
 

 

Annex to question 15a 

 

Federal Police: 

In the period between 1 January 2011 and 31 December 2018, there were 23 incidents nation-

wide concerning the Federal Police which were related to complaints of abuse in police cus-

tody.  

 

A summary of this data can be found in the table below. 
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1 2011 1 

The complaint was 

dismissed as ill-

founded No   No   

2 2012 4 

All complaints were 

dismissed as ill-

founded Yes 

 

 

In 2 cases: Ter-

mination pursu-

ant to Section 

170 (2)  

Code of Criminal 

Procedure 

(Strafprozess- 

ordnung – StPO) No   

 

3 2013 None           

4 2014 2 

One complaint was 

dismissed as ill-

founded; in the other 

case, the complainant 

was informed of the 

criminal proceedings Yes 

In 1 case: Termi-

nation pursuant 

to Section 170 

(2) StPO No   

5 2015 2 

Both complaints were 

dismissed as ill-

founded Yes 

 

In 1 case: Termi-

nation pursuant 

to Section 170 

(2) StPO No   
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6 2016 3 

 

Following one 

complaint a crimi-

nal proceeding and 

a disciplinary pro-

ceeding were 

launched;  

following two 

complaints crimi-

nal proceedings 

were launched Yes 

Two proceedings 

were terminated 

pursuant to Sec-

tion 170 (2) 

StPO.  

The outcome of 

one proceeding is 

not known Yes 

 

Malfeasance could 

not be verified in 

the  

launched discipli-

nary proceeding; 

Termination pur-

suant to Section 32 

(1) no.1 Federal 

Disciplinary Act 

(Bundesdiszipli-

nargesetz – BDG) 

7 2017 5 

In two cases  

complaints were  

dismissed as ill-

founded; 

in three cases 

criminal proceed-

ings were 

launched. Yes 

 

Two criminal 

proceedings were 

terminated 

pursuant to Sec-

tion 170 (2) 

StPO; the out-

come of one pro-

ceeding is not 

known because 

an unambiguous 

attribution to the 

federal police 

was not possible. No  

8 2018 6 

Four complaints 

were dismissed as  

ill-founded; fol-

lowing two com-

plaints criminal 

proceedings were 

launched. Yes 

 

Criminal investi-

gations are still   

pending, 

and/or the out-

come is not 

known because 

an unambiguous 

attribution to the 

federal police 

was not possible. No  
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Länder:  

 

Baden-Württemberg: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  4  3  5  3  12  

Completed cases  3  4  5  4  8  

Prosecution  0  0  0  0  0  

Transferred to a different  

public prosecution office  

 

1  0  0  0  0  

Application for simplified   

youth proceedings  

 

0  0  0  0  0  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO 

1  3  1  1  5  

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  162  163  171  243  244  

Completed cases  172  170  160  225  229  

Prosecution  2  0  3  5  2  

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

3  2  6  9  1  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

4  3  1  2  1  

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

9  6  3  3  3  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0  2  2  0  1  

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

1  0  1  0  0  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

147  149  136  195  205  
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Referred to private prose-

cution  

0  0  0  0  0  

Transferred pursuant to 

Section 41 (2)  

and Section 43 of Act on 

Regulatory Offences  

(Gesetz über Ordnungs-

widrigkeiten, OWiG) 

0  0  0  1  2  

Transferred to another 

public prosecution office  

3  6  5  3  9  

Joinder with another case  2  2  1  3  3  

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 111  83  92  131  154  

Completed cases  106  87  81  135  131  

Prosecution  1  0  1  2  1  

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

4  3  2  5  3  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

3  0  0  1  1  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 of the Youth 

Courts Law (Jugend-

gerichtsgesetz, JGG) 

0  1  0  2  0  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

1  3  0  2  3  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

1  0  2  0  1  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

90  74  72  115  115  

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0  0  0  0  0  
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Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

 

3  3  2  4  4  

Joinder with another case  2  2  1  3  1  

 

 

Bavaria: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  6 0 1 0 3 

Completed cases  5 0 2 0 2 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

5 0 2 0 2 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  279 235 283 221 273 

Completed cases  259 252 274 237 276 

Prosecution  1 0 3 3 1 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

5 4 3 4 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

4 6 1 2 1 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

2 13 5 1 5 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 1 
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Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

5 5 8 3 5 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

238 215 247 216 246 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 1 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

2 

 

2 5 0 10 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

2 3 1 1 2 

Joinder with another case  0 4 0 7 3 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 248 215 267 224 247 

Completed cases  247 219 269 217 248 

Prosecution  1 0 0 2 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

2 2 3 4 3 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 4 3 3 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

4 2 6 1 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

215 192 230 196 219 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 1 1 0 0 
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Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

 

11 13 15 9 7 

Joinder with another case  13 2 3 1 3 

 

 

Berlin: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  8 1 2 1 1 

Completed cases  8 2 2 1 0 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

 

3 

 

2 

 

2 

 

0 

 

0 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  365 174 217 140 136 

Completed cases  357 187 226 151 124 

Prosecution  

 

17 10 3 6 2 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

 

3 

 

1 

 

1 

 

2 

 

0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

 

7 

 

3 

 

3 

 

1 

 

1 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

 

 

27 

 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

 

6 

 

 

4 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

 

4 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

 

264 

 

153 

 

195 

 

124 

 

110 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 1 1 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

 

0 

 

0 

 

1 

 

0 

 

0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

 

4 

 

1 

 

4 

 

1 

 

1 

Joinder with another case   

29 

 

12 

 

10 

 

9 

 

5 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 103 57 63 52 37 

Completed cases  109 50 67 48 45 

Prosecution  2 1 3 1 1 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

 

1 

 

1 

 

1 

 

1 

 

0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

 

1 

 

4 

 

0 

 

2 

 

0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

 

5 

 

0 

 

2 

 

0 

 

0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

 

87 

 

42 

 

53 

 

44 

 

38 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

 

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

 

2 0 2 0 3 

Joinder with another case   

8 

 

2 

 

6 

 

0 

 

3 

 

 

Brandenburg: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  1 0 0 0 0 

Completed cases  0 1 0 0 0 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

0 1 0 0 0 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  38 48 48 33 40 

Completed cases  39 37 54 28 42 

Prosecution  0 0 4 0 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 0 2 0 0 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 0 1 0 1 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0 1 0 1 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

 

0 0 0 0 0 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 2 8 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

39 33 36 26 38 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 1 2 0 2 

Joinder with another case  0 0 1 1 1 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 46 33 41 40 64 

Completed cases  46 32 31 44 58 

Prosecution  0 0 0 1 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

2 0 0 2 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

2 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

40 29 21 39 47 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

 

0 0 2 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

 

0 2 5 2 8 

Joinder with another case  2 1 2 0 3 

 

 

Bremen: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  0 0 0 0 0 

Completed cases  0 0 0 0 0 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 

 

0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  62 26 30 40 31 

Completed cases  59 34 25 37 35 

Prosecution  1 0 0 3 2 
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Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 1 1 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

1 1 0 0 0 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

2 0 1 3 5 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

1 0 0 0 0 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

54 32 22 30 28 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 0 0 1 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Joinder with another case  0 0 1 0 0 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 28 22 9 22 12 

Completed cases  29 26 8 11 22 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 2 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

3 2 2 2 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

25 19 6 9 20 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 1 0 0 0 

Joinder with another case  1 2 0 0 0 

 

 

Hamburg:  

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  0 1 0 0 1 

Completed cases  0 1 0 0 1 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

0 1 0 0 1 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  288 280 264 202 194 

Completed cases  307 315 251 222 180 

Prosecution  5 4 2 3 6 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 1 1 0 2 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

5 16 8 7 11 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

5 4 6 8 1 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

1 3 2 0 6 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

279 280 224 197 146 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 1 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

5 0 3 0  2 

Joinder with another case  6 3 4 3 5 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 151 131 141 105 85 

Completed cases  161 124 159 94 89 

Prosecution  0 0 1 1 1 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

1 0 1 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0  2 2 1 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

 

0 0 0 0 1 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

156 122 142 85 78 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

4 1 3 1 2 

Joinder with another case  0 0 6 5 5 

 

 

Hesse: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  0 1 0 3 0 

Completed cases  0 0 1 3 0 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  124 120 168 147 128 

Completed cases  143 120 150 147 133 

Prosecution  3 4 2 6 4 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

2 0 1 0 4 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

1 5 3 2 2 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

4 8 8 6 7 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 0 1 2 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

112 94 112 110 92 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

1 0 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 0   0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

5 0 7 2 0 

Joinder with another case  1 1 1 3 2 

Investigation proceedings 

discontinued pursuant to 

Section 152 (2) StPO 

5 3 7 8 6 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 49 34 30 31 48 

Completed cases  48 35 30 23 46 

Prosecution  1 0 0 0 1 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 1 0 0 0 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

1 2 0 1 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

34 17 21 14 26 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

 0 0 1 2 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

3 3 5 0 2 

Joinder with another case  1 0 0 1 0 

Investigation proceedings 

discontinued pursuant to  

Section 152 (2) StPO 

7 10 4 5 14 

 

 

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  0 2 4 1 0 

Completed cases  1 1 4 1 0 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

1 1 4 0 0 
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Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  37 20 12 15 12 

Completed cases  41 25 13 14 12 

Prosecution  1 0 0 0 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

1 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 1 1 0 0 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0 1 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

38 22 9 14 12 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Joinder with another case  

 

1 1 3 0 0 
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Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 

 

37 15 19 14 27 

Completed cases  

 

34 25 15 17 25 

Prosecution  

 

0 0 0 0 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

2 1 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

 

1 1 1 3 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

28 23 11 12 23 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

2 0 2 0 1 

Joinder with another case  

 

1 0 1 1 0 

Note: 

The procedural outcomes requested here do not represent all types of outcome according to 

the Order Regarding the Gathering of Statistical Data by Public Prosecution Offices and Pub-

lic Prosecutors at Local Courts (Public Prosecution Office Statistics). For this reason, the 

number of outcome types may be lower than the total number of completed cases.  
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Lower Saxony: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  3 2 3 0 1 

Completed cases  1 4 3 0 1 

Prosecution  0 1 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 1 1 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

0 2 2 0 1 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  180 221 186 201 216 

Completed cases  159 228 186 194 225 

Prosecution  5 3 2 2 2 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

1 1 1 1 3 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

4 4 3 2 4 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

1 14 8 10 8 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

- 1 0 0 0 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

2 3 0 1 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

139 197 164 161 193 

Reference to private  

prosecution  

- 0 0 0 1 
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Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

1 0 1 2 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

3 3 3 3 4 

Joinder with another case  3 1 4 5 5 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 161 154 244 231 225 

Completed cases  134 158 232 230 244 

Prosecution  3 1 2 0 2 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

3 1 0 2 3 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

- 3 2 2 6 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

- 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

1 5 3 5 8 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

- 0 1 1 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

116 131 208 196 195 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

1 3 2 1 1 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

3 4 5 7 9 

Joinder with another case  5 4 3 6 15 
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North Rhine-Westphalia: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 1 0 1 1 2 

Completed cases 1 0 1 1 1 

Prosecution 0 0 0 0 0 

Transfers to another public prosecution 

office 

0 0 0 0 0 

Application for simplified youth pro-

ceedings 

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to Section 170 (2)  

StPO 

 

1 0 1 1 1 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53) 

  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 601 583 631 601 646 

Completed cases 601 584 603 607 661 

Prosecution 6 7 7 2 7 

Request for issuance of a  

penal order 

4 1 2 1 4 

Termination pursuant to Section 153 a 

StPO 

5 13 10 10 7 

Termination on grounds of insignifi-

cance   

pursuant to Section 153 (1) StPO 

11 13 10 15 24 

Termination pursuant to Section 154 (1)  

StPO 

0 0 2 0 1 

Dispensed with preferment of public 

charges 

38 40 46 52 51 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO 

518 488 502 480 546 

Referred to private prosecution 3 1 9 6 2 
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Transfer pursuant to Section 41 (2) and 

Section 43 OWiG 

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another 

public prosecution office 

6 9 7 3 4 

Joinder with another 

case  

 

9 12 7 37 13 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 680 705 956 666 721 

Completed cases 686 691 963 636 732 

Prosecution 4 9 7 4 12 

Request for issuance of a  

penal order 

5 5 7 2 8 

Termination pursuant to Section 153 a 

StPO 

10 15 13 13 13 

Termination pursuant to Section 45 JGG 0 0 0 1 0 

Termination pursuant to Section 153 (1)  

StPO 

23 30 17 19 13 

Termination pursuant to Section 154 (1)  

StPO 

0 5 3 1 3 

Termination pursuant to Section 170 (2)  

StPO 

580 557 842 557 629 

Referred to private prosecution 13 15 9 4 7 

Transfer to another public prosecution 

office 

16 10 20 9 19 

Joinder with another case 6 19 28 12 24 
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Rhineland-Palatinate: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  0 1 1 0 0 

Completed cases  0 1 1 0 0 

Prosecution  0 0 1  0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0  0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

0 1 0 0 0 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  66  66  81  73  76  

Completed cases  58  64  84  68  81  

Prosecution  1  1  1  0  0  

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0  0  1  0  1  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0  4  0  0  0  

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0  0  0  0  3  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0  0  0  0  0  

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0  0  0  1  0  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

54  51  77  63  72  

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0  0  0  1  1  
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Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0  0  0  0  2  

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

1  5  2  2  0  

Joinder with another case  2  0  1  0  2  

 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 73  61  121  69  78  

Completed cases  74  65  108  80  78  

Prosecution  1  1  0  0  0  

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

1  2  2  1  2  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

1  0  1  0  0  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0  0  0  0  0  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0  1  0  2  0  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

1  0  0  0  0  

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

64  57  94  72  67  

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0  1  1  0  0  

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0  2  4  4  4  

Joinder with another case  5  1  3  1  3  
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Saarland: 

During the period requested, there were multiple complaints of suspected bodily harm in the 

course of official duties (Section 340 StGB). An analysis of the documents available at the 

Land police headquarters revealed that, in the period under review, a total of 138 criminal 

complaints against police officers were submitted to the public prosecution office. 

 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 

 

Number 38 21 27 23 29 138 

 

 

 Outcome of proceedings 

 

Number Criminal Disciplinary 

88 Termination pursuant to Section 170 (2) 

StPO – 

Lack of initial suspicion or 

evidence of an offence 

Disciplinary review unable to determine   

any wrongdoing on behalf of police of-

ficer or is yet to be concluded. 

5 Termination pursuant to Section 152 (2) 

StPO – 

Criminal proceedings not initiated due to 

insufficient indications that a prosecutable 

offence had been committed 

Disciplinary review unable to  

determine any wrongdoing on behalf of 

police officer. 

 

1 Termination pursuant to Section 153 (1) 

StPO –  

due to minor nature of guilt or lack of pub-

lic interest 

Minor offence – verbal  

awareness-raising regarding the miscon-

duct in question 

 

1 Termination pursuant to Section 153 a 

StPO – complied  

with conditions and instructions 

Disciplinary review has not yet been 

concluded. 

 

1 Termination pursuant to Section 154 d 

StPO – 

"Decision of a prior issue involving civil 

law or administrative law" 

Disciplinary review unable to  

determine any wrongdoing on behalf of 

police officer. 
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1 Charges preferred, defendant acquitted  Disciplinary review  

unable to determine any wrongdoing on 

behalf of police officer. 

1 Charges preferred, sentenced to  

one year and six months on probation 

Dismissal pursuant to Section 24 of 

Civil Servants' Status Act 

(Beamtenstatusgesetz) 

 

40 The proceedings have not yet been con-

cluded, or the decision of the public prose-

cution office is not yet known. 

The disciplinary evaluation has been de-

ferred until criminal proceedings have 

been concluded.  

Total: 138   

 

 

Saxony-Anhalt: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  1 2 0 0 2 

Completed cases  1 1 1 0 0 

Prosecution  0 0 0   

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 1 0   

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0   

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

1 0 1   

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  80 33 72 60 66 

Completed cases  88 32 61 70 64 

Prosecution  2 0 1 0 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

1 1 1 0 1 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

2 0 1 0 1 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

1 0 1 1 3 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

1 0 0 0 0 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 0 0 1 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

76 30 57 62 52 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

1 0 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

1 0 0 3 7 

Joinder with another case  3 1 0 2 0 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 56 73 50 49 71 

Completed cases  60 72 49 51 72 

Prosecution  1 1 0 0 1 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 1 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 2 0 1 1 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

2 0 4 2 4 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 3 0 1 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

49 58 42 34 52 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

4 4 2 3 1 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

2 0 0 10 11 

Joinder with another case  2 2 0 0 0 

 

 

Saxony: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  3 0 0 0 2 

Completed cases  2 1 0 0 2 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

 

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

1 1 0 0 2 

Note: In addition to the table on subject group 52, one proceeding was terminated in 2011 due 

to joinder.  

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  94 121 100 97 99 

Completed cases  90 109 116 93 93 

Prosecution  4 1 2 1 6 
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Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

1 2 3 0 1 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

1 1 1 1 1 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0 1 3 0 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

84 101 103 89 81 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 1 0 0 1 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 2 2 1 1 

Joinder with another case  0 0 2 1 0 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 76 79 82 79 72 

Completed cases  88 79 79 70 82 

Prosecution  4 0 1 1 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 0 1 1 1 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 1 3 2 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

1 1 0 2 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

79 70 68 60 78 

Referred to private  

prosecution  

2 1 0 0 1 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 5 1 1 1 

Joinder with another case  1 0 3 1 1 

In addition to the table on subject group 54, it should be noted that: 

- in both 2011 and 2012, one additional proceeding was terminated pursuant to Section 

154d StPO,  

- in both 2013 and 2014, two additional proceedings were transferred as regulatory of-

fences. 

 

 

Schleswig-Holstein: 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  25 26 11 7 21 

Completed cases  23 27 10 9 23 

Prosecution  3 0 1 0 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

 

0 1 1 0 0 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0 2 0 0 2 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 
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Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 1 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

19 22 8 9 21 

Referred to private prose-

cution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Joinder with another case  0 0 0 0 0 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 7 14 7 14 11 

Completed cases  6 15 8 8 17 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 0 0 1 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0 1 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

6 13 6 6 14 

Referred to private  

prosecution  

0 0 0 0 0 
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Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 0 0 0 

Joinder with another case  0 0 0 0 0 

 

Thuringia: 

Intentional homicide by police officers (subject group 52) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  1 1 0 0 2 

Completed cases  1 1 0 0 0 

Prosecution  0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 1 0 0 0 

Application for simplified 

youth proceedings  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

0 0 0 0 0 

 

Use of violence and abandonment by police officers (subject group 53)  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases  18 3 18 24 27 

Completed cases  19 4 19 22 26 

Prosecution  0 0 0 1 1 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

1 0 0 0 0 

Termination on grounds of 

insignificance pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

0 0 1 1 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

0 0 0 0 1 

Dispensed with preferment 

of public charges  

0 0 0 0 1 
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Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

18 4 17 20 23 

Referred to private  

prosecution  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer pursuant to Sec-

tion 41 (2) and Section 43 

OWiG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

0 0 1 0 0 

Joinder with another case  0 0 0 0 0 

 

Coercion and misuse of public office by police officers (subject group 54) 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

New cases 45 28 75 98 67 

Completed cases  33 29 80 96 60 

Prosecution  1 0 1 1 0 

Request for issuance of a 

penal order  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 a StPO  

0 1 0 1 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 45 JGG  

0 0 0 0 0 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 153 (1) StPO  

1 2 0 0 1 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 154 (1) StPO  

1 0 0 1 1 

Termination pursuant to 

Section 170 (2) StPO  

27 22 74 86 57 

Referred to private  

prosecution  

2 0 1 0 0 

Transfer to another public 

prosecution office  

1 2 3 1 1 

Joinder with another case  0 1 1 4 0 
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2016 

 Germany Baden-Württemberg Bavaria 
 

Berlin 

   district of the Higher 
Regional Court  

 district of the Higher  
Regional Court 

 

  combined Karlsruhe Stuttgart combined Munich Nurem-
berg 

Bamberg  

Intentional 
homicide by 
police officers 
 

26 6 3 3 6 6 - - 1 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers 
 

2383 253 161 92 279 187 62 30 120 

Coercion and 
misuse of 
public office by 
police officers 

2073 268 83 185 213 136 43 34 38 

 

 Branden-
burg 

Bremen Hamburg Hesse Mecklenburg-Wes-
tern Pomerania 

Lower Saxony 

       district of the Higher Regional 
Court 

      com- 
bined 

Braun-
schweig 

Celle  Olden-
burg 

Intentional 
homicide by 
police officers 
 

- - - 1 - 1 1 - - 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers 
 

49 28 200 127 20 251 49 163 39 

Coercion and 
misuse of 
public office by 
police officers 

45 7 78 49 49 288 35 217 36 

 

 North Rhine-Westphalia Rhineland-Palatinate Saar-
land 

Saxony Saxony-
Anhalt 

Schles-
wig-Hol-
stein 

Thu-
ringia 
 

    district of the 
Higher Regional 
Court 

     

 combi-
ned 

Düs-
seldorf 

Hamm  Co-
logne 
 

combi-
ned 

Kob-
lenz 

Zweibrü-
cken 

     

Intentional 
homicide by po-
lice officers 
 

1 1 - - 1 1 - - 2 5 - 2 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers 
 

739 98 382 259 52 31 21 8 123 94 13 27 

Coercion and 
misuse of public 
office by police 
officers 

683 151 410 122 90 5o 40 28 65 80 15 77 

 
Source: Federal Statistical Office, DESTATIS, Subject-Matter Series 10, Series 2.6, Administration of Justice, Public 
Prosecution Offices, 2016, frequency of publication: annual, published on 25 October 2017 
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2017  

 Germany Baden-Württemberg Bavaria 
 

Berlin 

   district of the Higher 
Regional Court 

 district of the Higher  
Regional Court 

 

  combined Karlsruhe Stuttgart combined Munich Nurem-
berg 

Bamberg  

Intentional 
homicide by 
police officers 
 

29 7 5 2 6 4 1 1 2 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers 

2177 224 154 70 221 171 32 18 106 

Coercion and 
misuse of 
public office by 
police officers 

1931 298 112 186 180 135 22 23 12 

 

 

 

 Branden-
burg 

Bremen Hamburg Hesse Mecklenburg-Wes-
tern Pomerania 

Lower Saxony 

       district of the Higher Regional 
Court 

      combi-
ned 

Braun-
schweig 

Celle  Olden-
burg 

Intentional 
homicide by 
police officers 
 

2 - - 5 - 1 - - 1 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers 

38 37 151 118 18 195 28 126 41 

Coercion and 
misuse of 
public office by 
police officers 

41 16 44 20 60 275 39 199 37 

 

 North Rhine-Westphalia Rhineland-Palatinate Saar-
land 

Saxony Sa-
xony-
Anhalt 

Schles-
wig-Hol-
stein 

Thu-
ringia 

    district of the Hig-
her  
Regional Court 

     

 combi-
ned 
 

Düssel-
dorf 

Hamm  Co-
logne 
 

combi-
ned 

Kob-
lenz 

Zweibrü-
cken 

     

Intentional 
homicide by 
police officers 
 

2 - 1 1 1 1 - - - 2 1 - 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers 

715 94 404 217 71 41 30 15 144 87 5 32 

Coercion and 
misuse of 
public office by 
police officers 

610 109 389 112 100 62 38 11 97 75 10 82 

 
Source: Federal Statistical Office, DESTATI: Subject-Matter Series 10, Series 2.6, Administration of Justice, Public  
Prosecution Offices, 2017, frequency of publication: annual, published on 27 September 2018 



 

38 
 

2018 
 Germany Baden-Württemberg Bavaria 

 

Berlin 

   district of the Higher 
Regional Court 

 district of the Higher  
Regional Court 

 

  combined Karlsruhe Stuttgart combined Munich Nurem-
berg 

Bamberg  

Intentional 
homicide by 
police officers 
 

18 6 5 1 3 3 - - 3 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers  

2126 237 172 65 209 155 30 24 189 

Coercion and 
misuse of 
public office by 
police officers  

1950 254 83 171 197 130 55 12 38 

 
 Branden-

burg 
Bremen Hamburg Hesse Mecklenburg-Wes-

tern Pomerania 
Lower Saxony 

       district of the Higher Regional 
Court 

      combi-
ned 

Braun-
schweig 

Celle  Olden-
burg 

Intentional 
homicide by 
police officers 
 

- - - 2 - 2 - - 2 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers  

31 28 144 161 21 163 34 81 48 

Coercion and 
misuse of 
public office by 
police officers  

50 20 34 51 59 248 53 156 39 

 

 North Rhine-Westphalia Rhineland-Palatinate Saar-
land 

Saxony Saxony-
Anhalt 

Schles-
wig-Hol-
stein 

Thu-
ringia 
 

    district of the 
Higher Regional 
Court 

     

 com-
bi-
ned 

Düssel-
dorf 

Hamm  Co-
logne 
 

combi-
ned 

Kob-
lenz 

Zweibrü-
cken 

     

Intentional 
homicide by po-
lice officers 
 

- - - - 1 1 - - - - - 1 

Use of violence 
and abandon-
ment by police 
officers  

674 95 336 243 63 40 23 5 86 81 4 30 

Coercion and 
misuse of public 
office by police 
officers  

647 158 338 151 66 33 33 18 125 68 7 68 

 
Source: Federal Statistical Office, DESTATIS, Subject-Matter Series 10, Series 2.6, Administration of Justice, Public 
Prosecution Offices, 2018, frequency of publication: annual, published on 22 August 2019 


