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I Introduction

1. Thailand is a majority Buddhist country. However, of the 1,424, 728 inhabitants of the three southern border provinces of Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwat, Malayu-Muslims form the majority at 85%. Thus, while the Malayu are a minority in Thailand, Buddhists are the minority in the southern border provinces.
2. The ongoing conflict in Thailand’s southern border provinces has a long and complex history. Following a resurgence of violence in 2004, the government declared Martial Law and sent more troops into the region. Since then, the conflict has claimed the lives of nearly 5,000 people, mostly civilians and injured nearly 9,000 more.  Amid the conflict, Malayu and Buddhist-Thai villagers alike are vulnerable to violence perpetrated by both the Malayu insurgency and the Thai military.  
3. At best, government policies to address the conflict have been ineffective. At worse, they have exacerbated the situation. Human rights violations and discrimination towards the Malayu have created an environment of distrust between Malayu communities and local authorities, frustrating efforts to deal with the insurgency.
4. Key events and incidents that typify the government’s approach to the conflict and which feature heavily on the consciousness of the Malayu population are the 12 March 2004 abduction and subsequent disappearance of the Malayu human rights lawyer Somchai Neelapaijit; the 28 April 2004 Krue Sae Mosque incident where soldiers surrounding a mosque harboring suspected insurgents, caused 32 fatalities; and the 25 October 2004 Tak Bai incident where 78 men, arrested by the army for protesting outside a police station, suffocated to death whilst being transported in trucks.
II Situation on Racial Discrimination towards Malayu in Southern Border Provinces
Discriminatory Application of the Law  
5. The southernmost border provinces (hereafter SBP) is the only region in Thailand to operate under Martial Law. This law gives the military supreme power over the civil authority operating in that region (Section 6)
. It also gives the military full power of search, compulsory requisition, prohibition, seizure, occupation, destruction or alteration of any place, and eviction (Section 8)
. Also in operation in the SBP, is the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency 2005. Under the Emergency Decree, state officials have the authority to arrest and detain individuals without charge for up to 30 days in the interests of national security. After this time, state officials may continue to detain an individual under the Criminal Procedure Code (Section 12) 
. Martial Law and the Emergency Decree provide state officials with sweeping powers yet there exists no body to act as a check and balance against abuse of such powers
. The application of these laws in the SBP has overwhelmingly targeted the Malayu population and served to construct barriers between Malayu and Buddhist Thais and strengthen ethnic and religious divisions.

Arbitrary Detention

6. Individuals detained under the Emergency Decree are all Malayu.  For the majority of detainees, reasonable suspicion is not a standard used to ascertain whether an individual is part of the insurgency, and thus, credible threats to national security. Over 80% of arrests made after insurgent attacks were found to be based entirely on a third party’s accusation alone or based on the assumptions of state officials.

Lack of Due Process

7. Under the Emergency Decree, detainees are often denied the right to see a lawyer or doctor; a detainee may only see one close relative. Such a visit is, however, subject to the discretion of officials. If a visit is allowed, officials remain present throughout, listening to the conversation. The Internal Security Operation Command (ISOC), which is the body assigned to implement the provisions under the Emergency Decree, designated six locations as official holding centres for detained individuals
, such as Wiwatsanti Center in Inkayuthborihan Camp and Police Provincial Training Center Region 9. However, there are also a number of unofficial holding centres and detainees are frequently moved around the locations. Family members are often not informed of detainees’ whereabouts. Nor are they informed if detainees have been transferred.

Presumption of Guilt

8. State officials claim that detention of an individual is required not only to question detainees but also to persuade detainees to stop committing insurgent attacks. Thus, there is already the presumption amongst state officials that detainees are guilty and are part of the insurgency. Reports of threats and forced confessions are widespread. Often, these confessions are the only evidence presented against a detainee when the case proceeds to court
. 

9. From January 2004 to October 2011, there were 8,196 cases related to national security in SBP. Only 1,385 or 16% of those detained were actually charged. The majority of cases were dismissed before reaching court. Of the cases that did reach court, almost 70% were dismissed.
 Some cases were dismissed because of dubious evidence, thus defendants were given the benefit of doubt.
 In 2011, the lawsuit dismissal rate reached as high as 78.5%. Despite such a high dismissal rate, those awaiting trial are detained, on average, for between 2 to 5 years without bail or temporary release. Denial of bail or temporary release is justified on the basis of national security. Overall, less than 20% of the defendants were found guilty and sentenced. It has since been reported that if evidence consists merely of a signed confession, then the prosecution officer will dismiss the case so that there is no need to pass through judicial proceedings. 

Torture & Inhumane Practices

10. Detainees have been subjected to torture and inhumane practices or punishments. In one case, Imam Yapa Kaseng was detained in a military camp and brutally tortured to death.
 Since his death, torture and inhumane practices reported have been of the types which do not leave an obvious physical mark. They include electric shocks, use of a blunt force instrument, exposure to extremely cold temperatures, 24 hour exposure to bright light, etc.
 Extrajudicial Killings 

11.  There have also been reports, including eyewitness reports of extrajudicial killings. Glaring inadequacies have been identified in the procedures for investigating extrajudicial killings. Over 100 cases investigating extrajudicial killings were dismissed by the inquiry officials.

Barriers in Access to Just Remedies

12.  The government has discriminated against families of victims suspected of involvement in the insurgency.  Aside from the high-profile Takbai massacre where family members of victims were promised compensation, the inherent prejudice towards family members of those accused prevented them from exercising their right to redress injustice.
  By contrast, families of state officials who are victims of the insurgency receive the most remedies from the state which include compensation or a privileged education for their children. 

Discrimination and State Protection

13. Before 2004, the number security officials in SBP did not exceed 3,000 persons stationed in two camps; Sirindhorn Camp and Inkayuthborihan Camp. As of 2011, that number had increased to 64,272.
 Compared to the population of the SBP, the ratio of security officials to civilians is 1:30.  The militarization of the SBP has contributed to the feeling of persecution amongst Malayu communities and has heightened mistrust and fear.

14. The government policy of sending in soldiers, police officers, and defense volunteers to live in 217 villages believed to be insurgent’s bases (so-called red villages) and the establishment of military camps in schools, rubber tree fields, and orchards under the “peaceful village” scheme
 has generated mistrust, resentment and fear amongst the Malayu communities who believe that this encroachment is an attempt to disrupt their way of life and undermine their tradition and values. On 24 December 2008, 100 Malayu locals gathered to protest the establishment of military camp in Lan Chang Village, Saiburi District, Pattani. Villagers in the area did not accept the establishment of military camp because the field army had a bad image and that scared them.

15. Malayu feel that the Thai state places collective blame on the Malayu population for violence in the SBP. This perception is borne out by the fact that state officials provide scant protection to Malayu communities. In contrast, the state has adopted an increasing number of measures to protect Buddhist communities. This has drawn greater lines across ethnic and religious divides. In 2007, the Ministry of the Interior (MoI) trained approximately 2,000 Buddhist territorial defense volunteers and increased the number of village leader assistants in Buddhist communities (responsible for administration for the military stationed at their village) from 1 to 5 persons. The MoI also assisted in the establishment of a people’s force consisting of village guards and village protection volunteers with the aim of enabling Buddhists to protect themselves. Soldiers have conducted MoI-supplied weapons training. Teachers in state schools have also been armed with weapons. Ethnic and religious divisions are emphasized and strengthened with Buddhist Thais encouraged to form self-defense groups such as the Ruam Thai Group
. 

16. State officials offer extra-statutory concessions on gun possession to Buddhist communities in further encouragement for them to arm themselves
. This markedly increases insecurity by tacitly legitimizing vigilantism as well as the risk of racially-motivated attacks against Malayu and, moreover, it could lead to people turning to violence as the means to settle personal conflicts. State officials repeatedly remark that Buddhists are the primary victims of violence
. However, the death rate among Malayu is even higher than among Buddhists
. In contrast to the lax gun control afforded to Buddhist communities, Malayu that are licensed weapon owners are routinely investigated by state officials and accused of being insurgents. 

Blacklisting

17. State officials are known to hold lists naming individuals suspected of being insurgents. Malayu communities refer to these as “blacklists”. There is no standardized list as different departments and branches have their own list. The threshold for inclusion on the list is extremely low. Those who call for justice in the SBP can be entered into the blacklist along with the name of their institution. Students who graduate from universities in predominantly Muslim states are also often “blacklisted”. Their names cannot be erased and these people remain under close surveillance by state officials.
Restrictions on Freedom of Expression

18. Those who call for justice in the region or express support for the policy of SBP self-administration are closely monitored by state officials. Both Martial Law and the Emergency Decree give state officials in the SBP the power to prohibit the right to assembly. Instances where Malayu students have assembled to protest in response to state-authored violence have led to accusations of involvement in the insurgency and have been followed by swift arrest. Students have also been arrested and tortured. In 2009, a student from Yala Rajabhat University was detained and tortured. To cite another case, on 31 May 2012, soldiers from Special Task Force 11 arrested well-known student activists Nurman Doloh,  Arleeyas Samaae, and Suegri The. They had led many protests against the Emergency Decree but were accused by state officials of planting bombs in Yala. The students were later released when the accusations were revealed to be baseless
. 

Restrictions on Freedom of Movement

19. Malayu, especially men, are disproportionately stopped at checkpoints and questioned. With the large number of checkpoints located in the region, the frequent stops can greatly extend travelling time thus creating significant disruption in their daily life.   Checkpoint officers regularly threaten Malayu men and display negative attitudes towards them in the form of hostile remarks and behaviour. For Instance, a Malayu student was questioned for 2 hours at a checkpoint because, after being searched, he was found to have a camera in his possession. Another individual was made to sing the Thai national anthem. The first question one man was directly asked at a checkpoint was which terrorist group did he belong to.

20. Malayu who are identified as being on the “blacklist” or Malayu who had been accused and subsequently cleared of any insurgent activity have faced restrictions on their ability to travel abroad. In addition, there freedom of movement is restricted because of self-imposed curfews. These men decide that they are better off not staying in their homes for fear of further accusations and harassment from state officials.

Equal Access to Employment

21. Graduates from universities in predominantly Arab or Malay speaking countries have difficulty finding employment upon their return and state officials tend to target these graduates for investigation. There is a belief among state officials that those who study abroad in Muslim countries have joined the insurgency. This belief has been propagated amongst the wider community and has thus created a barrier to employment opportunities.  Many graduates from Arab/Muslim countries are unable to secure employment in their field of study and so usually end up as farmers or teachers in the Islamic schools. This leads many to seek employment in Malaysia.

22. Discrimination against Malayu generally has impeded access to employment and caused issues within the workplace. Some job postings call for only Buddhist applicants to apply.

Women and Children

23. Malayu women and children face unique issues arising from the insurgency. Between 2004 and August 2011, 2,295 women were widowed, 849 of which were from Pattani, 657 from Yala, 714 from Narathiwat, and 75 from Songkla.
 Furthermore, women in over 7,000 households
 have been affected by the state’s response to the insurgency as they have to shoulder the economic burden of providing for their family when husband or other male family members are detained or killed. The families of suspected insurgents also suffer as state officials discriminate against them by labeling them as “insurgent families” leading to continued surveillance and harassment.

24. Between 2004 and August 2011, 4,455 children were orphaned as a result of the unrest, 1,691 of which were from Pattani, 1,027 from Yala, 1,586 from Narathiwat, and 150 from Songkla
. The burden of raising orphaned children falls on Pondok and Tadika schools which receive no government support. Even though there are a number of projects targeting children and youth, many Malayu orphans are denied the opportunity of a decent education and quality of life.

25. There have been reports of soldiers sexually harassing or raping Malayu women. It is believed that the true extent of the situation is underreported because of the concept of shame. Malayu women do not dare reveal the truth and so cannot call for justice. Where cases of rape have been reported and the offender is found guilty, punishment has been limited to relocation or job termination. In other cases, state officials claim that it is not rape as mutual consent was involved. With regard to sexual violence, Malayu are not informed of their legal rights compounding the barriers to accessing justice. In 2007,a case of women raped by state officials led to a protest and the take-over of Pattani Central Mosque by students from Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus. 

Barriers to the Realization of Malayu Economic, Social, Cultural Rights

26. Even though the Government has adopted the Islamic Law Administrative Organization Act 1997 in order to accommodate Islamic customs, state officials still ostensibly treat Islamic leaders with suspicion and have failed to adequately implement its provisions. In fact, on the basis of national security and of promoting a unified Thai identity and nation, the government employs policies that impede conditions that may lead to self-determination of the Malayu. In combination with frequent displays of cultural insensitivity, these policies exacerbate tensions between Malayu and Buddhist communities and the state.

27. One of the government’s justifications for the military presence in the SBP is to enable both Buddhist and Muslim communities to freely practice their religion but the military does not afford the same protection to Muslims as it does to Buddhists. On the night of 29 January 2012, soldiers fired at a pickup truck taking Malayu villagers to a funeral at Pulo Puyo Sub-district, Nongchik District, Pattani causing 4 casualties.

28. Textbooks designed by the Ministry of Education (MoE) do not make any reference to Malayu/Islamic history, lifestyle, culture, or beliefs. Rather than acknowledging difference, the curriculum completely ignores Malayu identity and undermines the government’s claim to maintain diversity in the education sector.

29. Security officials claim that the Islamic Tadika and Pondok Schools
 are the key locale for insurgents to conscript youths. They believe that these schools indoctrinate Islamic youth with separatist ideology because teaching is conducted in Malayu, not Thai and there is a special focus on Islamic religious practices.  The state curriculum is not taught in these schools. Malayu resent the fact that their religious beliefs are conflated with terrorism. Some teachers in these schools are detained by the state and accused of inciting unrest. Teachers, students, and family members of students are regularly detained and tortured. 

30. Malayu has been declared as an additional official languages in the SBP.
 Aside from an announcement in July 2012 by the Southern Border Provinces Administration Centre (SBAC) of a policy to introduce trilingual street signs (Thai-English-Malayu), there has been little evidence that the government has taken concrete measures to implement this policy.

31. Even though an official Thai-Malayu interpreter is present in court proceedings, no interpreter is provided during the investigation process. Soldiers and police officers use bilingual persons, not professional interpreters which can lead to miscommunication.

32. Despite the availability of the universal 30-baht health insurance scheme, Malayu, especially the elderly, avoid public hospitals because they cannot communicate with public health officers. Furthermore, it has been found that middle-aged and older Malayu have difficulty reading Thai and as such, are unable to read the labels on their medicine.

33. Many hospitals do not accommodate Muslim customs such as facing the head of the bed towards mecca, ablution before prayer, or having verses of the Qu’ran played by the bedside of a terminally-ill patient. Whilst public health officials in 6 hospitals have taken the initiative to accommodate Muslim customs in healthcare
, there are remains no official government support for this.

34. Although wearing of the hijab has become more accepted, workplaces may still ban its use. Other places of work may provide inappropriate uniforms where the sleeves or the skirt may be too short which makes them feel so uncomfortable that some decide to resign.

35. Other instances whereby the government displays cultural insensitivity despite its professed welcoming of multiculturalism in the SBP include setting school exams on Hari Raya Day,
 or requiring compulsory participation for Malayu civil service officials or community leaders in certain celebrations that should not be practiced by Muslims such as the Red Cross fair, the City Guardian Celebration or other Buddhist events.
III Recommendations

36. The Thai Government must:

· Repeal Martial Law and the Emergency Decree immediately.

· Reduce military spending and allocate more resources to breaking down religious and ethnic divides in SBP, to improving education and to providing support to victims of the insurgency.

· Reduce the number of troops in the SBP.

· Set up a special civilian monitoring committee to scrutinize the treatment of detainees under the Emergency Decree. 

· Hold SBP officials to account and provide appropriate remedy should a case of wrongful detention be established.

· Take responsibility for cases in which state officials abuse power by investigating allegations of human rights violations and prosecuting if necessary.

· Prevent the practice of forced confessions.  

· Ensure that all SBP state officials have a firm understanding of Islamic customs and the Malayu values and traditions through the provision of quality training to SBP officials and the military on cultural sensitivity and awareness
· Publish guidelines on cultural sensitivity and awareness to disseminate to both the public and private sector.
37. SBP Officials must:

· Treat Malayu people, especially religious leaders respectfully and refrain from using violence against the people.   

· Respect the rights of detainees and cease all torture and inhumane practices.
· Follow due process for individuals detained under the Emergency Decree. This includes provision of a lawyer and, if necessary, a doctor. 

· Inform immediately the community leader and family members when an individual is detained under the Emergency Decree and the reason for the detention.

· Ensure that family members are allowed to visit detainees and that visits are conducted with privacy. 

· Set up a coordinating committee in the event of arbitrary detention or other injustice. 

· Refrain from detaining individuals based solely on the accusations of a third party.

· Proceed with national security cases in a timely manner. If there is insufficient evidence to charge a detainee, he or she must be released immediately. 

· Ensure that extrajudicial killings are properly investigated and that perpetrators are brought to justice.

· Stop immediately the practice of arming communities. 

· Allow people to express their political opinions without fear of persecution. 

· Develop a set of proper standards to warrant an individual’s inclusion on the “blacklist”. In addition, there should be one common blacklist amongst all agencies.

· Remove from the blacklist those cleared of charges.

· Set up a welfare fund for widows and families of victims.

· Create income generation opportunities so that widows can sustain a livelihood and support their children.

· Ensure adequate access to justice and remedial process for victims of sexual violence. 

· Prosecute and punish offenders in cases of sexual violence and provide adequate redress to victims.

· Allow the participation of local Malayu community in the decision-making process regarding SBP policies as a demonstration of good faith and an exercise in trust-building

· Initiate and promote platforms for interfaith/inter-ethnic discussions.

· Support hospitals in the SBP to accommodate Islamic practices related to healthcare.

· Promote Malayu culture and integrate Islamic practices into the education policy for the SBP. 

· Provide adequate financial support to Islamic Tadika and Pondok schools to support orphans. 

· Publish textbooks that include references to Malayu lifestyle and make them available in Malayu, not only Thai. Support Jawi (writing) and Malayu courses in all SBP schools and at all grades.

· Refrain from establishing military camps in schools or within a 100 meter radius. In addition, all troops should be withdrawn from the vicinity. 
· Staff government offices, hospitals and other public places with personnel who speak both Thai and Malayu. Provide government documents in Malayu as well as Thai.

APPENDIX A 
Procedures

1. Preparation meeting: Alliance for CERD Alternative Report on Racial Discrimination towards Malayu in Southern Border Provinces of Thailand (ACARM) held a meeting to prepare for the report and brainstormed on issues and concerns to be presented. 

2. Field trip to conduct interviews and gather data: People’s Empowerment Foundation (PEF) went to the southern border provinces to gather data and interview key informants on the issue of discrimination against the Malayu.
3. Coordinating meetings in southern border provinces to brainstorm with network partners: ACARM organized a meeting to hear opinions and brainstorm with local attendees. 

4. Report writing: Report was based on, secondary research, data collected on the field trip and in close consultation with the Organization Network at every step. 

5. Network meeting in Bangkok: ACARM held a meeting to present the draft report and to elicit comments and suggestions.

6. Report revision: PEF edited the draft report according to all suggestions and comments. 

7. Organization Network Endorsement.
8. Translation of the report into English and Malay. 

9. Publication.
10. Distribution of the report to related sectors.
APPENDIX B
List of organizations in Alliance for CERD Alternative Report on Racial Discrimination towards Malayu in Southern Border Provinces of Thailand and supporting organizations
1. People’s Empowerment Foundation (PEF)

2. Justice for Peace Foundation (JPF)

3. People College

4. Deep South woman association for peace (Deep Peace)
5. Youth for Peace and Development Academy (YDA)

6. Muslim Students Federation of Thailand (MUSTFETH)

7. Foundation for Education and Human Resource Development (FEHRD)
8. The Foundation of Coordinate Center of Tadika in Southern Border Provinces of Thailand

9. Islam Burapha School Network

10. Fund for Assistance to Victims of Violence, Hilal Ahmar Foundation

11. Student Youth Network for Protecting People (SYNPP)

12. Thai Muslim Student Association 

13. Student Federation of Southern Thailand (SFST)

14. PATANI FORUM

15. Peace Silent Voice

16. Bungaraya Group 
17. Southern Peace Media Volunteer Network 
18. Youth Network for the Protection of Saiburi Community
19. Student Federation of Thailand
20. Thai Community Radio Network for ASEAN 
21. The Highland Quality of Life Development Association (Bahn Ruam Jai Project)
� ACARM consists of 21 organizations. People’s Empowerment Foundation is a secretariat. The List of organizations endorsed is in Appendix B. 





Endnotes


� Martial Law, B.E. 2457 (1914); Section 6. Within the area under the Martial Law, the military authority shall have superior power over the civil authority in regard to military operation, desistence or suppression, or keeping public order. The civil authority shall act in compliance with the requirements of the military authority. 


� Martial Law, B.E. 2457 (1914); Section 8. Upon the proclamation of the Martial Law in any Tambol, Muang or Monthon, the military authority shall have full power of search, compulsory requisition, prohibition, seizure, staying in, destruction or alteration of any place and turning out of persons.


� Emergency Decree on Public Administration in State of  Emergency, B.E. 2548 (2005) ;  Section 12. 


So as to arrest and restrain any suspect pursuant to the announcement under section 11 (1), the competent authority shall seek for the permission of the jurisdictional court or Criminal Court. Upon such approval, the competent authority may arrest and restrain the suspect for not more than seven days; required that the restraint must be held in a designated place not being a police station, detention chamber, prison or penal institution, and that the suspect may not be treated as an offender. In cases the restraint needs to be continued for the sake of the resolution of the state of emergency, the competent authority shall request the court for several successive extensions not exceeding seven days each; prescribed, however, that the total extended period of restraint may not be in excess of thirty days. If such time limit does expire but the restraint is still required, the Code of the Criminal Procedure shall then be proceeded with.


In carrying out the proceedings under paragraph 1, the competent officer shall submit to the court granting the permission a record of arrest and restraint. He shall also make available at his office a copy of such record, in order that the relatives of the person restrained would be able to inspect it at any time in the course of the restraint.


The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure on application for criminal warrant shall mutatis mutandis apply to the seeking for judicial permission mentioned in paragraph 1.


� Arrest sstatistics under the Emergency Decree (as of November 2010): 4,377 summons (covering 4,295 people); 3,204 arrests and surrenders (covering 3,158 people); 1,083 summons were ignored (covering 960 people); 47 deaths whist resisting arrest; 75% of all summons were dismissed. [Political Development Council, Justice : Path to Peace (Songkla: Thaksin University, 2012), p.19.]


� For example, on 25-26 March 2006,19 Ustaz (Islamic teachers) from Dharmawitthaya Foundation School were arrested and sent to Koh Sam Island in Satun Province. Police officers accused them of planning to stage an attack.  The court released them within 14 days. They were suspected because they were still living on an island which was no longer populated and from where travel to Aceh in Malaysia was easy. In addition, Dharmawitthaya Foundation School was also regarded as having connections with the insurgency. 


� The Internal Security Operation Command Region 4’s Order 68/2553 (2010), subject: designation of locations as official holding centres for detained individuals according to Emergency Decree on Public Administration in State of  Emergency, B.E. 2548 (2005).


� Incidentally, Section 21 of the Internal Security Act allows that a charge against a suspect may be withdrawn if he/she confesses and is willing to attend rehabilitation training under military supervision.


� In 2011, the court judged 214 cases, dismissed 168 cases, and sentenced 40 cases.


In 2010, the court judged 106 cases, dismissed 79 cases, and sentenced 23 cases.�In 2009, the court judged 94 cases, dismissed 60 cases, and sentenced 30 cases.�In 2008, the court judged 57 cases, dismissed 26 cases, and sentenced 29 cases .�In 2007, the court judged 36 cases, dismissed 11 cases, and sentenced 25 cases.�In 2006, the court judged 14 cases, dismissed 8 cases, and sentenced 6 cases.�Isranews, “Information from Court...cases related to national security in 2011, dismissed 78.5%, punished less than 20%” , (27 January ,2012) available at [http://www.isranews.org/south-news/stat-history/49-2009-11-17-18-22-35/5174-.html] (Access on June, 2012).


� Political Development Council, Justice : Path to Peace (Songkla: Thaksin University, 2012), p.9.


� In another case, in 2007, Arleyas Samaae and four companions were beaten by soldiers and police. Wounds and severe brain damage sustained in the beatings resulted in death.  Chaiwat Sata-anan, ed., Imaginative Land (Bangkok: Matichon Book, 2008), pp.206-7


� The court dismissed 32 officials standing trial for the deaths from the Krue Se Mosque incident. Nor were any state officials brought to justice for the Tak Bai incident.


� The National Reconciliation Commission stated in its report that orphans from the Krue Sai Mosque incident  were regarded as children of the insurgents, so they would only get half of the education financial support and no monthly living allowance.  


� The figure provided by ISOC shows that Under ISOC Region 4 there are 64,272 people involved in a task to solve insurgency in southern border provinces; 34,625 soldiers, 16,918 police, 8,238 civilians, 209 people in intelligence center, 333 in Santisuk Center, 1,986 in development unit, and 1,573 in others e.g. Commanding unit, consultants.


 Deep South Watch cites the figure of 150, 390 as it also includes not only professional soldiers and police (27%) but also armed civilians (57%) and paramilitary groups (17%).


�  The scheme was initiated by the Joint Civilian Police and Military Command (JCPMC), Royal Thai Police Forward Command (RTPFC), and Southern Border Provinces Administration Center (SBPAC) and aims to “break the core” of the insurgency. Their method is a total of 31 individuals drawn from the peaceful development unit, police, territorial defense volunteers (TDV) and government to live together with villagers with the aim of reducing violence and separating the “bad guys” from the “good guys”. Once achieved, they withdraw and declare the village a “peaceful village” or “strong village”. Villages will receive the “tricolor Thai national flags” to be placed in front of every house. Villagers will paint their fences “white” to symbolise freedom from the insurgency.


� based in Thanto, Yala Province .Chaiwat Sata-anan, ed., Imaginative Land (Bangkok: Matichon Book, 2008), pp. 210-211)


� According to an interview with ISOC soldiers, it is necessary for Buddhist to be armed and supported by the government because they are the target of Malayu insurgents. 


� It has been reported that Buddhists feel that they are a persecuted minority Thai people. They feel that attacks on Buddhist symbols are an attack on their very identity. They fear it is an attempt to destroy their identity.


� Data from Deep South Watch shows that from January 2004-May 2012, insurgency has caused 5,206 death; 2,001 Buddhists, 3,064 Muslims and 9,317 wounded; 5,327 Buddhists, 2,847 Muslims.


� On 19 June 2012, the Yala Provincial Court said there was no evidence that the three were involved in the incident and no evidence to suggest they would be involved in future ones. They could be contacted with ease and all the men were in full-time employment so there was no need to extend their detention.


� Asara Ratkaran, “Civil society's remedy” , (3 January ,2012) available at [http://www.deepsouthwatch.org/node/2681] (Access on June, 2012).


� Deep South Watch, “100 years of International Women's Day: Solitary Fate of Women in Southern Border” , (14 March, 2011) available at [http://www.deepsouthwatch.org/node/1530] (Access on June, 2012)


� Ibid.


� Thai Government CERD Report (CERD/C/THA/1-3), Page 37, Article 81, Paragraph 2.


� Tadikas are religious schools for preschool to early primary level. Pondoks are religious schools that have their own curricula for children at primary and secondary level.


� Thai Government CERD Report (CERD/C/THA/1-3), Page 37, Article 81, Paragraph 3.


� Healthcare system Management Institute (HSMI) cooperated with the Crescent Association for Medical and Healthcare to launch the Islamic Style Service Standard Development project  in 6 hospitals; Jana Hospital of Songkla, Ruso Hospital, Narathiwat and at Kapho Hospital, Maikan Hospital, Yaring Hospital, and Nongjik Hospital, Pattani.


� Hari Raya Day is the first day after the end of Muslim fasting (the first day of Shawwal Month). 





