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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Members of the Committee,
It is an honour for me to be here today to lead the Slovak delegation on the occasion of the examination of the third periodic report before the Committee against Torture. The Slovak Government highly values the work of the Committee, in particular the monitoring of compliance with the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment which in our view is vital for its effective implementation. Recommendations of the Committee play a crucial role in this regard. 

Before touching upon particular issues related to the examination of the third periodic report of Slovakia, allow me to introduce members of the Slovak delegation who will address your questions in the course of these two days. In view of the wide range of areas covered by the Convention, the Slovak delegation is composed of experts from numerous government bodies.
· Mr. Milan KOLLÁR, Director, Human Rights Department, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs,

· Mr. Marek BRENČIČ, Head of Unit for National Minorities, Human Rights Department, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs,

· Mr. Ján HERO, Director, Department for Conceptions, Analysis and Regional Coordination, Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government for Roma Communities, 

· Mr. Branislav KADLEČÍK, Directorate General for Legislative Affairs, Ministry of Justice, 

· Mr. Michal SEDLIAK, Deputy Director General, Corps of Prison and Court Guard, 
· Mr. Jozef GRIGER, Department for the Execution of Remand Detention and Prison Sentences, Corps of Prison and Court Guard, 

· Ms. Anetta TEPLICOVÁ, Director, Department of Foreign and European Affairs, Ministry of Interior, 

· Mr. Martin MATUŠKOVIČ, Director, Control and Inspection Service of the Ministry of Interior, 
· Mr. Ladislav CSÉMI, Deputy Director, Bureau of Border and Alien Police, Presidium of Police Force, 
· Mr. Miroslav MIREK, Department of Control, Presidium of Police Force, 
· Ms. Ľubica ROZBOROVÁ, Department of Gender Equality and Equal Opportunities, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family, and
· Ms. Soňa DANOVÁ, Permanent Mission of Slovakia to the UN. 
Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Experts,

The Slovak Republic is a sovereign and democratic country governed by the principles of human rights and the rule of law. It is a State Party to all core human rights instruments, and its human rights legislation meets the highest internationally recognised standards. In addition to the Constitution of the Slovak Republic, the prohibition of torture, inhuman or degrading 
treatment is guaranteed by the international treaties that take precedence over national laws. The Convention, to which the Slovak Republic acceded by succession in 1993, is considered as one of the fundamental international instruments in the area of the prevention of torture. 

As regards the process of the preparation of report at national level, Slovakia submitted its third periodic report in November 2013 in accordance with Article 19 of the Convention, after its approval by the Government. The report contains information on measures adopted from            1 January 2007 to 30 September 2013. Slovakia provided its response to the Committee’s list of issues in relation to its third periodic report on 2 June 2015.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Members of the Committee,

I will now turn to the main developments with impact on areas covered by the Convention that have taken place in Slovakia during the period under review.

The most significant systemic change in the penitentiary system and towards development of alternative punishments is represented by the recently adopted Law No. 78/2015 on control of the execution of some decisions through technical means. While the law primarily establishes legislative conditions for the effective review of compliance with mainly judicial decisions through technical means, especially with regard to house arrest, it also creates conditions for alternative prison sentences. As from 1 January 2016, the house arrest penalty will be applied according to the law. It shall serve not only as an instrument to reduce the number of persons in prisons and hence it will become a tool for avoiding prison overcrowding, but it also paves the way for strengthening process of social reintegration and renewing social contacts in the natural environment. The court can transform the remaining time of prison sentence into house arrest penalty according to Paragraph 65a of the Criminal Code. The remaining time of prison sentence shall be equal to the duration of house arrest penalty.

The Government recognizes the need to improve protection of people living in Slovakia against crimes that may threaten their lives, physical or mental integrity, dignity and liberty. With this aim, the draft law on the European Protection Order was approved on 1 July 2015 by the Government through which legally binding acts of the EU were transposed to national legislation.  

Numerous measures have been adopted by the Ministry of Interior with a view to strengthen prevention of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Let me mention several concrete examples such as the regulation of the obligation of police officers concerning telephone communication with regard to persons deprived of their liberty; obligation of commander of action for video recording of police actions; obligation of police officers to register exact data about time of limitation of personal liberty; obligation of senior police officers concerning the review the way on how the police officers of lower ranks proceeded during their operations; obligation of higher ranking officers to perform regular review of facilities where persons deprived of their liberty are placed. In order to monitor proceeding of police officers during their operations, 780 police vehicles have been equipped with front cameras to record police intervention. Currently, user tests are being carried out in relation to personal security cameras which are intended to be placed on the uniforms of police officers. 

Significant legislative change was adopted with respect to the rights of foreign citizens. The new Law on the Residence of Foreigners which entered into force in 2012, substantially broaden the rights of foreign citizens subjected to deportation or detention procedure. In practical terms this means that at each procedural stage the foreigner has the right to get an oral translation of the decisions, and in addition, upon request, he/she has the right to receive written translation of the justification of the deportation, justification for prohibition of entry and obligation to leave the country, as well as information on possibilities to appeal decision. In case of detention procedure, the foreigner is immediately informed about the reasons of detention and possibilities to get in touch with close relatives, attorney and embassy of his/her country. Similarly, this information is provided to foreigner both at the police department in charge of the procedure and in facility where he/she is temporarily placed. Foreigner’s rights are fully guaranteed in this process.  
In addition, during the period under review, the foreigners’ rights were further strengthened by broadening the scope of the provision regarding obstacles to administrative deportation to a country from which the foreign citizen could be forcibly deported to a country where he/she may be subjected to the risk of torture according to articles 1 and 3 of the Convention.

With regard to the appeal proceedings in the cases of detention in the context of administrative justice, a further amendment to the Code of Civil Procedure was adopted. The amendment sets up, inter alia, the deadline for the court to deliver its decision within 7 days after receipt of the file. 

The area of asylum is of particular interest to the Slovak Government. In a gesture of solidarity, negotiations about resettlement and relocation of certain number of asylum-seekers are currently carried out between Slovakia and Austria. The assistance of my country will also include providing for accommodation for persons concerned. 

I will now briefly touch upon progress in the field of protection of vulnerable groups. 

During the period under review, the Slovak Government adopted the National Action Plan for the Prevention and Elimination of Violence against Women for the years 2009 – 2012 followed by the National Action Plan for the years 2014 – 2019. One of the crucial projects in this area was the establishment of the Coordinating Methodical Centre for Prevention and Elimination of Violence against Women and Domestic Violence. The aim of the Centre is to create, implement and coordinate a comprehensive national policy in the given area. Furthermore, the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family established a non-stop free helpline for women experiencing violence.  

Protection of the rights of the child remains at the core of national and foreign policy in the field of human rights. To further improve protection of children against violence, a significant step was achieved through the adoption of the National Strategy for the Protection of Children against Violence, which represents the first active interministerial policy instrument in this field. Moreover, the measures regarding elimination of violence against children make an integral part of a yearly assessment and update of the National Action Plan for Children for the years 2013 – 2017. The on-going process of the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse and the ratification of the third Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure in December 2013 remain of crucial importance in the area of protection of children against extremely serious forms of violence. Just to remind you that Slovakia played a leading role during the preparation of the Third Optional Protocol to CRC.

The Commissioner for Children and the Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities established by law in 2015 shall exclusively focus on the rights of these vulnerable groups as resulting from relevant UN Conventions. The Commissioners shall assess the protection of the rights of children and persons with disabilities upon specific requests or as a result of their own initiative. The Commissioners’ mandate includes monitoring of the children’s rights and persons with disabilities and direct contacts with children and people with disabilities, including in places of detention and protection facilities.  
Improving the situation of Roma minority has been a long-term priority for the Slovak Government. On 11 January 2012, the Government adopted the Strategy for Roma Integration up to 2020. The National Action Plan for the years 2011 – 2015 of the Decade of Roma Inclusion serves as the action plan of the Strategy in the field of education, employment, healthcare, and housing. As part of the Strategy, the Office of the Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities currently prepares a separate action plan on non-discrimination, financial inclusion, and relations towards mainstream society.  
We recognize the need for further progress in the field of education of children from socially disadvantaged environment, mostly from Roma communities. The latest amendment to the School Law adopted on 30 June 2015, will certainly contribute to achieve this aim. The law explicitly stipulates that a pupil from socially disadvantaged environment cannot be enrolled to a special school or a special class. Enrolment of children from socially disadvantaged environment into the same classes together with other children is directly determined by law. In addition, to improve the quality of education and school attendance financial subsidies are included in the adopted act. Finally, the state control mechanism in relation to school counselling services was strengthened,  and focus on review of diagnostic procedure and integration of children to mainstreaming classes is given by this specific law. 

Lastly, let me inform you about the Optional Protocol to the Convention to which Slovakia is not a State party. The question still remains under consideration. Would decision on the ratification of the Optional Protocol be taken, it will be result of interministerial consultations, expert negotiations, and discussions at national level.
Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, 

Before I conclude, I wish to highlight the role of the Committee in strengthening legislative and institutional framework at national level. The outcome of your assessment provides national authorities with important guidance on how to further enhance the level of human rights protection. This, from our point of view, is one of the main strengths of the examination of states under treaty body system. We look forward to fruitful and constructive dialogue with the Committee and are keen to answer questions put forward by distinguished members of the Committee. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Now I would like to give the floor back to you and members of the Committee for the questions. 

Thank you.  
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