plan for the LGBTI in the Republic of Albania;
· The National Plan for Persons with Disabilities, June 2016;
· The Action Plan for Socio-Economic Reintegration of Women and Girls who are Victims/Potential Victims of Trafficking;
· The 2018-2020 National Action Plan for Fighting Trafficking in Persons;
· The 2011-2020 National Plan against Tumours; 
· The 2014-2020 National Action Plan for Supporting Women Entrepreneurs;
· The 2016-2020 National Action Plan on LGBTI persons in the Republic of Albania; 
· The 2019-2021 Action Plan for the Penitentiary System; 
· The Action Plan for the implementation of the UN Universal Periodic Human Rights Review (UPR) Mechanism;
· The 2017-2020 National Agenda for the Rights of the Child;
· The 2020-2024 National Policy Document on Aging, accompanied by its Action Plan;
· The 2016-2020 Policy Document on Social Inclusion;


Appendix 2: Training events in the context of promotion of knowledge on the Convention and its additional Protocols relating to promotion of gender equality

Appendix 2.1.1. Training events organised by the School of Magistrates (August 2016 – to date)
	29-30 September 2016
	Training Retreat: Development of new curricula on gender equality and non-discrimination and positive practices related to assessing the needs of Judges and Prosecutors on gender equality and non-discrimination issues.

	Vlora
Participants: 2 full-time professors of the School of Magistrates as well as 10 administrative staff of the School of Magistrates 

	24 October 2016
	Direct implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The role of the Court and of the justice system.

	Regional training organised in 
Elbasan 
Hotel Skampini
Participants: 3 Judges;
2 Prosecutors; 
1 Judicial Police Officers; 4 inspectors of the HCJ

	25 October 2016
	Direct implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The role of the Court and of the Justice System.

	Regional training organised in 
Kruja at
Panorama Hotel
Participants: 8 Judges;
4 Prosecutors; 
5 Administrative staff; 5 Inspectors

	26-27 -28 October 2017
	European standards related to equality and non-discrimination - the importance of their recognition and implementation by the justice system. Protected Areas – Case-law of the ECtHR and ECJ.
Domestic legal framework and case-law on equality and non-discrimination.
Institutional framework related to issues of equality and non-discrimination.


	White Dream Hotel, Tirana
Participants: 11 judges 

	10 June 2019
	Gender equality and gender-based violence - focusing on legal amendments, services provided to victims and rehabilitation/work with offenders.
	Iliria Hotel
Participants: 10 candidates for magistrates

	19 September 2019
	Gender Theory and the Courtroom: From Personal Experiences to Judicial Decisions

	Hotel Hilton Tirana
Participants: 11 judges, 3 candidates for magistrates/ the judge profile 

	20 September 2019
	Gender Theory and the Courtroom: The International Context v. Albanian Law and Case-law.

	Hotel Hilton Tiranë
Participants: 12 Judges, 3 candidates for magistrates, the judge profile 

	26 September 2019
	Gender Prejudice in the Courtroom: Individual and Organizational Strategies to Reduce Prejudice in Judicial Decisions.

	Hotel Hilton, Tirana
Participants: 10 Judges, 4 candidates for magistrates/the Judge profile 

	4 October 2019
	Gender Theory in the Courtroom: Evidence-Based Decision Making on Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment Cases.

	Hotel Hilton Tirana,
Participants: 7 judges, 4 candidates for magistrates/the Judge profile 

	8-10 January 2020
	Development of academic staff on gender issues.

	Hotel Hilton Tirana,
Participants: 6 Judges, 2 candidates for magistrates/the Judge profile 


	29 June 2020
	Gender theories and sexual harassment.
	Online
Participants: 10 judges



Appendix 2.1.2. Training events organised by the General Directorate of State Police 
During 2016:

· Pursuant to the Order of the Director General of the State Police No. 599, of 16 June 2016 On an Addendum to the State Police Training Plan for 2016, a training was organised on the topic of domestic violence, offered by the Council of Europe, on 28 - 29 June 2016. The training was attended by 25 police officers.
· During 2016, with the support of the OSCE, several trainings were offered to police officers at the Local Police Directorates of Tirana, Durres, Korca, Vlora, Gjirokastra, Berat, Lezhe, Fier, Elbasan on the topic of domestic violence. Each training was attended by 20-25 police officers.
· Also, during 2016, with the UNDP’s support, trainings were organised on the topic of: The role of the State Police in the implementation of the Law On measures against domestic violence and the mechanism of coordinated response to domestic violence. The trainings were attended by about 100 employees of Police Stations in Kruja, Saranda, Burrel, Kavaja, Erseke and Permet.

During year 2018;
· Three two-day training sessions were organised on the investigation of sexual crimes, through which 60 specialists were trained on domestic violence, minors and sexual crimes, as well as crime specialists at Police Commissariats. 

During year 2019:
· In cooperation with the Academy of Security and the UNDP, and pursuant to Order No. 1/646, of 16 April 2019 On organisation of training events on the legal amendments addressing domestic violence issues, trainings were organised in all the 12 Local Police Directorates, attended in total by about 320 police staff.
· With the support of the Swedish Community Policing Programme, a training event was organised on the recognition and implementation of legal amendments in addressing domestic violence, where about 37 from the Local Police Directorate of Kukes were trained. The training was conducted in December 2019.

During year 2020:
· With the support of the Swedish Community Policing Programme, a training event was organised on the recognition and implementation of legal amendments in addressing domestic violence, where about 70 from the Local Police Directorate of Elbasan were trained. The training was conducted in January 2020. 
· Based on the National Strategy on Gender Equality, the State Police has drafted the Action Plan On the Integration of Women Police Officers, in line with which trainings on gender equality and promotion of knowledge on the Convention and its protocols on discrimination against women and girls were organised. In the period of time from 2016 to 2020, a total of 1507 women and girls from the State Police have been trained. 
The trainings on gender equality and against discrimination are enabled from ICITAP, Council of Europe, OSCE, PAMECA V, UN WOMEN Albania, as well as trainings on Women Leadership. 
· During 2020, several trainings and meetings have been organised by the Council of Europe and the OSCE on gender promotion, in order to get the participants acquainted with the international legal framework, such as the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the Istanbul Convention, the Additional Protocol to the CEDAW Convention, ILO Conventions on Discrimination (employment and job placement).  
· The Academy of Security has trained 500 students on the Manual against Hate Speech and the rights of the LGBTI Community.   
· In the framework of gender equality and prohibition from discrimination, the State Police has approved by virtue of the Order of the General Directorate of State Police No. 96, of 10 February 2015, Policies on training of staff against sexual harassment at the State Police. In the context of legal amendments and pursuant to the Order of the General Directorate of State Police No. 86, of 24 January 2020, a working group has been established for reviewing such policies. In its implementation, a total of 700 Police staff in the regions of Tiranë, Durrës, Elbasan, Korcë, Gjirokastër, Fier and Vlorë have been trained.  

2.1.3. Training events organised by the General Prosecutor’s Office 
The Prosecution Office has attended a series of international events, such as trainings, study visits, conferences, operational meetings, et al., representing itself with prosecutors, judicial police officers and legal assistants. The followings are, inter alia, the events organised by this institution:
· Training on domestic violence, organised with the support of the US Embassy on 07-11 November 2016, in Budapest;
· Training on gender-based violence, organised by the Swedish Police Authority in cooperation with the Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation on 12-22 November 2018 in Austria;
· Participation at the International Summit on Trafficking in Persons, Modern Slavery, Organised Crime and Exploitation for Work in Europe, organised on 21-23 February 2018 in London;
· Participation at the official visit in The Netherlands, with the aim of acquiring more information on organised crime, asylum-seeking, and trafficking in human beings, and on the importance of cooperation between central and local authorities, held on 07-08 February 2018, in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and The Hague.

Appendix 3. Data on enforcement of Court Decisions relating to the rights of women, including those on food pensions 

· For the period of 01 July 2016 to 31 December 2016 a total of 6100 (six thousand one hundred) cases have been issued related to food pensions, 719 (seven hundred and nineteen) cases related to meetings with children and 4 (four) cases of child custody. 5624 cases of food pensions are in continuous execution, out of which 1593 (one thousand five hundred and ninety three) the food pension obligation is not settled due to insolvency by the debtor and the procedural actions are continuously repeated for verification of his or her movable and immovable property for the purpose of execution of such obligation, whereas for 219 (two hundred and nineteen) cases the food pension obligation is partially and incompletely settled, also due to insolvency, 462 (four hundred and sixty two) cases are fully executed, and pursuant to Article 125, of Law No. 7895, of 27 January 1995 Criminal Code of the Republic of Albania, as amended, 70 criminal lawsuits have been filed for failure to meet the food pension obligations by the relevant parties.
· For the period of from 01 January 2017 – 31 December 2017, statistics show of a total of 6132 (six thousand one hundred and thirty-two) cases on food pension, 825 (eight hundred and twenty-five) cases on meeting with children and 12 (twelve) cases on child custody. 6064 cases of food pensions are in continuous execution, out of which 1757 relate to the food pension obligation not being settled due to insolvency by the debtor and the procedural actions are continuously repeated for verification of his or her movable and immovable property for the purpose of execution of such obligation, whereas for 231 cases the food pension obligation is partially and incompletely settled, also due to insolvency, 65 cases are fully executed, and pursuant to Article 125, of Law No. 7895, of 27 January 1995 Criminal Code of the Republic of Albania, as amended, 80 criminal lawsuits have been filed for failure to meet the food pension obligations by the relevant parties.
· For the period of from 01 January 2018 to 31 December 2018, statistics show of a total of 6547 (six thousand five hundred and forty-seven) cases on food pension, 966 (nine hundred and sixty-six) cases on meeting with children and 11 (eleven) cases on child custody. 6477 cases of food pensions are in continuous execution, out of which 2488 relate to the food pension obligation not being met settled to insolvency by the debtor and the procedural actions are continuously repeated for verification of his or her movable and immovable property for the purpose of execution of such obligation, whereas for 215 cases the food pension obligation is partially and incompletely settled, also due to insolvency, 49 cases are fully executed, and pursuant to Article 125, of Law No. 7895, of 27 January 1995 Criminal Code of the Republic of Albania, as amended, 65 criminal lawsuits have been filed for failure to meet the food pension obligations by the relevant parties.
· For the period of from 01 January 2019 to 31 December 2019, statistics show of a total of 7221 (seven thousand two hundred and thirty-one) cases on food pension, 1134 (one thousand one hundred and thirty-four) cases on meeting with children and 13 (thirteen) cases on child custody. 7129 cases of food pensions are in continuous execution, out of which 2754 relate to the food pension obligation not being settled due to insolvency by the debtor and the procedural actions are continuously repeated for verification of his or her movable and immovable property for the purpose of execution of such obligation, whereas for 216 cases the food pension obligation is partially and incompletely settled, also due to insolvency, 67 cases are fully executed, and pursuant to Article 125, of Law No. 7895, of 27 January 1995 Criminal Code of the Republic of Albania, as amended, 55 criminal lawsuits have been filed for failure to meet the food pension obligations by the relevant parties.
· For the period of from January 2020 – 30 April 2020, statistics show of a total of 7309 (seven thousand three hundred and nine) cases on food pension, 1115 (one thousand one hundred and fifteen) cases on meeting with children and 10 (ten) cases on child custody. 7272 cases of food pensions are in continuous execution, out of which 2824 relate to the food pension obligation not being settled due to insolvency by the debtor and the procedural actions are continuously repeated for verification of his or her movable and immovable property for the purpose of execution of such obligation, whereas for 215 cases the food pension obligation is partially and incompletely settled, also due to insolvency, whereas 33 cases are fully executed. Pursuant to Article 125, of Law No. 7895, of 27 January 1995 Criminal Code of the Republic of Albania, as amended, 18 criminal lawsuits have been filed for failure to meet the food pension obligations by the relevant parties.

[bookmark: _Hlk58322082]Appendix 3.1. Data on the enforcement of judgements on women’s rights, including maintenance 

Between 01.01.2020 - 30.09.2020, there is a total of 7,432 food maintenance cases, 14 custody cases, and 1,203 cases dealing with the right of one parent to see the child. 7,205 food maintenance cases are being enforced on a continuous basis, of which 2,932 cannot be enforced for lack of funds on the part of the debtor, therefore, procedures for the identification of their assets both movable and immovable are continued at all times. Of these 2,932 cases, 228 cannot be fully enforced due to insufficiency of funds, whilst 222 have been enforced completely. Pursuant to Article 125 of Law No. 7895/1995 The Criminal Code of Albania, as amended, 43 criminal proceedings have been instigated for the offence of failing to pay maintenance.

Appendix 4. The legal framework on the burden of proof in cases of discrimination 
· Law No. 10221/2010 On Protection from Discrimination, provides for the distribution/shifting of the burden of proof in cases of discrimination. More specifically, its Article 36, paragraph 6 provides that: After the plaintiff presents the evidence on which he/she bases his/her claim and based on which the Court may presume discriminatory behaviour, the plaintiff is obliged to prove that the facts do not constitute discrimination under this law.
· The Code of Administrative Procedures approved by Law No. 44/20151, provides for a special regulation on the burden of proof in cases of discrimination, by virtue of its Article 82, paragraph 2, which provides that: in the cases when the party files evidence upon which the claim for discriminatory behaviour is based and based on which discrimination may be claimed, the other party and/or the public body is obliged to prove that the facts do not constitute discrimination, despite the obligation of the public body to make available to the parties the evidence possessed by it.
· The Labour Code, with the amendments made to it by virtue of Law No. 136/2015, of 5 December 2015, provides for a special regulation for cases of discrimination in employment and profession. Its Article 9, paragraph 10 provide that: In all complaint procedures, which are followed according to paragraph 9 of this Article, if the complainant or plaintiff presents facts from which it can be alleged that he has been discriminated against in the exercise of the right to employment and profession, the person against whom the complaint is filed or the defendant is obliged to prove that the principle of equal treatment has not been violated.



Appendix 5. The rights of the victim of the criminal offence 
· Article 58 of the Criminal Procedure Code, in which paragraph 3 is added by virtue of Law No. 8813, of 13 June 2002 and amended by virtue of Law No. 35/2017, of 30 March 2017, provides that:
1. The victim of a criminal offence has the right:
a) to require the prosecution of the perpetrator;
b) to seek medical care, psychological assistance, counselling and other services provided by the authorities, organizations or institutions responsible for assisting the victims of criminal offences.
c) to communicate in his or her own language and to be assisted by a translator and an interpreter of the language of signs or communication facilitator for people who are not able to speak and hear;
ç) to choose a defence lawyer and, when appropriate,  to receive free legal aid pursuant to the legislation in force;
d) to seek at any time information about the status of the proceedings, and to be acquainted about the acts and evidence, without breaching the principle of the secrecy of investigations;
dh) to require to receive the evidence and submit other requests to the proceeding authority;
e) to be informed about the arrest of the accused person and his or her release under the conditions provided for in this Code;
ë) to be informed for the non-initiation of proceedings, the dismissal of the case, the initiation and the completion of the adjudication;
f) to file an appeal in the Court against the decision of the Prosecutor for non-initiation of the proceedings and the decision of the Prosecutor or of the Judge of the preliminary hearing to dismiss the charge or the case;
g) to ask for compensation of damages and be accepted as a civil plaintiff in the criminal case;
h) to be excluded, in the cases provided for by the law, from payment of every expense for receiving the acts and of judicial fee for the submission of the lawsuit related to the status of the victim of the criminal offence;
i) to be summoned in the preliminary hearing and in the first appearance;
j) to be heard by the Court even when none of the parties requires him or her to be summoned as a witness;
k) to exercise other rights as provided for under this Code.
2. The proceeding authority shall immediately notify the victim on the rights referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and keep minutes of its notification.
3. The victim with no legal capacity to act shall exercise his or her rights through his/her legal representative or the legal guardian, unless this is not in the interest of the victim. When incompatibility is noticed between the interests of the victim and those of the legal representative or the guardian, the Court appoints a special guardian in compliance with the provisions of the Family Code. 
4. Heirs of the victim as defined by this Code shall have the rights provided for under paragraph one, letters: a), e), ë), f), gj) and k) of this Article. If the heir of the victim is a child, he or she shall be represented by a legal guardian. 
· Article 58/a of the Criminal Procedure Code, as supplemented by Law No. 35/2017, of 30 March 2017, provides that in addition to the rights provided for under Article 58 and other provisions of this Code, as well as the special legislation on minors, the minor victim shall have the right to:   
a) be accompanied by one person he/she trusts;
b) confidentiality of his/her personal data; 
c) ask through his/her representative that the hearing takes place without the presence of the public. 
2. The proceeding authority shall treat the minor victim of the criminal offence taking into account his/her age, character, and other circumstances, in order to avoid the harmful effects on his or her future education and development. 
3. If it is possible for the age of minor victim not to be established, he or she will be presumed to be a minor.
4. The minor victim shall be questioned without delay by people specialized for this purpose. When possible and appropriate, the conversation shall be recorded with audio-visual recording tools, pursuant to the provisions of this Code. Such recording may be used as evidence in criminal proceedings and shall be evaluated along with other evidence pursuant to the criteria provided for under Article 361/a, paragraph 4 of this Code. When the minor victim is under 14 years of age, the conversation is held in premises suitable for him or her. 
· Article 58/b of the Criminal Procedure Code, as supplemented by Law No. 35/2017, of 30 March 2017, provides that besides the rights provided for under Article 58 and 58/a of this Code, the victim of sexual abuse and the victim of trafficking in human beings shall also be entitled to:
a) be heard without delay by a Judicial Police or Prosecutor of the same gender;
b) refuse to answer questions regarding his/her private life obviously not related to the criminal offence; c) request to be heard during the trial through audio-visual tools pursuant to the provisions of this Code. 
Appendix 6. Legal framework against trafficking in human beings 
· Law No. 13/2020 On some amendments and supplements to Law No. 108/2013, On Foreigners, provides for better protection for foreign victims of trafficking. Article 53/b (Issuance of residence permits for humanitarian reasons) and Article 54 (Issuance of residence permits for victims of trafficking) set out the procedures for issuing a residence permit to victims/potential victims of trafficking, the purposes of reflection for a period of 3 months (Article 54) and the possibility of obtaining a residence permit for long-term protection.
· Law No.15 / 2019 On promotion of employment, aims to increase the employability of the labour force through provision of public employment services and programs, self-employment and vocational training. This Law includes victims of trafficking or potential victims of trafficking as special groups of jobseekers who are disadvantaged in the labour market (letter i), paragraph 4, Article 3. The category of victims of trafficking or potential victims of trafficking benefit from the employment services and employment promotion programs in compliance with the Law On promotion of employment. On 15 January 2020, the Council of Ministers approved its Decision On the procedures, criteria and rules for the implementation of employment promotion programs through employment, on-the-job training and vocational training. According to this Decision, victims of trafficking registered as unemployed jobseekers are eligible for the employment program. The employment program is a one-year employment program (letters a) and c), section III, DCM of 15/2020).
· Law No. 34/2019 On the administration of seized and confiscated assets, which purpose is good administration and most efficient, effective and economic use of assets seized and confiscated by the judiciary and assets seized by order of the responsible Minister for Finances, and return to the community of illegally acquired assets, as well as financial compensation of victims of crime.
· Law No. 57/2019 On Social Assistance in the Republic of Albania (which entered into force on 18 July 2019) aims to determine economic assistance and benefits due to disability for individuals and families in need not able to provide for their basic vital needs, development of personal skills and opportunities, preservation of their integrity and social inclusion due to limited economic, physical, psychological and social skills and opportunities; in Article 4 letter x), and Article 7 Beneficiaries of economic assistance, letter ç) refers to: victims of trafficking, after leaving Social Care Institutions, until the moment of their employment, shall receive economic assistance.
· Law No. 22/2018 On social housing, which, inter alia, gives priority to housing of victims/potential victims of trafficking (Article 16 Criteria for selection of beneficiaries), subsidising the rent for victims of trafficking/potential victims of trafficking (Article 34 General rules on rent subsidy) and gives priority to improving their housing conditions (Article 43 Beneficiaries of the housing improvement program); and Chapter X The Special Housing Program contains a separate article, Article 60 Special Housing for Victims of Trafficking/Potential Victims of Trafficking and Victims of Domestic Violence, which provides that: Special housing for victims of trafficking/potential victims of trafficking and victims of domestic violence are provided with the service of specialized social workers and are guaranteed protection by State Police employees in cases of risk to their life and health; must be provided with the necessary infrastructure for Police notification, in case of danger or emergency; are rented, subject to the observance of the conditions, rights and obligations arising from the social house renting program, as provided for under this Law.
· Law No. 35/2017 On some supplements and amendments to Law No. 7905, of 21 March 1995, The Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Albania, as amended (approved on 30 March 2017 and entered into force on 1 August 2017). The amendments align the CPC with the best international standards as provided for under the international instruments Albania is a party into. The rights and position of the victim of criminal offenses have been significantly improved through these amendments, including special provisions for the victim of trafficking in human beings. More specifically, the obligation to participate as a party in the proceedings for the victim of the criminal offense has been introduced, guaranteeing his/her access to the criminal case, while other articles are introduced, specifically for victims of trafficking, in which the minor victim and the victim of sexual abuse or trafficking have been specifically introduced, respectively in Articles 58, 58/a and 58/b, 59, 60 and 61 of the CPC.
· Article 75/a of the Criminal Procedure Code provides that the Special Court against Corruption and Organized Crime shall adjudicate, inter alia, any criminal offense committed by a structured criminal group, criminal organization, terrorist organization and armed gang, according to provisions of the Criminal Code. Hence, trafficking in human beings is included in the jurisdiction of this Court only if the criminal offense is the product of the activity of a structured criminal group, terrorist organizations, or armed gang. In the contrary, these types of offenses shall continue to be tried by District Courts, which have territorial and substantive jurisdiction on the case. This Court has jurisdiction throughout the territory of the Republic of Albania to adjudicate the above cases.
· Law No. 37/2017 Criminal Justice Code for Juveniles (approved on 30 March 2017, entered into force on 1 January 2018). The purpose of this Code is to guarantee the legal criminal justice framework for the child, to promote reintegration of the child in conflict with criminal law and enable the child to receive a constructive role in society, to protect the rights of the child victim and/or witness of the offense and to prevent re-victimization and secondary victimization of a child who has previously been a victim of a criminal offense.
· Law No. 18/2017 On the rights and protection of the child clearly defines what child protection means, clarifying what are the “protection measures” the employees can apply when finding cases of children who are in a precarious situation due to violence, abuse, neglect or exploitation. For the first time, the law provides for the protection of children in street situation in the framework of protection guaranteed to working and exploited children, addressing various forms of violence against children such as bullying, school violence, domestic violence, sexual abuse, economic exploitation and children in street situations, child safety in the digital environment, unaccompanied children or victims of trafficking, etc.
· Law No. 70/2017 On some supplements and amendments to Law No. 10192, of 3 December 2009 On Prevention of and Fight Against Organised Crime and Trafficking through Preventive Measures on Property, provides that its provisions are applied on the assets of persons who do fully or partially, directly or indirectly own such assets and on whom there is a reasonable doubt for committing the crimes of trafficking in adults and trafficking in minors provided for in the Articles of the Criminal Code. This law provides another means by which victims of trafficking can earn returns through the State Compensation Scheme and stipulates the establishment of a special fund for the prevention of organized crime. Seized and confiscated assets (assets are seized and confiscated by a Court Decision) are used for funding the scheme. The special fund is earmarked for social purposes, including the rehabilitation and integration of victims of trafficking (Article 37/2-c). Article 37/3-b provides that this fund also benefits NGOs, including shelters.
· Law No. 32/2017, of 30 March 2017 On the protection of witnesses and collaborators of justice.
· Law No. 111/2017 On State-guaranteed legal aid, provides for legal aid for victims of trafficking and potential victims of trafficking, exempts victims of trafficking and of domestic violence from Court fees, and provides for the establishment of local offices of legal aid. The main aim of the Law is for the categories in need to benefit from free legal aid services provided by the State. Also, a very important aim of the Law is making the service both professional and specialized. Another aim is to eliminate corruption amongst lawyers.
· Law No. 518 of 04 September 2018 On social care, community and residential services, criteria and procedures for obtaining them, and amount of personal expenses for beneficiaries of the organised service.
· DCM No. 499, of 29.08.2018 On the approval of Standard Operating Procedures for the protection of victims and potential victims of trafficking, which have approved the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for the protection of victims and potential victims of trafficking. The SOPs serve as the basic document for the identification, referral, protection and assistance of victims/potential victims of trafficking. The purpose of adopting such SOPs is to protect, including the timely and appropriate identification of victims/potential victims of trafficking, adults or minors, Albanians, foreigners or stateless persons, for all types of exploitation, domestic or international trafficking, whether or not related to organized crime.
· DCM No. 770, of 26 December 2018 On the approval of the National Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in Persons 2018–2020, which approved the National Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in Persons 2018-2020. The National Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in Persons expresses the commitment of the Albanian State and Government, state and non-state institutions, anti-trafficking actors working in public and non-public structures, to minimize the phenomenon of trafficking in persons. The activities envisaged in the 2018-2020 NAP aim to improve the functioning of a comprehensive system by strengthening the mechanism of identification, protection and reintegration of victims of trafficking. Preventive activities in this Action Plan address building of public awareness and information regarding national legislation and International Anti-Trafficking Conventions, with all forms of trafficking in persons (domestic trafficking, forced child and adult labour, child begging, children in street situation, etc.), as well as its consequences.
Appendix 7. Data related to the investigation, prosecution and sentencing of traffickers of human beings 
Appendix 7.1.1. Data from the General Directorate of State Police 

Year 2016
· The State Police has in total identified 69 cases of criminal offences of trafficking in persons, as well as 103 cases of criminal offences related to trafficking in persons, of which:
· 22 cases of trafficking of minors, Article 128/b of the Criminal Code;
· 47 cases of trafficking of adults, Article 110/a of the Criminal Code;
· 81 cases of exploitation for prostitution, Article 114/a of the Criminal Code;
· 22 cases of use of premises for prostitution, Article 115 of the Criminal Code.
· Police operations carried out during 2016:
During the period of January-December 2016, with regards the criminal offenses of trafficking in persons and criminal offenses related to the field of trafficking in persons, the State Police has conducted 22 Police operations involving 222 perpetrators, of whom 41 were arrested, 17 declared as wanted/in search, 33 detained, and 130 prosecuted while free. Classification according to the type of criminal offences follows below:
· Trafficking in minors - 2 Police operations
· Trafficking in persons - 6 Police operations
· Exploitation for prostitution and use of premises for prostitution - 14 Police operations
· International operations:
During this reporting period, the State Police has conducted 2 Police operations in cooperation with international partners, such as SELEC, INTERFORCE, INTERPOL, etc. More details follow below:
· Police operation "TEMPESTA II", during which 7 persons declared as internationally wanted were arrested as part of a criminal organization, for the criminal offenses of exploitation of women for prostitution and trafficking of narcotics.
· The joint Police CICCONIA AL operation, organised by Europol in Aachen, Germany.

Year 2017:
· During 2017, the structures for Investigation of Illegal Trafficking have referred 115 criminal offences to the Prosecutor's Office, uncovered by special investigation methods, of which 94 criminal offences are for the criminal offenses of trafficking in persons, trafficking in minors, exploitation for prostitution, and smuggling of persons.
· Exchange of information with international partners through the office of INTERPOL, EUROPOL, SELEC, etc. has increased, in order to conduct joint investigations and operations to fight criminal activities related to in illegal trafficking, mainly against persons suspected of trafficking in adults and minors for purposes of exploitation for prostitution, begging or forced labour.
· There has been a very good cooperation with international partners in terms of information exchange, as well as in terms of conducting joint operations and parallel investigations. More specifically, during 2017, 2 joint investigations were carried out with the Spanish counterparts on the account of the criminal offense of trafficking in adults, against a group of 18 Albanian citizens. A total of 202 criminal offenses of trafficking in persons were identified, of which 154 were detected, or 76.3% of them, with 260 offenders. Of these, a total of 80 cases of criminal offenses of trafficking in persons have been identified, as well as 122 cases of criminal offenses related to the field of trafficking in persons. More specifically:
· 22 cases of trafficking in minors, Article 128/b of the Criminal Code; 
· 58 cases of trafficking in adults, Article 110/a of the Criminal Code; 
· 93 cases of exploitation for prostitution, Article 114/a of the Criminal Code; 
· 24 cases of use of premises for prostitution, Article 115 of the Criminal Code. 
· During the reporting period, 7 criminal groups with 92 persons involved were hit on the account of the criminal offenses of exploitation for prostitution, exercising of prostitution, use of premises for prostitution, as provided for under Articles 113, 114, 115 of the Criminal Code, with 69 offenders, of whom 37 arrested, 8 detained, 19 prosecuted in a free status and 5 declared wanted. There has been an increase in the detection of criminal offenses of trafficking in persons, which includes trafficking in adults and minors, exploitation for prostitution, as well as a decrease in criminal offenses of smuggling of persons in 3 offenses. Based on statistical data, as well as the analysis of the criminal situation, Albania remains a country of origin for the trafficking of Albanian citizens to EU countries, but not only for the purposes of prostitution and begging.

Year 2018
· In relation to the criminal offences of trafficking in persons, a total of 93 cases have been identified, where 77 are related to Article 114 of the Criminal Code exploitation for prostitution and 16 are related to Article 115 of the Criminal Code use of premises for prostitution.
· During the reporting period, only three operations were finalised in relation to the criminal offence of use of premises for prostitution, exploitation for prostitution, exercising of prostitution, Articles 114, 115, 113 and 283 of the Criminal Code, with a total of 25 offenders, 7 offenders arrested in flagrante, 16 prosecuted while free and 4 declared wanted. 
· In 2018, the Border and Migration Department has identified four potential victims of trafficking, all women of Albanian nationality:
· 3 potential victims of trafficking for exploitation for prostitution – 3 women – all of them of Albanian nationality.  
· 1 potential victim of trafficking of domestic violence with elements of trafficking. 
· 2 out of the 4 potential victims of trafficking are minors. 

Year 2019:
· For the period of January-December 2019, a total of 134 offences in the field of illicit trafficking have been identified. They are related to: Article 110/a trafficking in persons  – 34 criminal offences, Article 128/b trafficking in minors - 7 criminal offences; trafficking in persons under Article 114 exploitation for prostitution  – 71 criminal offences; Article 115 use of premises for prostitution – 20 criminal offences; and use of services from trafficked persons – 2 criminal offences,
During the period of 01 January - 30 April 2020:
· A total of 107 criminal offences are identified and referred, 105 criminal offences are uncovered, with 176 implicated offenders, of who 67 arrested, 2 detained, 98 under prosecution in a free status, and 11 leaving the ground. As per the offences committed, the following data are available for this period of time: 
· Trafficking in persons, a total of 6 criminal offences with 10 offenders.
· Trafficking in minors, a total of 4 criminal offences, with 4 offenders.   
· Use of services from trafficked persons, 1 criminal offence, with 1 offender.
· Actions facilitating trafficking, 1 criminal offence, with 1 offender.
· Assistance for illegal passing (of borders) – 66 criminal offences, with 132 offenders.
· Exploitation for prostitution, 20 criminal offences, with 20 offenders.
·   Use of premises for prostitution, 6 criminal offences, with 6 offenders.

Appendix 7.1.2. Data from the General Prosecutor’s Office 

Year 2016

· The statistical data received from the General Prosecutor’s Office, for the period of January-December 2016, the Prosecutor’s Office has registered 19 criminal proceedings with 4 defendants and persons under investigation for the criminal offense of trafficking in adults, while in total for this period 55 cases have been under investigation and 24 defendants and persons under investigation, while 5 criminal proceedings with 9 defendants were sent for trial. The Court has found guilty and sentenced 13 defendants.
· In relation to the offence of trafficking in minors, 8 criminal proceedings were recorded, with a total of 16 proceedings under investigation for in this period and 13 defendants and persons under investigation. Meanwhile, 3 criminal proceedings with 9 defendants were sent for trial and the Court has found guilty and sentenced 9 defendants.
Year 2017

· For the period of January-December 2017, the Prosecutor’s Office has registered 24 criminal proceedings with 4 defendants and persons under investigation for the criminal offense of trafficking in adults, while in total for this period 55 cases have been under investigation with 16 defendants and persons under investigation, while 1 criminal case with 1 defendant has been filed for trial.
· In relation to the offence of trafficking in minors, 6 criminal proceedings were recorded, with 4 defendants and persons under investigation. A total of 15 criminal proceedings with 7 defendants and persons under investigation have been recorded for this reporting period. Meanwhile, 3 criminal proceedings with 3 defendants have been sent for trial.
· During 2017, 1 Albanian citizen was arrested in Greece, for the purpose of extradition to Albania, for whom the Albanian authorities have submitted Extradition Requests. An International Warrant Order has been issued for this person on accounts of the criminal offense of trafficking in adults.
· Regarding the Letters Rogatory sent by foreign judicial authorities to Albania, the data show that 3 letters were sent from Kosovo, the Netherlands and Bosnia and Herzegovina on the account of the criminal offense of trafficking in persons.
· In relation to the Letters Rogatory sent by the Prosecution Office to the Court of First Instance for Serious Crimes in Tirana (due to the substantive competence to prosecute in cases of trafficking in persons) to foreign judicial authorities, a total of 9 Letters Rogatory have been sent to foreign authorities for the criminal offenses of trafficking in persons, respectively 7 letters on the account of the criminal offense of trafficking in adults addressed to Belgium, Spain, France, Kosovo, 2 letters to Italy and Norway and 2 letters on the account of the criminal offense of trafficking in minors addressed to Spain.
Year 2018 
· The statistics received for the 9-month period of 2018 show that the Prosecutor’s Office has registered 16 criminal proceedings with 4 defendants/persons under investigation for the criminal offense of trafficking in adults, belonging to trafficking for sexual purposes, while 1 criminal proceeding with 3 defendants was sent for trial. 
· In relation to the offence of trafficking in minors, 3 criminal proceedings and 1 defendant were recorded on account of trafficking for sexual purposes. Meanwhile, 1 criminal proceeding with 3 defendants and 2 minor victims were sent for trial and the Court has found guilty and sentenced the 3 defendants, ruling a sentence of from 10 to 18 years of imprisonment for the defendants.

Year 2019 
· For the criminal offense of trafficking in adults, statistical data show that, since 2018, the Prosecutor’s Office has carried over 41 criminal proceedings, with 8 defendants or persons under investigation, of whom 3 persons with the security measure of arrest in prison. In the first 9 months of 2019, it has registered 10 criminal proceedings with 4 defendants or persons under investigation, of whom 3 persons with the security measure of arrest in prison, and has sent for trial 1 criminal case with 1 defendant. The Court found the 2 defendants guilty and sentenced them. This figure also includes persons whose trial was carried over from before.
· For the criminal offense of trafficking in minors, since 2018, 11 criminal proceedings were carried over, with 2 defendants or persons under investigation, of whom 2 persons with the security measure of arrest in prison. In the 9-month period of 2019, 2 criminal proceedings were registered, with 2 defendants with the security measure of arrest in prison and 1 criminal proceeding with 2 defendants with the security measure of arrest in prison were sent for trial. The Court found guilty and sentenced the 4 defendants. This figure includes persons whose trial was carried over from before.

Appendix 7.1.3. Data from the Ministry of Justice 
For the period of January - December 2016, the Ministry of Justice has recorded the following statistics: 
Extradition requests from foreign states addressed to Albania:
· 3 requests for the criminal offence of trafficking in human beings 
Requests for legal assistance from foreign states addressed to Albania 
· 12 requests for the criminal offence of trafficking in human beings 
Requests for extraditions addressed by Albania to other states:
· 4 requests for the criminal offence of trafficking in human beings 
Requests for legal assistance addressed by Albania to other states:
· 30 Letters Rogatory for the criminal offence of trafficking in human beings 

· For the period of January - December 2017, the Ministry of Justice has the following statistics regarding the criminal offence of trafficking in adults, Article 110/a, trafficking in women, Article 114/b trafficking in minors, and Article 128/b. More specifically
 
Extradition requests from foreign states addressed to Albania:
· 2 requests for the criminal offence of trafficking in adults, Article 110/a 
Requests for legal assistance from foreign states addressed to Albania 
· 12 requests for the criminal offence of trafficking in human adults, Article 110/a 
Requests for extraditions addressed by Albania to other states:
· 5 requests for the criminal offence of trafficking in adults, Article 110/a
· 1 request for the criminal offence of trafficking in women, Article 114/b 
· 3 requests for the criminal offence of trafficking in minors, Article 128/b


For 2018, the Ministry of Justice has the following statistics:
          
· Trafficking in adults, Article 110/a;
· Letters Rogatory – 3 for Italy, 1 for Belgium, 1 for Greece;
· Extraditions – 1 from Italy and 1 from Greece.
Trafficking in minors, Article 128/b:
· Letter Rogatory – 1 for Kosovo;
· Extradition from Italy - 1.
Article 114/a
· Extraditions from Greece - 5; 
· Extradition from Kosovo - 1;
· Letters Rogatory – 3 for Greece, 2 for Italy, 1 for Germany and 2 for The Netherlands.


Appendix 7.1.4. Data from the Court of First Instance for Serious Crimes 
Year 2016
· The total number of persons sentenced for the criminal offence of trafficking in persons is 20 (twenty), where: 
· 13 for the criminal offence of trafficking in adults, Article 110/a of the Criminal Code; and 
· 7 for the criminal offence of trafficking in minors, Article 128/b of the Criminal Code. 
During this reporting period, the trial for 13 criminal cases belonging to the criminal offenses provided for by Articles: 110/a/1/2/4 of the Criminal Code, and Articles 128/b/1/3 of the Criminal Code has come to an end.
The number of defendants for whom trial was completed with a final Court Decision for 2016, is 20 persons. They pled guilty. Details follow below:
For the criminal offense provided for under Article 110/a of the Criminal Code:
· 1 person sentenced with 16 years of imprisonment  
For the criminal offence provided for under Article 110/a/2 of the Criminal Code: 
· 1 person sentenced with 6 years and 8 months of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced with 8 years of imprisonment
· 1 person sentenced with 11 years of imprisonment 
For the criminal offence provided for under Article 110/a/4 of the Criminal Code: 
· 1 person sentenced with 16 years of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced with 13 years of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced with 12 years of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced with 10 years of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced with 8 years of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced with 5 years of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced with 4 years of imprisonment 
· 2 persons sentenced with 15 years of imprisonment 
For the criminal offence provided for under Article 128/b/1 of the Criminal Code: 
· 2 persons sentenced with 6 years and 8 months of imprisonment 
For the criminal offence provided for under Article 128/b/3 of the Criminal Code: 
· 3 persons sentenced with 15 years of imprisonment each 
· 1 person sentenced with 15 years and 6 months of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced with 10 years of imprisonment.

Year 2017
For the reporting period, the number of persons sentenced for the criminal offence of trafficking in persons is 7 (seven), where: 
· 6 persons are sentenced for the criminal offence of trafficking in adults, Article 110/a of the Criminal Code; and 
· 1 person for the criminal offence of trafficking in minors, Article 128/b of the Criminal Code. 

More specifically: 
· For the criminal offense provided for under Article 110/a/2 of the Criminal Code: 1 person sentenced to 8 years and 8 months of imprisonment;
· For the criminal offense provided for under Article 110/a/3 of the Criminal Code: 1 person sentenced to 17 years of imprisonment;
· For the criminal offense provided for under Article 110/a/4 of the Criminal Code: 4 persons sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment each;
· For the criminal offense provided for under Article 128 /b/3 of the Criminal Code: 1 person sentenced to 16 years of imprisonment.

Year 2018, 

The Court has finished the trial for 4 criminal cases on the account of the criminal offenses provided for under Articles: 128/b/1/3 and 114/b/1 of the Criminal Code. Currently (in January 2019), 5 criminal cases, carried over from 2018, are still pending.

The number of defendants for whom trial was completed with a final decision of the Court of First Instance for Serious Crimes for 2018 is 4 (four). More information about these cases follows below:

For the criminal offense provided for under Article 128/b/1 of the Criminal Code:
· 1 (one) person sentenced with 7 (seven) years and 4 (four) months of imprisonment; 
· 1 (one) person sentenced with 11 (eleven) years of imprisonment; 
· 1 (one) person sentenced with 18 (eighteen) years of imprisonment; 
· 1 (one) person sentenced with 6 (six) years and 8 (eight) months of imprisonment; 




Appendix 7.1.5.  Data from the First Instance Special Court on Corruption and Organized Crime[footnoteRef:1]   [1: Referred to Decision No. 286, dated 18.12.2019, “On the Commencement of the Functioning of the Special Courts for Corruption and Organized Crime”, of the High Judicial Council, pursuant to which it has been decided: “The commencement of the functioning of the Special Courts for Corruption and Organized Crime on 19.12.2019”, Serious Crimes Appeal Court is called The Special Court of Appeal for Corruption and Organized Crime.   Based on this fact statistics have been split for two periods of times, respectively from January 1st, 2019 to December 18, 2019, as the Serious CrimesAppeal Court, and from December 19, 2019 until December 31st,  2019 as the Special Court of Appeal for Corruption and Organized Crimes.
	 
] 


Year 2019 
The number of persons convicted for the trafficking in human beings, as well as the sentencing measures handed out by the court against them, are as follows:
· the trial has already been completed in 3 criminal cases related to the criminal acts foreseen by way of Articles 110/a/4 and 128/b/3 of the Criminal Code. 
· The number of defendants whose trial procedure has already been completed by way of a final decision for 2019, is 5 (five) persons:
For the criminal act foreseen by way of Article 110/a/4 of the Criminal Code:
· 1 person has been sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment, pursuant to Article 406/1 of the Criminal Procedure Code; 
· 1 person has been sentenced to 17 years of imprisonment;
For the criminal act foreseen by way of Article 128/b/3 of the Criminal Code:
· 2 persons have been sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment; 
For the criminal act foreseen by way of Article 114/2 of the Criminal Code:
· 1 person has been sentenced to 7 years and 6 months of imprisonment.

Appendix 7.1.6. Data from the Serious Crimes Court of Appeal 
Year 2016
The number of persons convicted for the criminal acts of trafficking in human beings is 16 (sixteen) persons, with 4 of them sentenced for the criminal act of trafficking of Adults”, pursuant to Article 110/a of the Criminal Code and 10 of them sentenced for the criminal act of “Trafficking of Minors”, pursuant to Article 128/b of the Criminal Code.  For 2 of them the indictment was amended from the charged according to Article 110/a of the Criminal Code to the charge according to Article 124/b of the Criminal Code.  
Therefore, for the criminal act of “Trafficking of Adults”, pursuant to Article 110/a/4 of the Criminal Code, Tirana Serious Crimes Appeal Court sentenced a total of 7 (seven) persons, of whom:
· 1 (one) person sentenced to 13 (thirteen) years of imprisonment
· 1 (one) person sentenced to 12 (twelve) years of imprisonment
· 1 (one) person sentenced to 10 (ten) years and 8 (eight) months of imprisonment
· 1 (one) person sentenced to 10 (ten) years of imprisonment
· 2 (two) persons sentenced to 15 (fifteen) years of imprisonment
· 1 (one) person sentenced to 6 (six) years and 8 (eight) months of imprisonment.
For the criminal act of “Trafficking of Minors”, in concert, pursuant to Article 128/b/3 of the Criminal Code, Tirana Serious Crimes Appeal Court has sentenced a total of 6 (six) persons, from whom:
· 1 (one) person sentenced to 10 (ten) years of imprisonment
· 1 (one) person sentenced to 10 (ten) years and 4 (four) months of imprisonment
· 2 (two) persons sentenced to 16 (sixteen) years of imprisonment
· 2 (two) persons sentenced to 15 (fifteen) years of imprisonment
For the criminal act of “Trafficking of Minors”, pursuant to Article 128/b/1 of the Criminal Code, Tirana Serious Crimes Appeal Court has sentenced 1 (one) person with 6 (six) years and 8 (eight) months of imprisonment.  

Year 2017
· The number of persons sentenced via a final decision for the criminal act of “Trafficking of Persons” is 9 persons and 1 person was found not guilty;  8 persons were sentenced pursuant to the criminal act as foreseen by way of Article 110/a of the Criminal Code and 1 was sentenced for the criminal act pursuant to Article 128/b of the Criminal Code.   

Year 2018,
· For the criminal act of “Trafficking of Persons”, pursuant to Article 110/a/2 of the Criminal Code there were three persons tried, out of whom, 2 persons were sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment each and 1 person is sentenced to 8 years of imprisonment.  
· For the criminal act of “Trafficking of Minors” in concert, pursuant to Article 128/b/1 of the Criminal Code, there were two persons tried, out of whom, 1 person was sentenced to 7 years and 4 months of imprisonment and 1 person was sentenced to 11 years of imprisonment.  

Appendix 7.1.7.  Data from the Special Appeal Court for Corruption and Organized Crime 
Year 2019 
· For the period from 01.01.2019 until 18.12.2019, the Serious Crimes Court of Appeal tried 3 cases that deal with the criminal acts pursuant to Articles 110/a/4 and 128/b/1 of the Criminal Code.  The number of the defendants for “Trafficking in Human Beings” for whom the trial has finished by way of a final decision is 3 criminal cases that deal with the criminal acts pursuant to Articles 110/a/4 and 128/b/1 of the Criminal Code, as follows:
For the criminal act pursuant to Article 110/a/4 of the Criminal Code:
·  1 person sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment
For the criminal act pursuant to Article 128/b/l of the Criminal Code:
· 1 person sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment 
· 1 person sentenced to 6 years and 8 months of imprisonment 

For the criminal act pursuant to Article 114/l of the Criminal Code: 
· 1 person is sentenced to 2 years and 8 months of imprisonment
During the period of 19.12.2019 until 31.12.2019, the Special Court for Corruption and Organized Crime tried 2 criminal cases that deal with the criminal acts pursuant to Article 110/a/4 and 128/b/1 of the Criminal Code.  

For the criminal act of “Trafficking of Adults” pursuant to Article 110/a/4 of the Criminal Code and for the criminal act of “Exploitation for Prostitution” pursuant to Article 114/l of the Criminal Code:
·   For 2 (two) persons in the trial process in the Special Appeal Court for Corruption and Organized Crimes the case had to be referred to Durres Appeal Court, due to lack of competencies of the prior court to deal with the case.  
· For the criminal act of “Trafficking of Minors” pursuant to Article 128/b/3 of the Criminal Code:
· For 2 (two) persons in the trial process in the Special Appeal Court for Corruption and Organized Crimes the case had to be referred to Tirana Appeal Court, due to lack of competencies of the prior court to deal with the case.  


Appendix 7.1.8.  Data from the High Court 

Year 2016
· The number of persons convicted for the criminal act of trafficking of persons is 5 (five), with 2 of them convicted for the criminal act of “Trafficking of Adults”, pursuant to Article 110/a of the Criminal Code, and 3 persons convicted for the criminal act of “Trafficking of Minors”, pursuant to Article 128/b of the Criminal Code.  
In terms of the measure of sentencing, there is 1 (one) person sentenced to 14 years of imprisonment and 1 (one) person sentenced to 11 years of imprisonment, pursuant to Article 110/a of the Criminal Code “Trafficking of Adults”.  In relation to Article 128/b of the Criminal Code, “Trafficking of Minors”, there is 1 (one) person sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment and 2 (two) persons sentenced to 17 years of imprisonment.  

Year 2017
· Based on the statistical data of the Serious Crimes High Court the number of persons sentenced for the criminal act of trafficking of persons is 6 (six), with 5 (five) of them sentenced for the criminal act of “Trafficking of Adults”, pursuant to Article 110/a of the Criminal Code and 1 person for the criminal act of “Trafficking of Minors”, pursuant to Article 128/b of the Criminal Code.  
 
Year 2018 
· For this reporting period, the High Court registered 2 cases the subject matter of which was the trafficking of minors, 2 cases the subject matter of which was the trafficking of adults, but this court has taken no decisions regarding these cases.  

Year 2019
· During this reporting period, the High Court has not tried any criminal cases as a result of the objective impossibility for the establishment of trial panels containing a sufficient number of judges in order to proceed with the development of the trial processes throughout 2019.

Appendix 8.  Data about the training sessions in the field of trafficking  

Year 2016:
· In order to strengthen the capacities of the state structures for the rigorous implementation of the Standard Action Procedures for the identification and referral of the victims/15 possible trafficking victims of trafficking, the Anti-Traffic Directorate in cooperation with IOM carried out training sessions in 12 districts, respectively on 23-24 of February in Lezha, Shkodra; 1st of March in Elbasan; 2nd of March in Korça; 9th of March in Durrës 11th of March in Tirana; 16th of March in Fier and 17th of March in Vlora; 30th of March in Kukës, 31st of March in Dibra; 6th of April in Berat and 13th of April in Gjirokastra, where 388 persons participated, out of whom 173 were officers of the local police directorates, police stations and directorates of border and migration.  
· During this year, the General Directorate for Border and Migration, in order to strengthen the mechanisms for the protection of victims in the whole chain of the criminal justice and increase the professional skills and capacities, has carried out the training of 4 (four) female border police officers and of 3 (three) border police officers together with judges and prosecutors.  
· In order to identify the irregular migrants that enter/exit Albania, VT/PVT, 134 border police officers were trained by the Albanian Caritas.  15 lavie scanners were installed in the main border crossing points and the local directorates for border and migration in order to obtain the biometric data of the immigrants. 
· Also, WVA is cooperating with TdH for the implementation of the project entitled “Improvement of the living Conditions and Reintegration of Migrant Children in Albania”, that was implemented during the period of October 2016 – September 2017 at the Lezha Municipality, aiming at the sustainable improvement of the living conditions for over 160 families and vulnerable children in order to prevent the unsafe migration and to assist in the reintegration of the returned migrants through the approach in qualitative social services, inclusive of education, professional trainings or through the offering of opportunities to generate income.  The targeted groups from this approach at the Lezha Municipality are: 160 families, children and vulnerable young people towards the unsafe and dangerous migration (targeting girls and boys), 50 professionals from the Regional Social Services, Units for Child Protection, providers of public services inclusive of educational institutions, health centres, professional training centres, community centres, NGOs that provide services, community groups, KRATs, Border and Migration Police and the Illegal Trafficking Sector. 
· On 13th April 2016, the National Coordinator’s Office, in conjunction with IOM and the support of the United Nations, organized a cross-cutting training on the “Identification, Referral and Assistance for the Trafficking Victims”.
· During October 2016, at the Local Police Directorate of the district there was an information meeting held in relation to the improvement of the implementation of Coordinated Referral Mechanism regarding the fight against the trafficking of persons, organized by National Coordinator’s Office, State Police and OSCE.  This meeting was attended by the trafficking specialists at the Local Police Directorate of Gjirokastra District, specialists of the Directorate of Border and Migration of the Gjirokastra District, as well as specialists of public order from the Gjirokastra Police Commissariat.  
Year 2017
· Measures for the identification, referral and protection of the unaccompanied possible trafficking victims on a migration situation was another important field where the OSCE provided its training sessions throughout 2017.  The OSCE drafted a need analysis of the border and migration police officers in order to implement the selection procedures of the irregular migrants.  This analysis was presented at the joint UNHCR/OSCE meeting on the “Strengthening of Identification and Referral of Migrants and Refugees in Albania”, where together with the responsible structures of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the State Police participants discussed the further steps needed to improve the abilities of the law enforcement structures regarding the treatment of the irregular migrants.  OSCE also cooperated with Terre des Hommes organization for the drafting of the sublegal act “For the Return and Repatriation of the Unaccompanied Children”, pursuant to the Law “On the Rights and Protection of Children”.
· During the period of October 2017 – March 2018, the International Organization for Migration in Albania (IOM) in cooperation with the Ministry of Internal Affairs/Office of the National Anti-Trafficking Coordinator/Department for Border and Migration, Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth, Ministry of Finance and Economy, Regional Anti-Trafficking Committees, Regional Educational Directorates and other actors carried out an information and awareness campaign to prevent the irregular migration from Albania to the European Union on the topic “Choose Opportunity, Not Irregular Migration”.  The campaign responded also to the priorities of the Albanian Government to ensure an effective answer to the management of migration from Albania through respecting the visa liberalization regime between Albania and the European Union (the Schengen area) and more specifically, The Netherlands and Belgium.  
· During the reporting period, The Security Academy in cooperation with the International Organization of Migration (IOM) and the Department of Border and Migration have carried out training session on the topic of the “Fight against trafficking in human being” and “Evaluation of the Unaccompanied Minors in the Migrations Flow”.  The training sessions were attended by over 40 officers of the Border and Migration Police.  
· During the period of June – July 2017, the Albanian Caritas in cooperation with the Department of Border and Migration, have carried out 5 training session for the protection of risky persons in the district of Tirana, Gjirokastra, Shkodra, Kukes and Korca, as part of the implementation of the project “Shelter and access for the strengthening of the endangered migrant women from trafficking”.  Officers from the local police directorates, directorates of border and migration, prefectures, State Social Services, Labour Offices, national and international organizations, the Red Cross, Observatory for the Rights of Children, State Intelligent Service, Regional Education Directorates, Public Health Directorates, municipality and District Council, etc. 
· The training sessions were attended by 206 participants and were about the way of improvement of the protection system for endangered women and refugees, as well as the concrete steps that need to be undertaken by the local authorities in providing the protection services.  The training sessions aimed at strengthening the capacities of the representatives of the local authorities in order to improve the process of identification, referral and protection of endangered migration groups, coordination of key local actors involved in providing protection services, as well as the strengthening of cooperation among responsible structures for the identification and referral with the structures responsible for the protection and integration.  
Year 2018
· During the period of 2018-2019, organization “Different and Equal” organized 6 one-day training sessions in the districts of Tirana, Fier, Elbasan, Dibra, Kukës and Korça, aiming at the increase of knowledge and skills of the law enforcement agencies about the anti-trafficking legislation, especially the new laws adopted during the implementation of the justice reform.  194 persons participated and they were representatives from the law enforcement institutions and agencies, prosecution, judiciary, police, bailiffs, the Prefect Institution (KRAT), lawyers, press, as well as representatives from non-profit organizations that provide services and legal assistance for the victims of criminal acts.  These activities were concentrated in the practical aspects of the actions and role of each of the actors in providing the assistance for the trafficking victims, inclusive of the applied procedures, position of victims in the courts and all of the means and legal standards applicable in favour of the victims of criminal acts, especially the trafficking victims.  
· As part of the project “Respect and protection of human trafficking victims from the local law enforcement agencies”, financed by the USA Embassy/Public Relations Office, National Coordinator’s Office for the Issues of the Fight against Trafficking in Persons in cooperation with the psychological and social Centre “Vatra”, there were 5 training sessions organized during the period of January – March 2018, with the structures of the state police, and prosecutors of the 5 districts of Kukës, Fier, Durrës, Shkodra and Vlora.  Around 80 persons took part in these training sessions and they were from the local law enforcement agencies, such as, from the sector for the investigation of illegal trafficking, border police and migration, public law and order structures, judicial police officers and district prosecutors.  
· On September 17-18, 2018, the Office of the National Coordinator for the Issues of the Fight against Trafficking of Persons in cooperation with OSCE, organized a training session on the topic of “Use of information technology in the fight against trafficking of persons”.  The training was held at the Security Academy with the participation of 20 police officers.  
· During 2018, the Department of Border and Migration trained a total of 41 officers in the fight against trafficking of human beings.  Specifically, 23 officers participated in the training sessions on “the Fight against Trafficking of Human Beings” organized by FRONTEX and the Security Academy, and 18 officers participated in the training on “the Identification of Vulnerable Groups in Mixed Migration Flows”, organized in cooperation with IOM. 
· During the reporting period, there training sessions held on the topic of “Improvement of the implementation of the Coordinated Referral Mechanism for the identification and referral of VT/PVT and Standard Operating Procedures”, and “Proactive Investigations – the trend of human trafficking”.  132 officers from the Structures of the investigation of the illegal trafficking at the local police directorates and the sector for the investigation of illegal trafficking, as well as representatives from the Serious Crimes Prosecution Office participated in these training sessions.  
· There were 70 training sessions held during 2018 with the participation of officers from the Structures of the investigation of illegal trafficking at the local police directorates, the sector for the investigation of illegal trafficking, Department for Border and Migration, as well as representatives from the Serious Crimes Prosecution Office, prosecution offices, judiciary, bailiffs, Prefect Institution, OCP, health and education representatives, school psychologists, police officers, labour offices representatives, representatives from the Institute of Public Health, as well as representatives from the non-profit organizations that provide services for the victims of the criminal acts.  These training sessions were held with the participation of around 173 officers.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk52858188]During 2018, in cooperation with state and non-state partners there were a total of 236 meetings and informing activities held with students, young people and community, as part of the awareness work regarding the trafficking of human beings and modern slavery phenomena.  
· In cooperation with state and non-state partners there were a total of 156 meetings and informing activities held with students, young people and community, as part of the awareness work regarding the trafficking of human beings and modern slavery phenomena.  


Year 2019
· Order No. 413, dated 05.04.2019, of the Director of the State Police “For the Standard Operational Procedures of the Structures for Identification, Protection and Referral of PVT” was issued for the implementation by all of the local police directorates.  
· During the reporting period, training sessions were held on “Improving the implementation of the Coordinated Referral Mechanism for the Identification and Referral of VT/PVT and the Standard Operational Procedures” and “Proactive Investigations, Trends of human trafficking”.  132 officers from the structures of the investigation of the illegal trafficking of the local police directorates and of the sector of the investigation of illegal trafficking, together with representatives from the Serious Crimes Prosecution Office took part in these trainings.  
· The Department for Border and Migration trained a total of 41 officers regarding the issues against the trafficking of human beings; respectively, 23 officers participated the trainings sessions on the topic of “Fight against the Human Trafficking”, organized by FRONTEX and Security Academy, and 18 officers attended the training on the topic of “Identification of Vulnerable Groups in the Mixed Migration Flows”, that was organized in cooperation with IOM.   
· Only during 2019, the police structures organized 32 training sessions all over the country, with the participation of 2036 police officers, pursuant to the Order No. 413, dated 05.04.2019, of the State Police Director.  
· Also, the American Embassy in Tirana, in cooperation with the Albanian Police has carried out a considerable number of training sessions at the ILEA Budapest/ Hungary on the topic of “Fight against the Trafficking of Human Beings”, where a total of 24 police officers from the sector of illegal trafficking.  The Department of Criminal Police, in cooperation with OSCE, CEPOL, FRONTEX, IOM, Austrian Embassy in Tirana and the Police Academy trained 115 police officers.  
· During 2019, the Magistrate School held a training activity on February 6-7 on the topic of “Trafficking of human beings: Prosecution and trial of the criminal acts of trafficking of human beings during the criminal process pursuant to the novelties in the Code of Criminal Procedure”, with the participation of 1 prosecutor.  And on March 12, 2019 and April 10, 2019 there were two training activities on the topic of "The Victim and the criminal process”; changes and amendments of Law No. 35/2017 and international standards; Protection from re-victimization; Issues of the civil claims in the criminal process; Victim compensation”.  23 prosecutors attended these training sessions.  
· The Institution of Prefect, in cooperation with the General Directorate of State Police (Department for Border and Migration), Directorate of Asylum and Citizenship and the International Organization on Migrations (IOM) held a national training on May 8, 2019 in Korca as part of the implementation of project “Fight against the Smuggling of Migrants along the Coastal Roads of the Western Balkans”.
· The Institution of Prefect, in cooperation with Tirana Prosecution Office, Serious Crimes Court, General Directorate of the State Police (Department for Border and Migration), State Agency for the Rights and Protection of Children, National Coalition of the Anti-Trafficking Shelters and International Organization on Migration (IOM), held on May 21, in Tirana a training session on the topic of “The Multi-Disciplinary Approach oriented towards the Victim undertaken by the law enforcement agencies in the investigations of the criminal acts related to migration”, as part of the implementation of project “Capacity Building and the Mechanisms for the Identification and Protection of Vulnerable Migrant Groups in the Western Balkans - STAGE III”.  This training was attended by more than 30 persons.
· The American Embassy in Tirana, in cooperation with the Albanian Police held a considerable number of training sessions at the ILEA Budapest/Hungary on the topic of “Fight against the Human Trafficking”, and with the participation of 24 police officers from the structure of the sections of the illegal trafficking.  The Criminal Police Department, in cooperation with OSBE, CEPOL, FRONTEX, IOM, American Embassy in Tirana and the Police Academy have trained 115 police officers.  In 2019, the National Agency for the Protection of the Rights of Children identified the case of one child at the border.  The case was referred and managed by the responsible structures.  
· In 2019, there was a training held on the topic of “Identification and Referral of the Vulnerable Categories in the Migration Flows”, in cooperation with IOM and the Office of the National Coordinator for the Issues of the Fight against Trafficking of Persons.  The training was attended by around 44 persons.
· The National Reception Centre of the Trafficking Victims has carried out awareness sessions aiming at the increase of quality services and indicators for the identification of VT/PVT; The informing sessions were held in 6 police stations in Tirana, where the focus was the community policing. 
· Informing meetings were held at the border points of Muriqan, Hani i Hotit aiming at the identification and referral of cases of VT/PVT.
· During the period of February – March 2019,  organization Terre des hommes in cooperation with the General Directorate of the State Police (Department for Border and Migration and ZKKA has carried out two one-day training sessions in Elbasan and Shkodra, (with 30 participants) on the implementation of the Unified Standard Action Procedures (USAP) for the field specialists.  Participants in these trainings were police officers, social workers and psychologists of the respective municipalities.  
· In cooperation with the DBM (Department for Border and Migration), Directorate for Asylum and Citizenship and IOM, there were 9 training sessions carried out in Tirana, Kukës, Korça and Gjirokastra as part of the implementation of project “Fight against the Smuggling of Migrants through the Coastal Road of the Western Balkans”;

Appendix 9.  Employment Data 

Administrative Data from the National Employment Service through the years
	
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019

	Total number of unemployed job seekers 
	145,147
	93,889
	83,497
	64,781 
	68,589

	Women unemployed job seekers
	73,208
	49,735
	44,220
	34,172 
	36,523

	Unemployed persons supported financially (Beneficiaries of the economic assistance and unemployment benefit)
Women
	
65,458

33,061
	
45,738

23,960
	
41,251

21,181
	
22,345 

11,225
	
24,651

12,454

	Long-term unemployed job seekers 
Women
	68,885
33,721
	54,323
28,007
	42,594
21,622
	32,473
17,850
	35194
19,221

	Unemployed job seekers from the special groups
Women
	13,470

6,164
	7,600

3,778
	7,162

3,602
	6.557

3,168
	7,919

3,835

	Total number of employments carried out by the employment offices  

Women
	
1,222

53%
	
25,170

53,5%
	
23,136

50,5%
	
32,846 

50,4%
	
30,391

49%

	Unemployed persons included in the job promotion programs 
Women
	5,805

70%
	5,211

56%
	5,264

62%
	4,808 

55%
	5,338

50%

	Unemployed job seekers that follow the free of charge professional courses in the public centres 
Women
	13,887

5,672
	12,710 

5,678
	9,461

4,454
	8,470

4,779
	8714

4,832
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Shkalla e punésimit sipas gjinisé dhe grup-moshés
Employment rate sex and age grup

Burra - Men Gra- Women Gjithsej - Total

Grup-moshg —™M™MmM™M™M™——
Age-group plut 2018 2019 2018 2019
Total (15 +) 59,0 60,1 453 469 52,1 53,4
15-64 66,7 68,2 52,4 54,4 59,5 61,2
20-64 739 74,7 57,4 59,7 65,6 67,1
15-24 30,6 312 204 22,2 257 26,7
25-29 734 746 54,1 61,7 63,9 68,3
25-54 80,7 80,9 67,0 69,2 737 75,0
55-64 714 37 452 46,9 58,2 60,4
65+ 18,7 196 103 115 144 154

Burimi: Anketa e Forcave té Punés
Source: Labour Force Survey

Shkalla e punésimit (15-64 vjec) (%)





