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From Peter Newell, Coordinator, Global Initiative
info@endcorporalpunishment.org 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Following recent law reform, corporal punishment of children in Albania is unlawful in all settings, including the home. In light of the obligation under international human rights law to prohibit and eliminate all corporal punishment of children, the recommendations of the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children and the jurisprudence of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, we hope the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights will:
· include the issue of corporal punishment of children in its List of Issues for Albania, in particular asking what measures have been taken to ensure that the law prohibiting corporal punishment is fully implemented, and
· in the concluding observations on the second/third state party report, welcome the achievement of prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings and recommend that the state party ensure public awareness raising and professional training on the new law together with all necessary measures to ensure its implementation, with the aim of eliminating corporal punishment in practice.


1 The legality and practice of corporal punishment of children in Albania
1.1 Corporal punishment of children in Albania is unlawful in all settings, including the home. The Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child (Law No. 10347, dated 4 November 2010) states in article 21 that the child shall be protected from “any form of … corporal punishment and degrading and humiliating treatment”. Corporal punishment is defined in article 3(f):
“‘Corporal punishment’ is any form of punishment resorting to the use of force aimed to cause pain or suffering, even in the slightest extent, by parents, siblings, grandparents, legal representative, relative or any other person legally responsible for the child. Corporal punishment includes such forms as: beating, torturing, violent shaking, burning, slapping, kicking, pinching, scratching, biting, scolding, forced action and use of substances to cause physical and mental discomfort.” 
1.2 The Law, which came into force in May 2011, provides for its implementation through structures at central and local levels working with non-profit organisations in line with rules determined by the Council of Ministers (articles 32 to 39). Sanctions for violation of the law are provided for in article 40 and in the Criminal Code.
1.3 Research conducted prior to the achievement of law reform indicates that in practice corporal punishment of children is widespread in Albania and points to the need for sustained and ongoing measures to implement the new law to ensure that prohibition leads to elimination of corporal punishment of children in homes, schools and other institutions. Statistical analysis by UNICEF of survey data relating to 2005-2006 found that 50% of children aged 2-14 experienced physical punishment in the home, 9% severe physical punishment.[footnoteRef:1] A large scale study in 2006 found that corporal punishment of children at home and school within the previous year included pulling children’s ears (experienced by 60.1% of children at home, 38.5% in school), pinching (55.7% at home, 36.9% at school), hitting with an object (53% at home, 51.8% at school), and smacking with an open hand on the body (52.6% at home, 34.3% at school) and head (49.2% at home, 35.6% at school). Reported forms of violence in social care institutions included being kicked (78.9%), smacked in the head (68.4%), hit with an object (68.4%), punched on the body (66.7%), grabbed by the throat (35.2%), and punched in the head (25%).[footnoteRef:2] [1:  UNICEF (2010), Child Disciplinary Practices at Home: Evidence from a Range of Low- and Middle-Income Countries, NY: UNICEF]  [2:  Tamo, A. & Karaj, T. (2006), Violence Against Children in Albania, Tirana: Human Development Centre] 


2 Recommendations by human rights treaty bodies
2.1 Following examination of the state party’s initial report in 2005, the Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended that the state party accompany law reform to prohibit corporal punishment in the family with relevant awareness raising campaigns and education programmes.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  31 March 2005, CRC/C/15/Add.249, Concluding observations on initial report paras. 50 and 51] 

2.2 In June 2012, the Committee Against Torture expressed concern at public acceptance of corporal punishment of children and recommended that measures be taken at all levels of government to ensure public awareness of the prohibition and the harm caused by violence against women and children in all sectors.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  26 June 2012, CAT/C/ALB/CO/2, Concluding observations on second report, para. 14] 
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