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The Home Office Young People’s Board (YPB) is a collection of 4 participation groups (1 each in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales) for young people, aged 13-24, to discuss and give their views on a range of migration, borders, and citizenship related issues that are a priority for and directly affect them. 

Brought to light by the ‘Openness to Scrutiny’ theme across several recommendations in the independent Windrush Lessons Learned Review by Wendy Williams, it is part of the Home Office comprehensive improvement plan.

Facilitated by Safeguarding Advice and Children’s Champion (SACC) with the aim of providing insight into the customer experience and the Home Office approach to vulnerability, the purpose of the YPB is to: 

· Provide an opportunity for children and young people to be heard and contribute to longer-term progress and change. 
· Help identify ways to strengthen Home Office policies, procedures, and practices. 
· Ensure we deliver a child and young person-centred service in accordance with our statutory duty to children and wider safeguarding responsibilities.
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On 20 December 2021, SACC facilitated a consultation with a small group of participants from the YPB in England to discuss their awareness and experiences of children’s rights. This followed a Department for Education request for the YPB to contribute to the UK Government’s 2022 report to the United Nations Convention of Children’s Rights (UNRCR). 

The group comprised 7 participants (both male and female) from a range of nationalities. 

When setting out general ground rules for this consultation, SACC explained that personal information shared by them would be confidential. As a result, all information and experiences contained in this report have been anonymised to ensure our commitment to the confidentiality agreement made at this session.
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Below is a summary of the YPB discussion. While it captures the group’s overall considerations, it also reflects specific comments made by individuals, using direct quotes in places, wherever possible. 

The summary also highlights any instances where others in the group disagreed with individual comments or presented different views. Where no such challenge or alternative perspective is presented below, it is because there was either agreement with, or no objection to, the comment. 
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SACC began by asking the group to name any rights they knew from the UNCRC. The responses were:

	“You have the right to an education.”



	“To have your own identity.”



	“To have all their basic needs met.”



	“The right to rest and leisure.”



	“You have the right to good health.”



	“The right to have shelter and housing.”



	“The right to speak or freedom of speech.”



	“Children need to be protected from danger so have the right to live a good life.”



	“The right to be with your parents or the right to family life.”
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SACC described the terms of the UNCRC, explaining that governments are required to meet children’s basic needs and help them reach their full potential. Central to this is the acknowledgment that every child has fundamental rights. These include the right to

1. Life, survival, and development.
2. Protection from violence, abuse, or neglect.
3. An education that enables children to fulfil their potential.
4. Be raised by, or have a relationship with, their parents, where this is in the child’s best interests.
5. Express their opinions and be listened to.
SACC asked the group to rank these 5 rights in order of importance. The responses are set out in the below table - with 1 representing the most important and 5 the least important.
 
	Participant
	Rank 1
	Rank 2
	Rank 3
	Rank 4
	Rank 5

	1
	Life
	Protection
	Opinions
	Education
	Parents

	2
	Protection
	Parents
	Education
	Opinions
	Life

	3
	Protection
	Life
	Parents
	Education
	Opinions

	4
	Protection
	Life
	Education
	Parents
	Opinions

	5
	Protection
	Life
	Opinions
	Education
	Parents

	6
	Life
	Protection
	Education
	Opinions
	Parents

	7
	Life
	Protection
	Education
	Opinions
	Parents



2 participants provided additional comments to explain their ranking. These were:

	“There are other ways to survive in life, but without an education, you get stuck in a place. You can’t really move up.”



	“If a child didn't believe that the education system they're in is appropriate, beneficial, or the best for them, they should be able to express their opinions first in anything that they were part of."



1 of the participants stated: 

	“In my opinion they they're all equally important. These are all things that a child needs to develop.”



Another participant felt that cultural understanding should be recognised here, stating: 

	“When young people move from a different country by themselves, the people who are here need to understand what they come from and what kind of culture, because if they don't understand that person, there's no way they can help them.”
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SACC explained that the UNCRC consists of 54 articles which set out children’s rights. SACC showed the group pictorial images for 42 of these articles and asked if they could identify the respective legal definition just by seeing the image.

On Article 7 (name and nationality), 1 participant stated:

	“If you looked at that, you wouldn't really be able to understand that had something to do with your name. The pictures are presented based on how we see things in English, but if it's translated to another language, it might not be the same thing.”


Another young person from the group described how they thought the picture used to represent Article 11 (protection from kidnapping), looked,

	“More like a trafficker holding or covering someone’s face.”



On Article 9 (keeping families together), 1 participant stated: 

	“There is a break in the picture at the parents, but it’s a difficult thing to show ‘keeping families together’ on a graphic like that.”



SACC asked the group whether they thought a young child who could not read or understand English would be able to understand these pictures. The responses were: 

	“I was 14 when I came to the UK and I don’t think I would have understood any of those, but I couldn't speak English. I'll probably look at it and think that it is a picture of what a person does each day.”



	“If it was a small child looking at this, they may not know what things like kidnapping, exploitation, and trafficking are.”



	“In some countries, children don't have big imaginations. What they know is just a small village. So, when they see these pictures, it's just very unusual to them.”



	“Some of these concepts may be too hard to understand for some children - so they should be simplified.”



With reference to Article 31 (rest, play, culture and arts), 1 of the participants stated:

	“Children who don’t have access to free education in their country might find this picture unusual. Some wouldn't really know that the music and the ball and the paintbrush means art stuff, because that comes into education.”



SACC then asked the group specifically about the pictorial image for Article 8 (identity). The responses were: 

	“I think it's quite good and quite simplistic.”



	“I would say straight away that I would associate that with a form of identification. It could be a provisional licence or a passport.”



	“For someone that's younger, they might not associate this picture with identity.”




	“It makes sense, but maybe they should have added a face or a date to the picture.”
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SACC asked the group what the UK Government could do to improve in relation to children’s rights. The responses were:

	“They could improve by educating children on their rights from a very early age at school.”



	“The UK Government should improve on helping with mental health for young kids.”



	“It seems wrong to me that kids should have to go to food banks and then their parents getting demonized by politicians.”



	“I think that the UK Government should give more chances to people to go to higher education, universities or college even if they are 16 or 18 years old. If you move from a different country everything is new for you. You're starting new, you really are a child when you move from a different culture. You're learning everything from the beginning.”



	“It's a very broad term because it covers every sector needed for a country to run. If you want to say that the government needs to improve, I think that it's a lot better to say which specific part of the government needs to improve its services.”



SACC also asked the group what the UK Government does well in terms of children’s rights. The responses were:

	“The only thing that I feel like they've done well, or that has been provided for young people and children, is probably the bursary fund.”



	“Having youth parliaments, the UK Youth Parliament and having forums like this, I think that's something that the government does well.”



	“I think the free school meals as well helps with some students.”



To clarify, SACC asked the group what they think when they hear the term  ‘UK government’. The responses were:

	“The Cabinet and its Parties.”



	“Whoever is in power right now.”



	“We can all play a part in it. What we are doing is helping in a way. We are raising questions.”



	“Family have a big role to play for young kids like the Government. They're the ones who keep the child safe for not doing different things. I think family is quite important as well.”



	“People who we interact with everyday sometimes and not the people that are actually making the decisions, but ultimately it's up to obviously the people in cabinet and the politicians.”
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