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4 July 2022
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on follow-up on concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honour to refer to the examination of the sixth periodic report of Cambodia, at the Committee’s Seventy-fourth session, held in October and November 2019. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/KHM/CO/6) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 49 on follow-up to the concluding observations, the Committee requested Cambodia to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 19, 25 (b) and 47 (d) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received in March 2022 (CEDAW/C/KHM/FCO/6) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its eighty-second session, held in June 2022, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in Paragraph 19 of the concluding observations that the State party: “fully guarantee the rights of women human rights defenders, trade union leaders, land and environmental activists and members of the political opposition party, particularly their rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association, without harassment, surveillance or other undue restrictions”: 
The Committee notes the State party’s indication that all citizens have equal rights under the law.  However, the Committee regrets the lack of information on how the full rights of such persons, including the right to freedom of expression, assembly and association, without harassment, surveillance or other undue restrictions, are guaranteed. It also remains concerned at reports of continuing harassement and threats against human rights defenders and the inability of unions to operate freely and independently without interference and undue restrictions. 
The Committee considers that the State party took no steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is vague and incomplete, and that it fails to address the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraphs 19 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Guarantee the rights of women human rights defenders, trade union leaders, land and environmental activists and members of the political opposition party, particularly their rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association, without harassment, surveillance or other undue restrictions.
In relation to the recommendation in paragraph 25(b) that the State party “undertake a comprehensive review of the law on the prevention of domestic violence and the protection of victims and amend its provisions to define, prohibit and criminalize all forms of gender-based violence, including domestic violence and marital rape, to facilitate the process of obtaining protection orders and to ensure that victims/survivors of domestic violence have access to effective remedies and that perpetrators are held accountable”: 
The Committee notes with appreciation the State party’s indication that, under the National Action Plan to Prevent Violence Against Women 2019-2023, (NAPVAW III), a roadmap to review the Law on the Prevention of Domestic Violence and the Protection of Victims is being prepared. It regrets, nevertheless, the lack of information on possible amendments to the law’s provisions to define, prohibit and criminalize all forms of gender-based violence, to facilitate the process of obtaining protection orders, or to ensure that victims/survivors of domestic violence have access to effective remedies and that perpetrators are held accountable. 
Thus, the Committee considers that the State party has taken some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation.. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 25(b) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on:
The outcome of the comprehensive review of the law on the prevention of domestic violence and the protection of victims
, and concrete actions taken to amend its provisions to define, prohibit and criminalize all forms of gender-based violence, including domestic violence and marital rape, to facilitate the process of obtaining protection orders and to ensure that victims/survivors of domestic violence have access to effective remedies and that perpetrators are held accountable.
In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 47(d) of the concluding observations that the State party “ensure that the draft law on surrogacy does not impose criminal liability or administrative sanctions on women who act as surrogates and seek technical support from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Cambodia so that the law is in compliance with international human rights standards”: 
The Committee notes the background information provided by the State party regarding the draft law on surrogacy. However, the Committee regrets the lack of any indication on the part of the State party that the draft law will not impose criminal liability or administrative sanctions on women who act as surrogates. 
The Committee considers that the State party has taken no steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is vague and incomplete, and that it fails to address the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 47(d) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Ensure that the draft law on surrogacy does not impose criminal liability or administrative sanctions on women who act as surrogates and seek technical support from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Cambodia so that the law is in compliance with international human rights standards.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Louiza Chalal
Rapporteur on follow-up

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
� According to the UNCT submission, the Ministry of Women’s Affairs requested technical assistance from UN Women to develp a roadmap for the DV Law review process. The technical assistance was delayed until 2022 pending finalization of the agreement between UN Women and ACCESS.  
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