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IDA`S BRIEF SUBMISSION ON THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN ANTIGUA & BARBUDA


IDA welcomes the possibility to share information with the CRC Committee on the rights of children with disabilities in Antigua & Barbuda. This brief document seeks to provide basic information on key points to the Committee for its consideration during the review of Antigua & Barbuda.


A) PENDING RATIFICATION OF THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (OP-CRPD)

It has to be acknowledged that Antigua and Barbuda has finally ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on the 7th January 2016. 

However, IDA stresses that Antigua and Barbuda has not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (OP-CRPD). Since March 2007, when the State did sign the OP-CRPD, the State has not taken any action to commit before the international community to fully ensure the rights of persons with disabilities by allowing them to access the individual complaints and inquiry procedures foreseen by the protocol.

IDA highly encourages the CRC Committee to send a strong message to the State on this regard to urge it to ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.


B) LACK OF EXPLICIT PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY, INCLUDING BY DENIAL OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 

The State Reply to issue 3, on “on measures, … to eliminate discrimination against groups of children in vulnerable situations, particularly migrant children and children with disabilities,” is very poor and does not address at all children with disabilities. As a consequence, there is no clarity on whether children are protected from discrimination on the basis of disability, in line with current international human rights standards. 

There is no information on whether any piece of legislation explicitly includes a clear definition of discrimination on the basis with disability, the concept of reasonable accommodation (applicable to all rights) and its denial as a form of discrimination. Without these concrete elements in legislation, children with disabilities have no remedy against different forms of discrimination against them, and provision of reasonable accommodation for the equal enjoyment of their rights will be only provided in voluntary basis, being there no duty and no enforcement mechanism. 




C) EDUCATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Paragraphs 150 to 157 of the State Report and 34 to 36 of the Replies to the List of Issues show that the State has not embraced the model of inclusive education. The State refers proudly to its 2008 Education Act, whose Division 4, section 84 (1), provides: “The Director of Education shall provide special education programmes for students of compulsory school age who by virtue of intellectual, communicative, behavioural, physical or multiple exceptionalities are in need of special education.” 

The State refers to the Adele School, which is clearly a special education school, and to the Units for blind and deaf students within the TN Kirnon primary school, which is supposed to be a “a good model of provision of inclusive education in the public system.” (para. 35 of Replies to LoI). Nevertheless, it is clear that policies in the country, as described by the State, are far from corresponding to the model of inclusive education, and that the State does not count with a clear strategy in that direction. As those of the 2008 Education Act, the words of the State in its replies speak for themselves: “As much as possible, an attempt is made to integrate these children in the daily life of the school. However, they are still housed in separate facilities for the convenience of using specialized equipment” (para. 155 of the State’s report).

D) LACK OF AWARENESS ON THE NEED TO ENSURE A FAMILY ENVIRONMENT TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES AND PREVENT AND END WITH INSTITUTIONALISATION

Paragraphs 158 to 160 of the State Report show that the State does not seem to be aware of the need to prevent and end with institutionalisation of children with disabilities. When explaining the decrease on the number of children with disabilities in the Amazing Grace Foundation (para. 150), the State refers to its financial situation throughout the years and show no concern at all when stating that “is now attempting to build up its resources once more.”

Unfortunately, paragraphs 113 to 115 of the State Report on foster care do not add any valuable information on children with disabilities.

***

IDA highly encourages the CRC Committee to explicitly raise these issues during the dialogue with the State delegation of Antigua and Barbuda and consider to include as appropriate strong recommendations in its Concluding Observations. 


For further information, please contact: jiperezbello@ida-secretariat.org
International Disability Alliance
150 Route de Ferney
CH-1211 Genève 2
www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org


2

