Annexture-II
Brief on Child Protection Mechanism in Pakistan
The Constitution of Pakistan, while upholding non-discrimination under Article 25, mandates the State to make special provisions for the protection of women and children. Article 11 prohibits the employment of children in hazardous environments under the age of 14, while Article 35 ensures the protection of families and children. Following the 18th Constitutional Amendment, child protection has been devolved to the provinces, with the federal government's jurisdiction limited to the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT). The Ministry of Human Rights (MoHR) has established key institutions through Acts of Parliament to safeguard child rights:
National Commission on the Rights of Child (NCRC)
Established under the NCRC Act 2017, the Commission is fully functional and responsible for:
· Examining existing legislation and policies.
· Liaising with provincial commissions and organizations.
· Investigating violations of child rights.
· Conducting periodic policy reviews.
· Raising awareness and promoting child protection safeguards.
Child Protection Institute (CPI)
Under the Islamabad Child Protection Act, 2018, the CPI was established to prevent child abuse, maltreatment, exploitation, and neglect. The institute:
· Rescues children in vulnerable situations.
· Provides safe shelter and psycho-social support.
· Facilitates reunification and referral services.
· Has rescued 380 children and reunited them with families while currently housing nine children.
Zainab Alert, Response, and Recovery Agency (ZARRA)
Established under the Zainab Alert, Response, and Recovery Act, 2020, ZARRA coordinates national efforts to respond to child abductions and ensure the timely recovery of missing children. It collaborates with law enforcement agencies and social services across all provinces and ICT to address cases of child abduction, trafficking, and violence.
Helplines for Child Protection
· Helpline 1099: Established for legal advice on human rights violations, including child rights. It has received 1,036 child abuse complaints.
· Helpline 1121: Established at CPI in 2023 for reporting child rights violations, receiving 6,922 complaints.
Provincial Child Protection Mechanisms
Each province has developed its own child protection framework:
· Punjab: Child Protection and Welfare Bureau.
· Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Child Protection Institute.
· Sindh: Child Protection Authority.
· Balochistan: Child Protection Commission.
These provincial mechanisms operate under their respective departments to ensure child welfare and protection.
Coordination Mechanism
Effective coordination remains a challenge. The MoHR, through the NCRC Act, has mandated the Commission to liaise with provincial counterparts and other organizations. The MoHR also engages provincial human rights departments for implementing international conventions, including the CRC. The National Mechanism for Reporting and Follow-Up proactively collaborates with federal and provincial departments to enforce relevant laws.
Juvenile Justice System Act, 2018
Pakistan has enacted the Juvenile Justice System Act, 2018, ensuring that children’s rights and best interests are prioritized in legal proceedings. This Act:
· Prohibits the death penalty for juveniles (Section 16).
· Forbids corporal punishment, handcuffing, and forced labor of juvenile offenders.
· Mandates that investigations be conducted with the assistance of Probation Officers.
· Establishes Special Juvenile Courts to expedite cases.
· Ensures fair treatment of juveniles, including those accused under blasphemy laws.
Implementation of Child Protection Laws
Child-related laws in Pakistan are being fully implemented to ensure the protection and welfare of children. The government has taken concrete steps to enforce child protection measures, strengthen coordination mechanisms, and enhance child rights awareness. Special juvenile courts are functioning effectively, ensuring compliance with child protection principles. No juvenile offender has been sentenced to death under the Juvenile Justice System Act, 2018. Furthermore, ongoing initiatives by the MoHR, including awareness campaigns and training workshops, are contributing to the effective implementation of child protection laws across the country.



