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Opening Remarks 
by the Head of Delegation of the Republic of Indonesia, H.E. Mr. Tri Tharyat, 
Deputy Foreign Minister for Multilateral Cooperation of the Republic of Indonesia
 for the Constructive Dialogue with the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)

Geneva, 20 February 2024

Madam Chair, 
ESCR Committee Members,
Ladies and gentlemen,

1. Let me start by expressing our appreciation to the Committee for their work.
· [Let me also acknowledge the presence of representatives of civil society organizations in today’s dialogue].

2. Our dialogue today reflects and reaffirms our solid commitment to the progressive realization of economic, social, and cultural rights.

3. Allow me to update the Committee on the Indonesian Government's continued efforts to implement the articles of the Covenant and follow up on the Committee’s recommendations, 
· particularly in the period after the submission of our first report and our response to the List of Issues last year.

Madam Chair,

4. The COVID-19 pandemic has indeed presented significant challenges to our efforts towards promoting economic, social, and cultural rights.

5. Through a set of policy measures, however, we have been able to manage the impacts of the pandemic and rebounded with increasing economic growth as well as decreasing unemployment and poverty rate. 
· In 2022 and 2023, Indonesia’s economy grew by 5,31% and 5,05% respectively
· Unemployment rate went down from 5.86% in August 2022 to 5.32 % in August 2023 
· Extreme poverty rate decreased from 3.5% in 2021 to 2.5% in 2022

6. The World Health Organization commended Indonesia as one of the countries with the best achievement in handling the pandemic through its national vaccination program. 
· Around 200 million people have received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine free of charge, while 174 million have received the 2nd dose. 






Madam Chair,

7. Indonesia continues its established practice of inclusive approach and engagement at all stages of the reporting process, 
· involving relevant Ministries and Agencies, law enforcement agencies, National Human Rights Institutions, academia, and CSOs, both at the national and sub-national levels. 

8. Various aspects of economic, social, and cultural rights fulfillment have also been integrated into Indonesia’s national development plan, National Action Plan on Human Rights, and the recently enacted National Strategy on Business and Human Rights. 

9. Furthermore, as a member of the Human Rights Council, we have been actively promoting economic, social and cultural (ESC) rights, including through our role as core groups of several relevant thematic resolutions.

10. We welcome further opportunities to engage with all stakeholders in strengthening various dimensions of human rights.

Madame Chair,

11. Let me take this opportunity to shed some light on certain issues that have drawn the attention of the international community, such as the Omnibus Law and land rights.

12. Law No 11/2020 on the Job Creation or Omnibus Law is a comprehensive legislation aimed at strengthening Indonesia's economy, attracting foreign investment, and creating job opportunities. 
· It covers a wide range of issues and provides legal clarity through regulatory streamlining. 

13. Despite all the criticism, the Law has brought positive impacts on Indonesia's economy, business environment, environmental protection and overall development. 
· For example, in the period of January 2021-March 2022, FDI flow into Indonesia rose by 29,4%, compared to the period of June 2019- September 2020.

14. It is also important to note that the Indonesian judicial system provides ways and means to submit requests for reviews towards particular laws and regulations, including for this Omnibus Law. 

15. In the field of land rights, we have made significant progress in sorting out overlapping land claims and digitizing land registration. 
· From 2019 to 2023, around 9,1 million acres of land has been certified 
· Indonesia is strongly committed to continue the land reform program to protect the rights of all of our citizens.





Madam Chair,
Ladies and gentlemen,

16. The Indonesian delegation stands ready to engage in constructive dialogue with the Committee and to consider the Committee’s upcoming recommendations. 

17. Today, my delegation consists of representatives from the Coordinating Ministry of Political, Legal, and Security Affairs; Ministry of Law and Human Rights; Ministry of National Development Planning; Ministry of Agrarian Affairs and Spatial Planning, Ministry of Villages, Disadvantage Regions and Transmigration, Cabinet Secretariat; the Supreme Court, as well as our Permanent Mission in Geneva. 

· This demonstrates the level of commitment that we would like to bring in this dialogue.

18. To conclude, we hope that our dialogue and discussions will make a significant contribution to further promote and protect economic, social, and cultural rights.

19. Thank you, Madam Chair.
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