Closing Statement-Independent Monitoring Mechanism-The European Union
Honourable members of the CRPD Committee,  esteemed colleague from the European Commission
Based on our expertise and evidence, but also on the discussion we had here over the last 3 days, we would like to offer some concluding observations. 
Without doubt, the EU has come a long way to protect the rights of the over 100 millions of persons with disabilities living in the EU. And indeed, the Commission’s Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030 is a remarkable commitment to improve the situation of persons with disabilities in the EU.  
However, there is room for improvement.  
When the EU Council extended the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy to 2027, it reiterated that the “EU seeks to lead by example by fulfilling its own obligations”. Given that the CPRD is the only key international human rights Convention it has ratified, leading by example must mean to do everything that is needed to fully and effectively implement the CRPD. 
For that, we believe, the EU will need to deliver more and better on 3 key points: discrimination mainstreaming; EU funding and monitoring. 
Firstly on discrimination. The fight against discrimination based on disability needs to be proactively mainstreamed in all EU law and policy making and in all EU institutions, bodies and agencies. In fact, this is not only required under the CRPD but also under EU primary law. It is important that the EU establishes the necessary administrative tools and procedures in all institutions, bodies and agencies to turn mainstreaming more fully from rhetoric to reality.  To the same degree, it will be important that the EU upholds, in all its corners, the political will for such an encompassing and omnipresent mainstreaming.  
Secondly, on EU funds. The EU will have to ensure that all EU funding is spent in line with the letter and spirit of the CRPD. The EU must ensure that its current system of CRPD conditionality under the Common Provision Regulation is fully implemented in the daily practice of EU project funding, and that human rights expertise is consulted as appropriate. In this regard, current gaps are seen most visibly in the  context of independent living. The EU must ensure that the current CRPD-conditionality is further developed and defended against any possible dilution in the upcoming negotiations on the Multiannual Financial Framework.  
Last but not least: monitoring. The EU must be self-confident enough and sufficiently committed to establish a proper monitoring framework that is financially, structurally and legally speaking so equipped that it can efficiently and fully independently “promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the Convention” as required by Article 33 of the Convention. As we have said for almost 10 years now, the EU framework needs a proper legal basis, for without that legitimacy and authority, it will not have sufficient impact despite all our commitment here in the framework. 
What is needed are both the budget and the mandate to monitor the EU, both as an employer and administration but also as a law and policy-maker. I think I can speak here for both the EU Ombudsman and for ourselves at FRA, that we stand ready to fully implement this double responsibility.  We want to this of course in very close cooperation with people with disabilities and their representative organisations, should the EU legislator provide us with the statutory footing to do so.   I think that I can speak for the entire current monitoring framework that we are more than happy to offer our advice to the EU legislator in that regard. 
			
