Opening remarks and cluster one questions 
I welcome the distinguished delegation of Andorra to the Committee and very much look forward to a fruitful dialogue. Andorra stands unique to us among the many other states with which we have had to hold dialogues in terms of its geographical size and population which is such that it makes it easy for the state to understand what may be happening to every part and every citizen including those who may be in unique situations like persons with disabilities and whose living condition call for specific attention. We are very thankful for the initial state report which was prepared in accordance to the Committee’s guidelines and the supplementary information provided through the state response to the list of issues.  
We note that the state has taken legislative and policy measures to implement the convention and we would like to commend it for this. There are however some concerns that we have noted and we trust that we will be able to have clarification and more information through our dialogue in these two days.  Whereas the state in its reports recognized the existence of a national organization of persons with disabilities and that this organization has the mandate among other things to monitor the implementation of the  Convention, We have been unable to identify the role the organisations has played in  the policy and legal  reforms towards  the implementation  of the convention. We tried our best to seek information from them and we were unable and this made us wonder as to what   relationship with the state is that they were not willing to interact with us.  We will also be interested to know more about how this organisations has related with the Ombudsman in terms of the monitoring role.
More Specifically, we would like to hear from the state delegation on:
1. Whereas a number of legislation and policies have been amended to align them with the convention, regulations to put these amendments into force are yet to be adopted. Could you please provide information on the process to do so and the timelines to put them into effect.  How does the state facilitate the participation of persons with disabilities through their representative organisations in this process.
please indicate the relationship between the state and the organizations of persons with disabilities and explain whether their funding compromises their independence and freedom of expression by causing fear of reprisals. 
2. Given that there has been only one complaint received by the Ombudsman since the extension of its mandate to receive complaints in 2017 through the enactment of Law 26/2017, Could you please provide information on the awareness that has been raised on this role to persons with disabilities and their representative organization. How accessible is the Ombudsman office to persons with disabilities in terms of physical environment, communication and information? 

3. Please inform on the specific measures taken to protect women and girls with disabilities from aggravated forms of discrimination and to protect them sufficiently from multiple and intersecting forms of gender-based violence and discrimination.

4. Please inform on how the amendments being assessed in relation to combating human trafficking include women with disabilities, and the specific measures put in place to ensure their protection and support.

5. Please inform on the recognition , participation and  involvement of children  with disabilities in the communal councils for children and adolescents as well as in the National Council for Children and Adolescents representing young people in secondary education in all the establishments of the three education systems in Andorra.

6. Provide information on the specific measures that the state has taken to reach out to persons with disabilities through their representative organizations to raise awareness and to provide education on their rights as provided in the convention and how to access redress when these rights are violated. 

7. Provide information on the specific requirements imposed on companies awarded contracts to ensure accessibility of public transport.  what measures have been put in place to enforce compliance with these requirements?

