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Mr. Chairman, 

1. As you know, the former Netherlands Antilles was dissolved on October 10, 2010. Curaçao, as the largest island that formed part of the Netherlands Antilles, became an autonomous country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 
2. Curaçao, the country which we represent here today, is committed to the fight against torture and any other form of degrading treatment. 
3. In this context, in recent years Curaçao has taken several steps in order to implement effective measures to prevent any form of torture.  From our perspective, effective care for victims of torture is also an indispensable part of the human rights struggle. That’s why Curaçao’s focus is on an integrated approach involving both preventive efforts and care of victims which promote the human rights cause.
4. Since the last report, significant improvements have taken place in Curaçao. In the area of legislation, among others, the new Penal Code of Curaçao came into force on November 15, 2011. 
5. Moreover the Criminal Code of Procedure is currently being amended. 
6. With respect to detention conditions, it is worth mentioning that the detention center in Barber has undergone a complete renovation. Furthermore, the detention center in Rio Canario is also in the process of being renovated. The intention is to have this detention center up and running again mid-2014. 
7. Mr. Chairman, our correctional facility “Sentro di Detenshon i Korekshon Kòrsou” has also undergone substantial progress. It boasts a new prison’s inmate-reception building located outside of the correctional facility; an observation surveillance system; and a new fully equipped fitness center. In addition a building with workspace for the inmates has been completed.

8. All juveniles and young adults between the ages of 16 and 24 may be admitted to a special block created especially for them in our correctional facility “Sentro di Detenshon i Korekshon Kòrsou” called JOVO. This block has room for 48 inmates. 
9. In its efforts to arrive at quick settlements of minor offenses,                    in 2012 the concept of speed justice, Hustisia Rapido (HURA) was developed by the Public Prosecutor’s Office. HURA is a fast prosecutor-led procedure whereby relatively simple criminal cases are settled.
10. In the field of combating human trafficking and human smuggling, Curaçao took an important step to comply with international standards when human trafficking was criminalized in 2011. 
11. Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, the Government of Curaçao’s position on torture is clear. 
As a matter of principle, we condemn torture and commit ourselves to the effective protection and promotion of human rights. Today I leave you with these words by Montesquieu that best describe Curaçao’s position on torture: “An injustice committed against anyone is a threat to everyone”. 
12. I thank you for your attention.
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