Opinions and Suggestions of China Association of the Blind
on China's Implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

China Association of the Blind, formerly known as China Welfare Association for the Blind, was established in Beijing in 1953, and officially became a corporate entity with the approval of the Ministry of Civil Affairs in 2006. It is a national, joint and non-profit social organization voluntarily formed by blind people (including people with low vision, the same below) and social organizations, enterprises, institutions and individuals related to work of the blind people, and is a representative organization for people with visual impairment. Its responsibility is to represent the interests of the group, safeguard their rights and interests, provide services for them and supervise the protection of their rights and interests.
China Association of the Blind has been vigorously advances the disability work in China and has witnessed the development of the cause of people with disabilities, especially those with visual impairment. This report will show some outstanding achievements and problems in the protection of the rights and interests of people with visual impairment in many fields including social security, employment, education, information accessibility and cultural life over the recent years.

1、Social Security and Employment
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]In 2021, the Chinese government announced that a moderately prosperous society in all respects had been build, and that nearly 7 million impoverished people with disabilities in rural areas, including the blind, had been lifted out of absolute poverty and had adequate access to food, clothing, housing, old-age support and education. In accordance with President Xi Jinping's request that no one with disabilities should be left behind in building a moderately prosperous society in an all-round way, and that it is a must to ensure persons with disabilities live a happy life with adequate food and clothing, the Chinese government has formulated a special action plan for poverty alleviation for people with disabilities. The government has provided nursing care subsidies for people with severe disabilities and living allowances for impoverished people with disabilities, implemented the minimum living allowance system to meet their basic needs, renovated dilapidated houses for them in rural areas, completed barrier-free renovation for households with severely disabled persons, and supported them for vocational training and employment. Notably, vigorously supporting the development of the blind massage industry has played an important role in poverty alleviation and employment of people with visual impairment.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK12]As a physiotherapy with an endured history, massage is an important part of traditional Chinese medicine. Massage mainly relies on the hand operation. Persons with visual impairment are sensitive to touch and highly concentrated, which makes them suitable for massage. Over the years, with the support of the Chinese government, we have gradually sought out the mode with Chinese characteristics to promote the employment of people with disabilities in massage industry. In 2016, the Law on Traditional Chinese Medicine of China was promulgated, which stipulates that people with visual impairment who have obtained the qualifications to do massage therapy can work in medical institutions or run clinics. At present, many people with visual impairment have been employed in medical institutions or run clinics. In 2018, China formulated the Action Plan for Poverty Alleviation through Employment for People with Visual Impairment, which prescribes that vocational skills training which is mainly about massage shall be provided for poor people with visual impairment in rural areas. With the help of the government, the blind people are equipped with the ability for employment in nearby towns, achieving the result that with one person from a family employed, the whole family gets lifted out of poverty. 
In 2020, to ease the impact that the blind massage industry suffered from COVID-19, the Chinese government issued policies to help people with disabilities to resume work and production. Massage institutions could enjoy preferential policies of reduction and exemption of tax and rents.
These supportive measures encourage employers to absorb people with visual impairment for the first-time employment by offering the employers social insurance and vocational training subsidies. For people with visual impairment who run their own business, one-off start-up subsidies are offered to them. For health-care massage institutions that recruit a certain number of persons with visual impairment and meet certain requirements are granted in accordance with regulations subsidies related to the site, equipment, social insurance for workers with disabilities and construction of barrier-free environment.
The Chinese government has also implemented a employment quota scheme for persons with disabilities and a system in which state organs take the lead in providing employment for them. In recent years, China Disabled Persons' Federation and some state organs have begun to recruit civil servants in a targeted scope with disabilities, including those with visual impairment. New forms of employment and entrepreneurship for people with visual impairment, such as e-commerce, Internet-based marketing and broadcasting through Internet channels, have emerged in large numbers. 

2、Education
In China, education for people with visual impairment is guaranteed by the Law on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities and the Regulations on the Education of Persons with Disabilities. Disabled students from poor families can receive 12 years of free education from compulsory education to senior high school education, and some provinces have even provided 15 years of free education. Disabled students receiving compulsory education in special schools can enjoy free accommodation and living subsidies from the government. The government provides schools with disabled children with much higher per capita funding than other schools. In recent years, China has also implemented three special education promotion plans. The conditions and education quality of special education schools, Braille schools and inclusive schools have been significantly improved, and the enrolment rate of compulsory education has been greatly increased. By the end of 2021, the enrollment rate of school-age disabled children in compulsory education exceeded 95%. Blind children can go to regular schools nearby or choose to study in special schools for the blind. For children with multiple disabilities, schools for the blind implement individualized education programs, and for blind children who cannot receive school education, the government arranges teachers to send education to the door. For example, many schools for the blind, such as the Beijing School for the Blind, have set special classes that provide individualized training for visually impaired children with mental retardation. The number of teachers equipped is far greater than the number of students.
A significant progress for the education of people with visual impairment in China is seen in inclusive higher education. Thirty years ago, China established its first special education institute for people with visual impairment. In recent years, nearly 10 institutions of higher education have established majors such as massage, music and rehabilitation for the group. On this basis, the State has gradually advanced inclusive higher inclusive education. China’s Law on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities stipulates that all kinds of entrance examinations, vocational qualification examinations and post-oriented competence examinations should, if there are candidates with visual impairment, provide them with Braille papers, electronic papers or assistance from specialized staff. In 2015, China formulated regulations on the participation of persons with disabilities in the College Entrance Examination, detailing some rules and providing 12 measures of reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities to sit the College Entrance Examination, including the provision of papers in Braille or large print, and extension of time, etc. A large number of students with disabilities, including those with visual impairment, have benefited from this and have been enrolled into higher education institutions. For example, in 2015, Huang Ying, a candidate with visual impairment from the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, took the College Entrance Examination through the support policy. The examination department of educational authorities provided Braille examination papers and arranged Braille teachers to work with invigilators to provide her with supportive services. Finally, she was admitted to Wuhan University of Technology, one of the key universities directly under the Ministry of Education, majoring in social work. In 2019, she graduated with honors and was admitted into the postgraduate program in political science at Wuhan University of Technology without sitting the examination. In 2022, she was admitted to the university as a doctoral candidate. Zheng Rongquan, a student with visual impairment from Zhejiang Province, joined Huang Ying in the 2015 College Entrance Examination and was admitted to the Mathematics Department of Wenzhou University. He graduated with honors in 2019 and became a teacher in a Braille school.

3、Information Barrier-free environment construction
In 2012, China implemented the Regulations on the Construction of Accessible Environment to better protect the rights and interests of persons with disabilities, including those with visual impairment. The State has formulated special plans for the construction of accessible environments and incorporated the requirements for accessible environment construction including information accessibility into a series of national plans and implementation processes, covering urban and rural development, old-age care, equalized public services and major infrastructure projects. Information accessibility in China has witnessed rapidly development in recent years, which is crucial for technology sharing and social integration of blind people. The Ministry of Industry and Information Technology and China Disabled Persons' Federation have issued a series of policies to promote information accessibility and intelligent services for the aged, and issued the policy to collect less or no telecommunication network service fees among people with visual and hearing impairments, aiming to encourage people with visual impairment to integrate into the information age.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]The China Association of the Blind has advocated and participated in the formulation of China's first national standard on information accessibility, namely, the Technical Requirements and Evaluation Standards for Accessibility of IT-based Internet, and the Standards for Accessibility of Information on Mobile Terminals among other norms and standards on information accessibility. China Association of the Blind cooperated with the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology and China Disabled Persons' Federation in carrying out a special campaign to assess the websites and APPs regarding whether they meet the standards on information accessibility and adaptation for the aged. At present, a large number of information service providers, including mobile communication operators, banks, online car-hailing platforms and shopping platforms, have improved the accessibility of information, and people with visual impairment basically have no barrier in wealth management, taxi hailing, reading and shopping through the Internet enabling them to enjoy the great convenience brought by the development of modern science and technology. In result, these measures greatly increase promoted the social participation of people with visual impairment, improved the quality of life and enriched their cultural life. China Association for the Blind also participated in the formulation and introduction of the Law on the Construction of a Barrier-free Environment (Draft), and actively offered suggestions on it. This law is still in the process of soliciting comments and will be officially promulgated in the near future. It is an important reflection of the Chinese government's commitment to putting people first and respecting and protecting human rights, an inevitable requirement for implementing the national strategy of actively responding to the aging population, and a strong guarantee for effectively improving the quality of barrier-free environment construction. It will benefit a large number of people, including them with visual impairment, in need of barrier-free services.
4、Cultural Activities
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7]In recent years, the cultural engagement of the people with disabilities in China, including those with visual impairment, has also been significantly improved along with the improvement in their material life. In order to make Chinese Braille follow the standards and enhance the educational level and cultural competence of people with visual impairment, the State has launched two(each for five years) National Action Plan for Standardization of Universal Sign Language and Universal Braille since 2015. China Disabled Persons' Federation and State Language Commission have jointly established National Research and Promotion Center for Universal Braille. China Association of the Blind has participated in the formulation of the Universal Braille Program, carried out training and promotion on Universal Braille, promoted the publication in Braille and the IT-based operation of Braille resources. 
In order to protect the cultural rights and interests of people with visual impairment, the Chinese government has stipulated that reading rooms or reading areas for the blind should be set up in public libraries. The State has carried out the Digital Reading Promotion Project, which has equipped 400 public libraries and 100 educational institutions for people with visual impairment with 200,000 intelligent reading machines and 1,000 Braille computers and Braille displays. A digital library for people with visual impairment with huge resources has been established; readers can be conveniently connected to the digital library, which greatly facilitates the reading of people with visual impairment. A large number of actors with visual impairment actively participate in the National Art Performance for Persons with Disabilities held every four years, the "Sharing the Fragrance" charity tour & exhibition, and the charity gala of the International Day for the Blind. In recent years, the China Braille Press and some public welfare organizations have produced more than 1,000 barrier-free films with narration, enriching the cultural life of the blind.
On May 5, 2022, after the approval of the Chinese National People's Congress and the filing of the World Copyright Organization, the Marrakesh Treaty officially came into force in China. Thereafter, national copyright authorities have issued relevant regulations. This will play a positive role in further protecting the cultural and educational rights and interests of persons with visual impairment, enriching their reading resources, and promoting the cross-border exchange of barrier-free works.

5、Rehabilitation and Health
The protection of people's life and right to health is the priority of the Chinese Government. To this end, China has incorporate basic rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities in the government's basic public service plan. The Regulations on Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities have been promulgated and implemented, and various measures have been taken to prevent disabilities and reduce their occurrence. Disabled persons' federations at or above the county level have established rehabilitation institutions, from where eligible persons with disabilities can receive free rehabilitation services, including medication for persons with psycho-social disability. The state has established and implemented a rehabilitation assistance system for children with disabilities, providing institutionalized guarantee for disabled children from families with financial difficulties to receive rehabilitation assistance. Meanwhile, subsidies are provided for poor and low-income people with disabilities to ensure they have access to basic medical insurance.
The Chinese government attaches great importance to sports and physical activities for persons with disabilities, successfully hosting the Paralympic Games and the Paralympic Winter Games, and regularly holding national Games for persons with disabilities. China has launched a national Fitness Week for persons with disabilities, organized training of fitness instructors for persons with disabilities, and supported rehabilitation and fitness activities in communities for persons with disabilities. In recent years, with the support of China Disabled Persons' Federation, the China Association for the Blind has held ice and snow sports activities for and fitness activities for people with visual impairment for several times annually, mobilizing associations for the blind around the country to carry out a variety of sports and fitness activities for people with visual impairment. Thanks to the implementation of these policies, the health level of people with disabilities has been improved to the greatest extent, and their life quality and ability to participate in society improved.

6、Existing Problems
As a developing country, the work on disability in China has been making progress along with the rapid economic and social development. However, the protection of the rights and interests of people with disabilities, including people with visual impairment, still needs to be improved. In terms of ensuring people's livelihood, the overall income level of persons with disabilities still lags behind that of the average level of society, and the scope and level of social security still needs to be continuously improved in line with social development. Rehabilitation and care support for people with severe disability needs to be strengthened. As to education, the quality of inclusive education for disabled children, including children with visual impairment, needs to be improved. There are still room for improvement in the quality of education for children with multiple disabilities and early education for blind preschool children. Special education support resources for regular schools need to be further strengthened. In terms of employment, there are still some obstacles for people with visual impairment in taking vocational examinations for teachers, civil servants among other jobs. Therefore, multichannel employment for blind people needs to be continuously explored. In cultural and information accessibility, the implementation of the Marrakesh Treaty calls for related policies and standards. Supervision of information accessibility needs to be strengthened, and requires better social awareness in this regards.
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