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To the Distinguished Members of the 31st Session of the CED,
United Nations Human Rights Council,
Tripla Difesa O.N.L.U.S., an organization holding Consultative Status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and operating in Italy for more than fifteen years, respectfully submits this communication to the 31st Session of the CED before the Human Rights Council in order to bring to your attention serious concerns regarding the situation of human rights defenders, independent civil society organizations, lawyers, and citizens seeking justice within the Republic of Italy.
For many years, our organization has documented and reported situations that raise serious concerns regarding compliance with international human rights standards, particularly in relation to freedom of association, freedom of expression, access to justice, the right to a fair trial, the presumption of innocence, and the protection of individuals and organizations engaged in combating corruption, organized crime, abuses of power, and violations of human rights.
In our experience, human rights defenders and NGOs operating in sensitive fields are frequently subjected to judicial harassment, retaliatory investigations, reputational attacks, and legal proceedings that appear aimed at weakening their activities and credibility rather than establishing objective facts.
Particularly alarming is the increasing difficulty encountered by lawyers representing NGOs, human rights defenders, whistleblowers, and victims of abuse. We have observed circumstances in which legal representatives face procedural obstacles, undue pressure, and limitations affecting their ability to effectively present evidence and ensure a full and independent defense. Even where documentary evidence, witness testimony, and supporting material are available, defense counsel often encounters significant barriers in obtaining impartial consideration of such evidence.
These circumstances raise serious concerns regarding compliance with international standards protecting the independence of lawyers and the right of every individual to effective legal representation.
Our organization has also experienced direct incidents involving its legally registered headquarters in Florence. Despite the filing of numerous complaints supported by evidence and witness testimony, effective investigations and remedies have proven difficult to obtain. Simultaneously, members of our organization have been subjected to accusations and proceedings that we believe have the effect of undermining our credibility and limiting our legitimate activities.
The resulting situation creates a climate of fear, uncertainty, and intimidation for organizations engaged in public-interest work, particularly those involved in anti-corruption activities, anti-mafia initiatives, human rights monitoring, and cooperation with international institutions.
We respectfully submit the following alleged violations and areas of concern regarding the Republic of Italy:
1. Violation of Freedom of Association.
2. Violation of the Rights of Human Rights Defenders.
3. Violation of Freedom of Expression.
4. Violation of the Presumption of Innocence.
5. Violation of the Right to a Fair and Impartial Trial.
6. Violation of the Right to an Effective Remedy.
7. Judicial Harassment through Prolonged or Unfounded Proceedings.
8. Interference with the Independence and Effectiveness of Lawyers and Legal Defense.
9. Failure to Properly Investigate Complaints Supported by Evidence.
10. Failure to Protect NGOs Engaged in Human Rights, Anti-Corruption and Anti-Crime Activities.
11. Arbitrary Interference with the Activities of Civil Society Organizations.
12. Possible Abuse of Investigative and Judicial Procedures for Intimidation Purposes.
13. Failure to Ensure Equality Before the Law.
14. Failure to Protect Individuals Reporting Corruption, Organized Crime, and Human Rights Violations from Retaliation.
The rights potentially affected include, among others:
· Articles 19 and 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
· Articles 14, 19, 22 and 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
· Article 2(3) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
· The United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (1998);
· The United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers.
In light of the above, we respectfully request that the 31st Session of the CED and the Human Rights Council consider monitoring these allegations, receiving information from independent civil society organizations, and evaluating whether a pattern of violations affecting human rights defenders, lawyers, anti-corruption activists, anti-mafia organizations, and independent NGOs exists within the Republic of Italy.
We remain available to provide documentary evidence, witness statements, judicial records, and any additional information that may assist the United Nations in assessing the matters described herein.
We further wish to express our grave concern regarding the safety and security of the volunteers working within our organizations.
As a consequence of the pressures, accusations, intimidation, and retaliatory actions described above, many of our volunteers genuinely fear for their personal safety and well-being. Several individuals have expressed concerns that their involvement in human rights, anti-corruption, and anti-crime activities may expose them to harassment, retaliation, reputational attacks, or other forms of harm.
This climate of fear has a serious impact on the ability of civil society organizations to operate effectively and discourages citizens from participating in legitimate activities aimed at promoting human rights, transparency, accountability, and the rule of law.
We respectfully submit that States have a positive obligation to ensure that human rights defenders, NGO personnel, and volunteers can carry out their lawful activities free from threats, intimidation, retaliation, or fear for their personal security.
We therefore request that the United Nations closely monitor the situation and encourage the competent authorities to adopt all necessary measures to guarantee the safety, protection, and freedom of action of volunteers and human rights defenders operating within the Republic of Italy.
Despite the fact that Witnesses of Justice have committed no crimes and cooperate with judicial authorities solely in the interest of justice, they continue to face serious difficulties in obtaining the protections guaranteed by Italian law.
Italian Law No. 6 of 11 January 2018, "Provisions for the Protection of Witnesses of Justice", clearly distinguishes Witnesses of Justice from collaborators of justice ("pentiti"). Unlike collaborators, Witnesses of Justice are innocent citizens who have been exposed to serious risks because of their truthful testimony and cooperation with law enforcement authorities.
The law provides a comprehensive framework of protection, including:
• Personal security measures to safeguard the physical integrity of Witnesses of Justice and their family members exposed to danger.
• Surveillance, protection services, secure relocation, and other special measures necessary to prevent retaliation and threats.
• Economic support measures to compensate for losses suffered as a consequence of cooperation with justice.
• Social and professional reintegration measures, including the preservation of employment, transfer to another workplace when necessary for security reasons, and assistance in rebuilding a normal life.
• Protection of businesses and economic activities that may have suffered damage as a direct consequence of the witness's cooperation with judicial authorities.
• Special safeguards for family members and cohabitants who are exposed to serious risks because of their relationship with the Witness of Justice.
The law further recognizes that the State has a duty not only to protect the life and safety of Witnesses of Justice but also to guarantee their dignity, social inclusion, employment opportunities, and economic stability.
However, despite the existence of this legal framework, our NGOs continuously request lawyers to submit the necessary applications and legal motions aimed at securing these protections. In many cases, they remain inactive or appear unwilling to invoke the provisions established by Law No. 6 of 2018, almost as if they are unaware of the rights specifically granted to Witnesses of Justice.
This situation generates profound concern among our organizations. We fear that the protections guaranteed by law are not being effectively implemented and that Witnesses of Justice, who have courageously chosen to uphold the rule of law without having committed any crime, are being left without the safeguards expressly recognized by the Italian legal system.
Consequently, many of our volunteers and members fear for their personal safety, their livelihoods, and the security of their families.
Respectfully submitted,
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