


Opening statement 
The Committee appreciate the steps taken to make the rights of persons with disabilities realized in the state including preparing  a state report, responding to our list of issues and taking time to come and have a dialogue with us on what is going well and areas that need improvement. We believe  that this dialogue will help to clarify the situation in angola and to seek ways of higher achievement of the rights as provided in the convention. we have looked at the state report, the reply to the list of issues and have identified areas in which work on implementing the convention need to be taken further:

i. Persons with disabilities through their organisations do not participate in decision making even about their own affairs and are not consulted on the services provided for them.
2. There is no accessible mechanism to file a report on discrimination, no option to raise a complain with the Government, neither is there any means to seek redress. If such  a mechanism or means of redress exist, Persons with disabilities  are not aware. 
3. No specific mesures have been put in place for the protection of women and girls from violence and abuse. They are abused  at home, on the streets and in other living conditions, cases of steralisations at the request of carers have been reported,FGM has also been reported.  No empowerment programmes are in place for them.
4. Stigma and discrimination of persons with disabilities and in particular people with psychosocial disabilities still abides.  There is no awareness-raising program on their rights, responsibility or capability, which explains why they are discriminated against.  
5. There is no support from the State for persons with disabilities and especially those with visual impairment to have access to information, Communication and new technologies. The few who have any form of technology including computers with  screen readers or smart phones have obtained them on their own. Sign language interpreters are very few and no arrangements  has been made by the state to provide their services to the deaf people in learning institution and public places where their services are needed.
6. There is no protection for Person with albinism who suffer from poor access to solar protection, poor access to treatment for their vision, skin cancers and other health problems. They cannot pass the test to obtain a driving licence;
7. People with leprosy are isolated and left to the care of non-governmental organisations.
8. Access to justice remains a mirage in that investigators, prosecutors, judges and other professionals do not have the training necessary to deal with persons with disabilities. There is no provision for procedural accommodation and translation in the Angolan sign language is not provided;
9. No indication has been shown for the need to ratify the Marrakesh treaty to allow provision of print materials for the blind and other print disabled persons to have reading materials provided to them in alternative means of communication without the incumberaces of the publications law. 
10. Despite  the fact that provision exist for quota system in the employment of persons with disabilities, there are no sanctions for those who do not adhere whether in public or private sector.
11. No social benefit or social protection is in place for persons with disabilities  the majority of who have no any means of livelihood  and as sucha good number of them will be seen in the streets begging.
12. Public participation  is limited to voting which is also largely not accessible because of inaccessible voting stations and  lack of information and voting materials in accessible format.
13. There is no clear mechanism for the monitoring of the convention. the Omboutsmans office which is charged with this responsibility has not been effective and does not involved persons with disabilities in its work. Most of them are not even aware of its monitoring role.
14. We will be most grateful to get the clarification on these issues during this Dialogue





