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About Contributing Organizations:
Main Contributing Organization: Transitional Justice Working Group (TJWG)
Transitional Justice Working Group (TJWG) is a human rights documentation NGO established in Seoul in 2014 that aims to develop the best practice to address mass human rights violations and to realize the victim-centered approach and justice in societies that are making a transition from or have yet to make a transition from armed conflict or dictatorship. 84 Yulgok-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul 03131, Republic of Korea (South Korea), https://en.tjwg.org / Contact person: Hubert Y. Lee hubert.lee@tjwg.org Tel: +82-2-722-1162

Mulmangcho is a non-partisan and non-profit organization founded in Seoul, Korea in 2012. Mulmangcho assists North Korean defectors and the courageous and elderly POWs who have returned to their homes. Mulmangcho pursues research programs to better help those in need and carry out various programs to help to the victims of our history and strives to establish freedom and democracy for other countries. 32 Beodeunaru-ro 12ga-gil, Yeongdeungpo-gu, Seoul 07254, Republic of Korea (South Korea), https://www.mulmangcho.org / Contact person: Cha Dong-gil mulmangcho522@hanmail.net cdg1206@hanmail.net Tel: +82-2-6477-6001

THINK is a North Korean human rights NGO established in 2019, dedicated to promoting the rights of North Korean defectors—especially women and youth—and supporting their resettlement. THINK’s activities include the Korea-Czech Dialogue for the Promotion of North Korean Human Rights held in Prague and Olomouc and the Future Forum for North Korean Youth Refugees. THINK provides direct support, including group counseling for defector women, career guidance and art-based emotional support at alternative schools for defector youth. 25, Teheran-ro 108-gil, Gangnam-gu, Seoul 06175, Republic of Korea (South Korea), https://www.touchnk.com / Contact person: Son Moon-kyung rishpon@naver.com Tel: +82-2-3474-7004

Introduction
This submission concerns:
1. The segregation, forced sterilization, infanticides and medical experiments committed against persons with disabilities (LOI 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20 and 25)
2. The suicide order given to the North Korean soldiers who are wounded or disabled in combat in the Russo-Ukrainian War (LOI 7 and 8)

1. The segregation, forced sterilization, infanticides and involuntary medical experiments committed against persons with disabilities (LOI 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20 and 25)
The landmark report of the detailed findings of the United Nations Commission of Inquiry on human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (COI DPRK) in 2014 (A/HRC/25/CRP.1) stated that:

327. According to a recent NGO report, many DPRK nationals who fled the DPRK indicated that infants with disabilities were killed or abandoned. Another research institute based in the ROK reported that human rights violations against persons with disabilities include the segregation and forced sterilization of persons suffering from dwarfism.
328. There have been disturbing allegations of an island in South Hamgyong Province where gruesome medical testing of biological and chemical weapons has been conducted on persons with disabilities. The Commission has received no first-hand accounts of these allegations. A former high-level official, recounted two occasions when he was working for the Ministry of Public Security when people were arrested and sent to a facility, Hospital 83, where the doctors told him they would be used for medical experiments. Based on the information received, the Commission is not in a position to confirm these allegations. It notes them as subjects for further investigation.
…
836. The Commission has investigated allegations brought to its attention, which suggest that political prisoners were deliberately killed in medical experiments conducted by state authorities to test the impact of chemical and biological weapons. Similar allegations have been received regarding medical experiments performed in closed hospitals for persons with disabilities. 
837. The Commission considers that particular care is called for in verifying the accuracy of such serious allegations. On the basis of the information available when this report was finalized, the Commission is not in a position to confirm whether any such medical experiments were conducted. Further proof would be required to meet the rigorous standard of proof applied by the Commission. Nevertheless, the Commission records the allegations for future investigation and consideration.

Ten years later, the Republic of Korea (South Korea) Ministry of Unification’s 2024 Report on North Korean Human Rights continued to document similar disturbing reports of segregation, forced sterilization, infanticides and medical experiments committed against persons with disabilities (pp. 592-596).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ROK Ministry of Unification (MOU), Report on North Korean Human Rights, https://www.unikorea.go.kr/eng_unikorea/news/Publications/ronkhr] 


North Korean residents with disabilities face severe restrictions on their freedom of residence. The Center’s investigations indicate that from the 1970s to the mid-2010s, a policy enforced by the North Korean authorities prohibiting the residence of people with disabilities in Pyongyang did indeed exist. According to numerous testimonies, it appears that the authorities strategically relocated all disabled residents living in Pyongyang to rural areas in preparation for the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students in 1988. Other accounts recalled that residents with disabilities who were living in Pyongyang were separated from their families there and relocated to the homes of their relatives in the countryside under direct order from the authorities from the 1970s to the 1990s. The restrictions on their residence in Pyongyang continued until the mid-2010s, with individuals being forcibly moved to outer regions of Pyongyang, such as Sadong District and Unjong District, or to other regions. If persons with disabilities did not leave Pyongyang on their own, their entire family was forced to relocate.
Another example of residence restrictions includes the existence of collective living areas known as “Dwarf Villages” for individuals with dwarfism and “Hunchback Villages” for those with spinal disabilities. These Dwarf Villages were located in remote mountainous areas of North Korea, such as Kimhyongjik County, Kimjongsuk County, and Samsu County in Ryanggang Province, as well as Toksong County in South Hamgyong Province. The authorities also forcibly relocated individuals with spinal disabilities to a Hunchback Village located in Samsu County, Ryanggang Province. Residents of these collective living areas were not allowed to move to other regions, faced restrictions on marrying individuals who did not have disabilities, and had limited freedom in choosing their occupations. These collective residences for people with disabilities are usually located far from other civilian villages in geographically isolated areas, which appears to reflect the North Korean authorities’ intention to prevent interactions between disabled and non-disabled individuals and to hide their existence from the outside world.
Recently, changes for people with disabilities have been observed. Construction of housing for disabled people in areas nearby Pyongyang has begun and restrictions on their residence have been lifted. Testimonies indicate that a construction brigade was mobilized to build houses for individuals with dwarfism around 2017. The construction took place at the foot of a mountain near Pyongsong City in South Pyongan Province, and the height of houses was designed to be much lower than standard homes. In addition, another testimony indicates that there are no longer restrictions on the residence of people with disabilities. Contrary to the past, residency restrictions for the disabled in Pyongyang had been lifted around 2020.
In spite of these changes, there have been violations against the right to liberty of people with disabilities, including forced sterilizations. Numerous cases of forced sterilization surgery on people with dwarfism have been documented. Nurses in hospitals across cities and counties were instructed to compile “dwarf lists” for those targeted for forced sterilization. Testimonies indicate that a long list of forced sterilization surgeries on individuals with dwarfism occurred in various forms from the 1990s to 2017, suggesting that these actions were systematically coordinated by the North Korean authorities.
Other violations against people with disabilities have been documented, including human experimentation and the killing of newborns with disabilities. A defector stated that in North Korea, individuals with intellectual disabilities could be sent somewhere for human experimentation with merely the family’s consent. There was also a case where a newborn baby with a disability was killed immediately after birth, following consultations between the hospital and the family.
Some babies were forcibly taken for human experimentation without the consent of their families. In the lead-up to the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students in 1988, the authorities attempted to clear Pyongyang of disabled people, forcibly relocating them to other places. During this time, a person with polio was sent somewhere for human experimentation despite opposition from the family.

The 2024 Report on North Korean Human Rights provides the following description about the “Hospital No. 83” (pp. 250-251):

Based on the testimonies collected, it appears that medical experiments on living individuals without their consent are ongoing in North Korea. These experiments are primarily carried out at a facility known as “Hospital No. 83” or “Kwanliso No. 83” (referred to as No. 83). Experiment subjects at No. 83 are patients with mental illnesses such as schizophrenia or those with intellectual disabilities, both of whom are unable to provide valid consent. Furthermore, consent from the subjects is not required, even upon admission to No. 83. According to a witness whose family member was admitted to No. 83, the decision to admit individuals to No. 83 is made by the inspection division of the social security department near the subject’s place of residence, with approval required from the Ministry of Social Security. During the process, the consent of the experiment subjects’ family members is obtained. Another testimony revealed that families have been forced to consent to admission to No. 83 through threats from a social security officer, stating that he would send them to a kwanliso if they refused.

We therefore ask the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to raise the following questions and recommendations:
· How many persons with disabilities, disaggregated by disability, gender and province/county have been relocated to segregate them from the rest of the population during the reporting period? What is the legal basis for imposing the policy of segregation? Are there laws prohibiting the forced relocation or segregation of persons with disabilities?
· How many specialized housing units with lower ceilings for persons with Dwarfism, disaggregated by province/county, were built each year during the reporting period?
· How many persons with disabilities, disaggregated by disability, gender and province/county have been subjected to forced sterilization each year during the reporting period? What is the legal basis for imposing the policy of forced sterilization? Are there laws criminalizing the forced sterilization of persons with disabilities?
· How many infanticides of children born with disabilities, disaggregated by disability, gender, parental consent and province/county, were reported each year during the reporting period? What is the legal basis for such infanticides? Are there laws criminalizing the infanticides of children born with disabilities?
· How many persons with disabilities, disaggregated by disability, gender and province/county have been subjected to involuntary medical experiments, including for the purpose of testing biological and chemical weapons, each year during the reporting period? What is the legal basis for such involuntary medical experiments? Are there laws criminalizing such involuntary medical experiments?
· How many persons with disabilities, disaggregated by disability, gender and province/county have been sent to “Hospital No. 83” each year during the reporting period?
· Enact laws prohibiting the forced relocation of segregation of persons with disabilities and criminalizing forced sterilization, infanticides and involuntary medical experiments, especially when committed against persons with disabilities.
· Publish the number of persons with psychosocial disabilities and/or intellectual disabilities who have been institutionalized, disaggregated by institution, province/country, age and gender.

2. The suicide order given to the North Korean soldiers who are wounded or disabled in combat in the Russo-Ukrainian War (LOI 7 and 8)
Since October 2024, North Korea reportedly deployed around 11,000 soldiers in support of the Russian offensive in the Kursk region against Ukraine and has suffered more than 3,000 casualties.[footnoteRef:2] Pyongyang and Moscow officially confirmed the North Korean military deployment on April 28, 2025.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Ju-min Park and John Geddie, “North Korea's suicide soldiers pose new challenge for Ukraine in war with Russia”, Reuters (January 14, 2025), https://www.reuters.com/world/north-koreas-suicide-soldiers-pose-new-challenge-ukraine-war-with-russia-2025-01-14]  [3:  Hyung-jin Kim, “Putin thanks North Korea for troop deployment and promises not to forget their sacrifices”, AP (April 28, 2025), https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-south-korea-russia-ukraine-war-34716db67af6176d0d5e0ebf1b887881] 

There have been disturbing accounts of wounded and disabled North Korean soldiers killing themselves rather than being captured because they have been instructed to do so.[footnoteRef:4] One of the two North Korean POWs in Ukrainian custody stated that being captured alive by the enemy is viewed as an act of betrayal in the North Korean military.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Junnosuke Kobara, “North Korean troops told to choose suicide over capture in Ukraine: Seoul”, Nikkei Asia (January 14, 2025), https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Ukraine-war/North-Korean-troops-told-to-choose-suicide-over-capture-in-Ukraine-Seoul]  [5:  Jung Chul-hwan, “Exclusive: Captured North Korean soldiers speak out on deployment to Russia”, Chosun Daily, 2025.02.20., https://www.chosun.com/english/north-korea-en/2025/02/19/2TUJ44HQBVGJNJFEA6XD2A4IPU] 

The North Korean soldiers deployed in the Russo-Ukrainian War are not informed about the principles of international humanitarian law, including the Geneva Conventions.
While the members of the armed forces are expected and trained to fight in combat with courage, honor and loyalty to their country, forcing the wounded and disabled soldiers, who are entitled to protection as persons hors de combat under international humanitarian law, to kill themselves is not justifiable under international human rights law.
This violates the inherent right to life, the obligation to ensure protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including situations of armed conflict, under articles 10 and 11 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
We therefore ask the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to raise the following questions and recommendations:
· What kind of instruction is given to the North Korean soldiers deployed in the Russo-Ukrainian War about the actions to be taken if they are wounded or disabled in combat? Are they permitted to surrender or will such action be considered a criminal offense like treason or desertion?
· Are the North Korean soldiers deployed in the Russo-Ukrainian War informed about the legal protection of wounded and disabled or surrendering soldiers as persons hors de combat under international humanitarian law?
· Officially and publicly rescind the suicide order given to the soldiers who are wounded or disabled in combat and end the policy of viewing the surrender of wounded and disabled soldiers as an act of betrayal.
· Inform the North Korean soldiers deployed in the Russo-Ukrainian War about the legal protection of wounded and disabled or surrendering soldiers as persons hors de combat under international humanitarian law.
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