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This addendum provides a brief update on new developments relating to women’s rights and gender equality in the Netherlands since the July 2024 shadow report. (All references are included in the version of this addendum published on the Dutch CEDAW Network website.) 
 
DETERIORATED POLITICAL LANDSCAPE
The researchers behind the 2024 SDG Gender Index warn that global gender equality may regress rather than progress by 2030. 1 This worldwide trend is also evident in the Netherlands.
· The Dutch political climate has grown increasingly hostile toward advocacy for migrants, women’s rights, LGBTQI+ rights, and gender equality. Public support for activists is eroding. NGOs are warning of an increasingly unsafe environment for women human rights defenders, particularly those from LGBTQI+, migrant, and refugee communities, as intolerant discourse and aggressive responses are largely going unchallenged by political leaders.
· Government communications show a consistent pattern of diluting or omitting references to gender equality and LGBTQI+ rights. There has also been a failure to consult with women’s organisations, including the Dutch CEDAW Network and most NGOs that endorsed both shadow reports. The November 2024 Emancipation Policy letter notably avoids the term “gender” altogether2, signalling a deliberate policy shift that undermines the long-established intersectional approaches and obligations under the Convention.
· NGOs are further concerned about the rise in mis- and disinformation, which is often unchallenged or even amplified by government actors and threatens evidence-based policymaking. The erosion of trust in facts and the growing influence of ideologically driven narratives weaken democratic debate and hinder effective responses to gender inequality, thereby putting women’s rights and safety at a heightened risk.

UPDATES	
1. The Shadow Report 2024 was finalised during a transitional government period. Similarly, the Addendum to the Shadow Report was completed amidst political instability. On 2 June 2025, the government fell after 11 months. Ten days later, the caretaker cabinet introduced a new Emancipation White Paper that replaces the former and signals reduced alignment with CEDAW.[footnoteRef:1] Parliamentary elections were held on 29 October 2025, and negotiations for a new government are currently underway. [1:  See Annex Addendum on our website for concise comparison.] 


2. The government has decided that the new ODA funding mechanisms for NGOs cannot be used for any lobby or advocacy activities in the Netherlands. This significantly curtails civic space and limits NGOs’ ability to hold the Duch government accountable for its international commitments, including CEDAW. In December 2025, the State Secretary rejected a motion that would have allowed NGOs to again receive funding for lobbying in The Hague. 3 (Update Shadow Report 2024, para 10; Shadow Report 2021, para 6)

3. The government has formally ended its commitment to Feminist Foreign Policy and implemented substantial budget cuts on gender equality programmes within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This means a reduction of €20 million in annual funding, affecting 2,291 women’s organisations worldwide, on top of a budget cut of €300 million. (Update Shadow Report 2024, para 7)

4. In its recent view (CEDAW/C/90/D/162/2020, February 2025), CEDAW found that the Netherlands discriminates in its regulations on name changes. The Committee ruled that a divorced woman must be allowed to regain her birth name free of charge. NGOs note that a settlement was reached between the author and the government. However, the government is vague about the general measures and timeline for new legislation to ensure that barriers are eliminated for women in the same position as the author, and as of this submission, has not proposed any temporary solution for affected women.

5. In 2024, Parliament passed two motions calling for a ban on non-essential medical treatments for intersex children, one of which urged immediate action. The 2025 Emancipation White Paper includes the launch of a study in summer 2025 into measures to prevent non-consensual, non-essential medical treatments on intersex children, a possible legal ban, and lessons from other European countries. Results are expected somewhere in 2026. (Update Shadow Report 2024, para 15)

6. Women are being underserved by the medical system. 4 Recent research, for example, shows that one in two women experiences severe pain during IUD insertion5, underscoring persistent shortcomings in women’s healthcare. Also, women in menopause are underserved: many GPs hesitate to prescribe hormone replacement therapy, especially for women over 60, and testosterone, important for bone strength and heart health, is not prescribed to women at all.

7. A 2025 study documents how women politicians with a migration background face discrimination, intimidation, and unequal access to opportunities. Many report needing to work harder and facing threats or online abuse when speaking out politically. 6 However, no concrete steps to ensure their safety, equal treatment, and political inclusion have been made. (Update Shadow Report 2024, para 12)

8. NGOs are concerned about the rise of digital violence, including apps that provide ex-partners the opportunity to track women or access personal data like bank accounts. Online gender-based violence is increasing rapidly, with female politicians and public figures being especially targeted with hate speech, threats, and digital abuse. In some cases, this has escalated to the point of physical danger, pushing women out of public life. Yet, a national, coordinated strategy that focuses on improving victim protection, prevention, education, and accountability is lacking. NGOs expect more proactive action against gender-based violence, both online and offline. For example, no action was taken by the Public Prosecution Service or the Municipality in the case of an imam promoting FGM, a stance upheld by the Council of State. 7 (Update Shadow Report 2024, para 16-18; Shadow Report 2021, para 10) 

9. 	The government’s plan to considerably reduce the costs of childcare for parents has been postponed again to 2029. Other measures even have the effect that particularly low-income families (often single mothers) must pay more for using childcare facilities, hindering rather than supporting their social and economic participation. 8 (Update Shadow Report 2024, para 27)

9. GREVIO published the First thematic evaluation report on the Netherlands. The Expert Committee made a critical assessment of the compliance with the Istanbul Conventions.

10. NGOs are deeply concerned that the government has rejected the asylum application of several women and intends to deport them to Afghanistan, where they would face ongoing repression and gender-based persecution under the Taliban rule. The applications were rejected on the basis that the women do not “dress in a Western way” or primarily performed “domestic tasks” within the household, leading the authorities to conclude that they could adjust to the Taliban’s restrictions relatively easily. 9

11. An alarming development is the government’s plan to criminalise undocumented migrants. This puts migrant domestic workers, victims of trafficking and gender-based violence, and women facing forced marriage, marital captivity, or abandonment at serious risk. Other women with no or insecure residence status will also be endangered. There are strong grounds to believe that such criminalisation violates CEDAW, as it increases these women's risk of exploitation, violence, and exclusion from essential services.
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