ANNEXURE A
ANNEXURE A
Reply to paragraph 13 (a) 

(i) Revised/amended laws

2019

· Children and Young Persons (Employment) (Amendment) Act 2019 [Act A1586]: Strengthen protections by setting clearer limits on the types and conditions of work allowed for children and young persons.

· Constitution (Amendment) Act 2019 [Act A1603]: Reduces the voting age in national and state elections from the current 21 years to 18 years.

2022

· Anti-Trafficking in Persons and Anti-Smuggling of Migrants (Amendment) Act 2022 [Act A1644]: Amendment to Section 14 where there is no need to prove the means used for exploiting children and stricter penalties were introduced for the offence of trafficking children with imprisonment of up to 30 years.

· Interpretation (Amendment) Ordinance 2022 [Chapter A198]: Allows children of mixed parentage – where one parent is Indigenous to Sarawak to apply for official recognition as natives of Sarawak.

2023

· Sexual Offences Against Children (Amendment) Act 2023 [Act A1687]: Strengthens protections by refining legal definitions, introducing victim compensation and enhancing digital safeguards against online exploitation, ensuring broader coverage and stronger enforcement.

· Evidence of Child Witness (Amendment) Act 2023 [Act A1688]: Expands protections for child witnesses by raising the age limit from 16 to 18, allowing full pre-recorded testimony through special hearings and empowering judges to block improper questioning.

· Penal Code (Amendment) Act 2023 [Act A1681]: Introduces stalking as a specific criminal offence.

· Penal Code (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2023 [Act A1691]: Decriminalises attempted suicide and strengthens penalties for abetment of suicide involving children or persons lacking mental capacity. 

· Penal Code (Amendment) Act 2025 [Act A1750] and Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) Act 2025 [Act A1751]: Increased penalties for serious crimes including all forms of bullying.

· Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) Act 2023 [Act A1682]: Introduced protection orders for stalking victims. 

· Abolition of Mandatory Death Penalty Act 2023 [Act 846]: Allowed judicial discretion in sentencing by removing mandatory death penalties.

· Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2023 [Act A1693], Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2023 [Act A1692] and the Penal Code (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2023 [Act A1691]: Full decriminalisation of attempted suicide.

2024

· Constitution (Amendment) Act 2024 [Act A1752]: Accorded equal rights to citizenship by operation of law for children born outside the Federation whose mothers were Malaysian citizens at the time of the children’s birth.

· Control of Smoking Products for Public Health Act 2024 [Act 852]: Regulates smoking habits and prohibits the sale of tobacco products to children through law enforcement and public education. Amendments to the Food Act 1983 [Act A1702] removed all tobacco-related provisions, which are now fully governed under Act 852.

· Sexual Offences Against Children (Amendment) Act 2024 [Act A1734]: Introduces enhanced provisions on child grooming, expands definitions of sexual communication with children and strengthens evidentiary protections for child victims during legal proceedings.

· Human Rights Commission of Malaysia Act (SUHAKAM) (Amendment) 2024 [Act A1714]: Strengthened the SUHAKAM by granting it the power to visit places of detention, appointing Children’s Commissioners, ensuring diverse membership and improving accountability mechanisms for commissioners. 

· Evidence of Child Witness Act 2007 (Amendment) Act 2024 [Act A1731]: Empower the court to secure convictions based solely on the testimony of a child witness, even in the absence of corroboration and provides for the competency of child witnesses, procedures for their testimony and inquiries to assess a child’s understanding of the oath. Consequential amendments were made to the Evidence Act 1950 [Act A1732], the Sexual Offences Against Children Act 2017 [Act A1734], the Oaths and Affirmations Act 1949 [Act A1733], the Security Offences (Special Measures) Act 2012 [Act A1736] and the Armed Forces Act 1972 [Act A1735] to streamline the procedural and substantive aspects of evidence from child witnesses.

· Special Guidelines for Handling Child Sexual Abuse Cases were revised and officially launched in October 2025, fully replacing the 2017 edition. The updated Guidelines emphasise trauma-informed and child-friendly procedures across the entire justice continuum, from reporting and investigation through prosecution, trial and post-trial support, in line with recent legislative amendments.

2025

· Communications and Multimedia (Amendment) Act 2025 [Act A1743]: Enhanced protection helps in curbing the rise of online child sexual grooming and other digital threats to children Enforced on               11 February 2025.

· Revision of the Communications and Multimedia Content Code (Content Code 2022) is currently underway to align with the new amendments to Sections 211 and 233.

· Education (Amendment) Bill: This proposed amendment to Education Act 1996 [Act 550] will make education compulsory nationwide for 11 years, covering both primary and secondary levels.

Other ongoing legal reviews are:  

· Child Act (Amendment) Bill: Seeks to strengthen child protection mechanisms, align domestic law with international standards and enhance provisions on child welfare as well as abuse prevention. 

· Child Care Centre (Amendment) Bill: Aims to improve regulatory standards, quality assurance and oversight of early childhood care centres to ensure safe and nurturing environments for young children.

· Social Work Profession Bill: Intends to professionalise social work practice, including those working with children, by introducing registration, standards of practice and accountability frameworks.

· Native Courts (Native Customary Laws) (Amendment) Rules 1995: It is currently under review to harmonise customary procedures with child protection principles and to strengthen safeguards for children and women within native justice systems.

(ii) New laws 

2022

· Anti-Sexual Harassment Act 2022 [Act 840]: Provides a clear legal framework for preventing and addressing sexual harassment in all settings.

· Advocacy Programmes Guideline for Implementing Anti-Sexual Harassment: Launched in March 2023, which outlines preventive measures and awareness initiatives aimed at addressing sexual harassment across all segments of society.

2024

· Online Safety Act 2025 [Act 866]: Enhance and promote online safety by imposing obligations on service providers to mitigate risks of harmful content, issue user guidelines, enable user safety management, provide reporting mechanisms and ensure the safety of children online.

Other ongoing legal reforms are: 

· Legal Aid and Public Defence Bill: Enhances the legal aid services by providing for matters for the grant of legal aid and public defence services to certain persons including children. This Bill also expands the scope of legal companion services to child victims in all criminal cases regardless of their nationality and citizenship.

· Adoption Act (Amendment) Bill: To enhance the integrity, security and efficiency of adoption records and procedures in line with child welfare principles.

Reply to paragraph 13 (b) 

(i) Institutional Reforms

(a) Parliamentary Special Select Committees

Special Select Committee on Gender Equality and Family Development

· In 2019, the Special Select Committee on Gender Equality and Family Development was established under Standing Order 81(1) of the Standing Orders of the House of Representatives. This Committee, a bipartisan body mandated to provide parliamentary oversight of laws and policy decisions affecting gender equality, family welfare, and the rights of women and children. Its core functions include examining bills through a gender-and child-sensitive lens, scrutinising government compliance and initiating inquiries into relevant issues, including child exploitation and family violence. It also reports on matters referred to it by the House or a Minister, contributing to legislative review processes. 

In 2021, the Committee convened nine meetings, followed by two meetings in 2022. During this period, the Committee discussed a range of child-related issues, including sexual abuse of children, particularly children with disabilities; children in conflict with the law and the implementation of diversion programmes; and the welfare of children affected by parental divorce. Other matters examined include the situation of undocumented, refugee, asylum-seeking and detained children in immigration centres; suicide and attempted suicide among children; and the proposal to establish an independent Children’s Commission. The Committee also deliberated on citizenship issues involving children and the development of the Roadmap for Strengthening Support for Child Victims and Witnesses in the Criminal Justice System: 2022–2027.

Select Committee on Women, Children and Community Development (formerly the Special Select Committee)

· In March 2023, the Special Select Committee on Women, Children and Community Development was established to provide oversight and promote human rights for vulnerable groups including women, children, youth, persons with disabilities and the aboriginal peoples. Reports of the Parliament Special Select Committee on selected issues can be accessed via the website[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  https://www.parlimen.gov.my/jkdr/penyata6.html?id=822&mid=864&. Available only in Malay language.] 


Following amendments to the Standing Orders of the Dewan Rakyat introducing Standing Order 80(B), the Special Select Committee on Women, Children and Community Development is now referred to as the Select Committee on Women, Children and Community Development of the House of Representatives.

Special Select Committee on Social and Community Affairs

· In March 2023, the Special Select Committee on Social and Community Affairs of the Senate was established to undertake a broad range of functions aimed at strengthening legislative oversight in areas central to Malaysia’s social development agenda. Its mandate includes reviewing bills related to social welfare, community development, trade, industry, agriculture, cultural activities and matters affecting minority ethnic communities and the aboriginal peoples. Beyond legislation, the Committee is empowered to examine private members’ bills, motions, proposals, petitions, reports and other relevant documents within these domains. It may also conduct inquiries into any reported matter falling within its scope and execute additional tasks as directed by the Minister or the Senate.

(b) All-Party Parliamentary Group Malaysia on Children’s Rights

· The All‑Party Parliamentary Group Malaysia on Children’s Rights (APPGM‑CR) is a             cross-party initiative within the Malaysian Parliament dedicated to championing children's rights. Established on 23 October 2024, following a government proposal, the APPGM‑CR brings together Members of Parliament from diverse parties and chambers to collaborate on child‑centred legislative reform and policy advocacy. The APPGM‑CR focuses on several high-priority issues, including combatting child marriage, advocating for the legislative establishment of a Children’s Commission, enhanced protections for children in conflict with the law and safeguarding refugee and migrant children. Matters discussed are all reflected in parliamentary briefings and multi-stakeholder roundtables. 

(ii) New Institution

Department of Children Development

The Department of Children’s Development (JPKK) was formally established on 1 September 2023 as a dedicated institutional mechanism to strengthen the coordination, implementation and monitoring of child development and protection policies across Malaysia. Replacing the former Children’s Division under the Department of Social Welfare (DSW), JPKK serves as a central body to advance the national child rights agenda in line with Malaysia’s obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Its mandate includes policy planning, stakeholder engagement, inter-agency coordination and evidence-based programme implementation in areas such as child protection, early childhood development, child participation and data governance.


Reply to paragraph 13 (c) 

2020

· National Strategy Plan in Handling the Causes of Child Marriage (2020-2025): Launched on 16 January 2020 to tackle six key drivers: poverty, reproductive health education gaps, school dropout rates, social norms, legal provisions and data limitations through policy reform, education, legal safeguards and socio-economic interventions.

· Early Childhood Education Service Quality Plan (2020-2030): Enhances accessibility, governance and quality standards in early childhood education, ensuring equitable learning opportunities for all children.

· National Strategic Plan for Mental Health (2020-2025): Launched on 11 October 2021 which provides a comprehensive framework to enhance mental health services, focusing on early intervention, accessibility and reducing stigma. 


2021

· National Action Plan on Anti-Trafficking in Persons (2021-2025): Launched on 21 March 2021 to guide the direction and efforts in combating TIP through targeted interventions to strengthen prevention, protection, prosecution and partnership efforts.

· Tabika Perpaduan Early Childhood Education Plan (2021-2030): Launched on 24 July 2021 to strengthen curriculum, teaching methods, educator development, governance, collaboration and monitoring to enhance early childhood learning.

· National Nutrition Policy of Malaysia 2.0: Launched on 27 July 2021 to address early childhood nutrition, food security and dietary health.

· National Action Plan on Forced Labour (2021-2025): Launched on 26 November 2021, focusing on awareness, labour migration, access to remedies and support services to address forced labour.

· National Unity Policy and Action Plan (2021-2030):  Launched on 28 November 2021 which fosters inclusive social cohesion, ensuring children grow in environments that promote diversity, mutual respect and national identity.

· Action Plan Towards Cervical Cancer Elimination (2021-2030): Focuses on vaccination, screening and early intervention, aiming to ensure 90% of girls receive the National Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine before age 15 and expand cervical cancer screening for women aged 35 and 45. 

· National Security Policy (2021-2025): To enhance child protection against exploitation, cyber threats, human trafficking and violence, ensuring a secure environment for their development.

· National Framework for Child Health (2021–2030): Launched in 2021, this framework operationalises Malaysia’s commitment under articles 6 and 24 of the CRC by strengthening the right of every child to life, survival and development through an integrated, multi-sectoral strategy to reduce preventable under-five deaths and promote equitable access to quality healthcare.

2022

· Policy and Action Plan for National Reproductive and Social Health Education (2022-2025): Launched on 27 April 2022, to provide a comprehensive framework for sexual and reproductive health education, ensuring inclusive, evidence-based interventions across all demographics. 

· National Policy on Biological Diversity (2022-2030): Launched in 2022, to contribute to children’s rights by protecting ecosystems essential for health (clean water, air), promoting community equity in biodiversity benefits and enhancing biodiversity education among youth.

· Roadmap for Strengthening Support for Child Victims and Witnesses in the Criminal Justice System        (2022-2027): Emphasising child-friendly judicial processes, trauma-informed support and multi-agency collaboration. 

2023

· National Security Council Directive Number 23: Policy and Mechanism on Refugees and Asylum Seekers (Revised 2023): Amended in April 2023 to improve social protection of refugees and asylum seekers regardless of their background, age, gender or nationality. Among assistance provided includes access to healthcare services, access to education and employment opportunities.

· Safe Sports Code in 2023: Launched on 15 March 2023, it outlines protections against sexual harassment, psychological and physical misconduct, bullying and grooming, reinforcing child safety in sports.

· Guidelines on the Management of Child Placement with Foster Parents or Fit and Proper Persons: Launched on 11 March 2023 to ensure structured, safe and child-centred placement processes, emphasising screening, monitoring and support for foster families to uphold children’s welfare. 
· Guidelines for Handling Domestic Violence Cases 2023 - Second Edition: Launched on 7 April 2023 to provide clear procedures for child victims, including access to Protection Orders, medical treatment and psychological support in hospitals, shelters/safe houses and support services. 

· National Esports Development Guideline: Launched on 20 June 2023, it provides 6 key thrusts, including protection of children, code of conduct and ethics, career path guidelines and the application of sports science and medicine.

· Education Circular Number 12 of 2023: Implementation of the Guidelines for Managing Bullying Misconduct in Educational Institutions under the Ministry of Education Malaysia: Launched on 22 September 2023, aims to curb the spread of such misconduct and provides a comprehensive framework for preventing, identifying, reporting, and managing bullying across all educational institutions under the Ministry of Education (MOE).

· Education Circular Number 12 of 2023: Implementation of the Guidelines for Managing Bullying Misconduct in Educational Institutions under the Ministry of Education Malaysia and Education Circular Number 13 of 2023: Implementation of the Guidelines for Managing Sexual Misconduct in Educational Institutions under the Ministry of Education Malaysia: Launched on 22 September 2023, both circulars are applicable to all educational institutions under the MOE. These guidelines aim to ensure that issues related to bullying and sexual misconduct are addressed in a comprehensive and systematic manner.

· National Digital Education Policy: Launched on 28 November 2023 to enhance digital fluency among students and educators. It focuses on improving infrastructure, streamlining the digital ecosystem in schools and promoting the use of digital technology in education. 

· National Strategic Plan to Combat the Double Burden of Malnutrition Among Children in Malaysia        (2023–2030): Focuses on strengthening governance, improving nutrition services and fostering a conducive environment for child well-being.

2024

· National Climate Change Policy 2.0 (NCCP 2.0): Launched in September 2024 aims to strengthen systemic resilience, supports youth engagement and lays the groundwork for legal mechanisms such as carbon pricing.

· National Disaster Risk Reduction Policy 2030: Launched on 3 October 2024 to strengthen the nation's resilience to disasters through comprehensive and inclusive risk management towards the well-being of the people and sustainable development by mainstreaming disaster risk reduction.

· National Social Policy 2030: Launched on 21 October 2024 to provide a framework for balancing economic growth with social well-being, emphasising social inclusion and cohesion in national development.

· Water Sector Transformation 2040: Launched on 29 October 2024 which aims to ensure equitable access to safe and clean water, including for children. It prioritises water supply improvements in schools, childcare centres and underserved communities.

· National Child Policy: Launched on 24 November 2024 to ensure children’s rights, welfare and protection are prioritised, including safeguarding them from violence, exploitation and neglect. 

· Child-Friendly Environment Guideline: Launched on 14 November 2024 as a standardised reference for fostering inclusive, child-centric spaces across Malaysia, catering to state and local authorities, implementing agencies, developers, NGOs, building managers and individuals.

· National Reproductive and Social Health Education Guidelines: Launched on 20 November 2024 to raise awareness of reproductive health among parents and students that covers relationships, marriage, family life, puberty, menstruation, human anatomy, pregnancy and sexually-transmitted diseases.

· Childcare and Early Education Modules for Children with Disabilities: Launched on 3 December 2024, it is designed to enhance the quality of care and early learning for children with disabilities and are structured into three specialised components: (i) Generic Module for Children with Disabilities; (ii) Autism-Specific Module; and (iii) Down Syndrome-Specific Module. 

· National Water Policy: Approved by the Cabinet on 6 December 2024, it aims to ensure sustainable and equitable access to safe and clean water for all, with implications for children's health, hygiene and               well-being, particularly in underserved and rural communities.

· National Creative Industry and Cultural Promotion Strategy (2024–2030): Promotes child participation in cultural heritage, performing arts and creative expression. The strategy supports inclusive access to arts education, community-based cultural activities and traditional knowledge transfer programmes, especially for children and youth in rural and Indigenous communities. It also outlines child protection mechanisms in cultural settings and ensures safe participation in arts and tourism-related programmes. 

· Guidelines on Safety Management in Registered Care Centres: Issued in 2024, which aims to establish safety protocols for care facilities serving children, persons with disabilities, women and older persons. 

2025

· National Business and Human Rights Action Plan (NAPBHR) 2025-2030: Launched on 12 August 2025 which integrates child rights within the corporate responsibility framework with emphasis on the prevention of child labour, promotion of fair recruitment and decent work standards and encouragement of business practices that are safe, inclusive and respectful of children’s rights.

· National Action Plan on Child’s Policy (2026–2030): Launched on 18 November 2025, this document is a dedicated roadmap to implement the National Child Policy, focusing on child protection, participation, development and well-being across all sectors.

· Special Guidelines on Enforcement Actions and Closure Orders for Child Care Centres and Care Centres under Police Investigation: Launched on 20 February 2025 to empower relevant enforcement authorities to initiate enforcement measures and closure orders when childcare or care centres are found to be operating illegally or under criminal investigation. It sets out procedural steps for issuing notices, executing closure orders and ensuring child safety during investigations. 

· Guidelines on Handling Staff Misconduct against Residents in Children’s Institutions: Launched in April 2025, it establishes procedures for reporting, investigating and addressing staff misconduct, including physical, emotional and sexual abuse, in line with due-process and child-protection principles.

Other policies and plans of actions that are currently in progress and due to be launched by 2025 are as follows: 

· National Social Protection Policy: Aims to strengthen children’s rights to survival, development and social inclusion by consolidating protection systems, expanding coverage and ensuring equitable access to essential services for all children throughout the life course.
· National Human Rights Action Plan (NHRAP 2.0): The second phase of Malaysia’s human rights blueprint, reinforcing the Government’s commitment to safeguarding the rights of all, with particular focus on vulnerable and marginalised groups, including children.

· Care Industry Action Plan: Seeks to improve the regulation, quality and accessibility of care services, including for children in institutional and alternative care settings.

· Future of Malaysian Education 2026–2035: Outlines a forward-looking framework to ensure equitable, high-quality, and inclusive education for every child, reinforcing commitment to the realisation of children’s right to education.

· National Family Policy and its Plan of Action (2026–2030): A long-term strategy to reinforce family-centred policies that focuses on empowering individuals at every stage of the family life cycle starting from marriage, family planning, parenting and retirement. This is in line with the policy’s objective of developing families that are prosperous, healthy, resilient and sustainable to ensure social stability.

· National Planetary Health Action Plan: To promote a healthy environment and sustainable development. 
Reply to paragraph 13 (d) 

(i) Key International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention related to forced labour, child labour and occupational safety and health.

Forced Labour 

· P029 - Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour Convention 1930 - Ratified on 21 March 2022 and in force on 21 March 2023

Occupational Safety and Health 
· C155 - Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 - Ratified on 11 June 2024 and in force in June 2025

(ii) The Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise (the Marrakesh Treaty) – Acceded on 28 April 2022, in force on 30 June 2022.
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