[bookmark: _GoBack]CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (CEDAW)
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE DISCUSSION AND RESPONSES
DATE OF DIALOGUE: 05 November2021
PLATFORM: VIRTUAL 

Sister Departments : The delegation of South Africa was made up of representatives of the Department of International Relations and Cooperation; the Department of the Police; the Department of Social Development; the Department of Justice and Correctional Services; the Department of Health; the Department of Small Business Development; a Member of the Executive Council of Gauteng; a Member of the Executive Council of KwaZulu-Natal; a Member of the Executive Council of Eastern Cape; a Member of the Executive Council of Western Cape; the National Prosecuting Authority; the Department of Women, Youth and Persons with Disability; and the Permanent Mission of South Africa to the United Nations Office at Geneva.

	DEPARTMENT 
	COMMITTEE QUESTION 
	RESPONSE / ACTION BY DELEGATION  (ANNEXURES) 

	Department of Social Development 
	Please provide information about any measures taken to develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to eliminate harmful practices, including the abduction of women and girls for the purpose of forced marriage (Ukuthwala), the killing of so-called “witches”, female genital mutilation, child and forced marriages, polygamy and so called “virginity testing”. Please outline measures taken to align customary laws and practices, and to revise and amend policies and legislation such as the Children`s Act (2005), to prohibit harmful practices, in line with the Convention and Article 5 and 17 of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa (Maputo Protocol), 2003. Please provide statistics on the prevalence of the harmful practices against women and girls listed above, disaggregated by age, ethnicity, race, socio-economic status, nationality, disability, albinism and other status. 

	The Department of Social Development is the lead department with the responsibility to care and protection of children. Section 12(2) of the Children’s Act 38/2005 protects children from forced marriages, stating that “A child may not be given out in marriage or engagement without his or her consent”.

Section 12 (4) prohibits virginity testing of children under the age of 16, however virginity testing of children over the age of 16 years may only be performed if the child has given consent to the testing, and proper counselling of the child is conducted. The Act clearly states that results of virginity testing may not be disclosed without the consent of the child. 

The Department together with civil society and other government departments implements a 365 Days child protection campaign which is inline with the pillars of the National Strategic Plan on Gender- Based Violence and Femicide (NSP- GBVF). Through the 365 days campaign, the country provides comprehensive services focussing at the continuum of care namely; prevention, early intervention, statutory, reintegration, reunification and after care services.

In terms of coordinating structures that promotes intersectoral collaboration and strengthening of child protection response; the department developed the intersectoral protocol on the prevention and management of violence against children, child abuse, neglect and exploitation (VCANE). A monitoring tool for the intersectoral protocol was also developed to ensure accountability in case management with regard to identification, reporting and referral of VCANE cases.  
As part of prevention and rebuilding of social cohesion the department embarked on education and awareness programmes with children, families, stakeholders and communities to educate these key stakeholders on the harmful cultural practices. 


	Legal Aid SA
	Commission requested information on the budget. 
	Response to Commission attached as  annexure : RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ON THE COUNTRY REPORT. 
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