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In light of the upcoming pre-sessional review of Greece by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), we urge the Committee to raise the three following issues related to the situation of migrant women in the reception facilities set up on the Greek Aegean Islands and in Evros. We hope this input will inform the Committee’s consideration of the Greek government’s compliance with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. The concerns described below derive from our ongoing research in Greece.

[bookmark: _Hlk54780744]1. Safety of Migrant Woman and Girls - Convention articles 3 and 2(d)
Human Rights Watch found that the Greek authorities are failing to provide adequate protection for women and girls living in government-run, European Union-sponsored facilities for asylum seekers on the island of Lesbos. Our research in facilities on the island of Lesbos in 2018 and 2019 revealed a threatening environment, with few protections from sexual harassment and gender-based violence. Women and girls said that a lack of functional locks and privacy in toilets, bathing facilities, and shelters, as well as poor lighting, frequent outbreaks of violence, and lack of police assistance for security incidents create heightened risks. Parents said they do not allow their daughters to go out unaccompanied, including to attend school.
Representatives of agencies who were assisting survivors of sexual and gender-based violence in the Moria Reception and Identification Center (RIC), on Lesbos, said incidents in the camp have increased as overcrowding intensified. Interviewees said there was an absence of systems to prevent and respond to gender-based violence, and that authorities often dismissed survivors who tried to report problems or deterred them from filing complaints, even in rape cases. Even if police arrested a perpetrator, aid workers said, he would typically be released the next day and placed back in the camp pending a court case. 
Under Greek rules governing reception facilities, women traveling alone should be housed in separate, fenced-in sections within reception camps on the Greek islands.  However, Human Rights Watch found single women living outside the sections in Moria camp, on Lesbos, including in both olive groves, informal spillover areas located outside Moria’s fenced boundaries. Data collected in Moria showed for example that as of November 28, 2019, 361 single women were housed in the dedicated sections and an additional 256 in tents outside the sections. Even women living in the designated section said they felt unsafe because people housed elsewhere – including men – could enter the sections and adolescent boys occupy sections immediately adjacent. They said they experienced sexual harassment whenever they left the section. 
These concerns only intensified in the immediate aftermath of the fire that devastated Moria in September 2020. Aid workers reported that some women survivors of domestic or other gender-based violence who had been housed in a secure section of the RIC were now living on the street in the same location as their perpetrators, putting them at grave risk of further abuse. Service providers said protection services were severely lacking following the fire and there was no fixed site for people to report protection concerns or access help, including for sexual and gender-based violence. 
Such concerns remain in a new site opened on Lesbos, where service providers continue to report lack of basic measures to ensure security and protection for women and girls, as well as ongoing harassment and risk of sexual and gender-based violence for women and girls. A dearth of safe housing options, such as secure shelters, also prevents survivors of domestic or other gender-based violence from accessing adequate protection. 
Similarly, reports indicate worrying incidence of sexual and gender-based violence in the Vathy RIC on Samos without adequate services and support for survivors, particularly safe shelter. 
Human Rights Watch research in 2018 found that Greek authorities were routinely confining asylum-seeking women with unrelated men in the northern Evros region, at the land-border with Turkey, putting them at grave risk of sexual violence and harassment. In visits to three government-run facilities for migrants and asylum seekers in Fylakio, at the Evros region, and in the Diavata camp in Thessaloniki, Human Rights Watch researchers found appalling living conditions far below international standards. This included lack of lighting, locking doors and safe access to toilets, and housing of women and girls with unrelated men in crowded rooms, tents and containers.
We encourage the Committee to:
· Ask the Greek government what measures it has taken to ensure: appropriate mechanisms for reporting violence and harassment and accessing safe shelter and support services; prompt investigation of and response to complaints; and identification and monitoring of areas where there is high risk of gender-based violence in sites for migrants and asylum seekers, and implementation of steps to mitigate risk and prevent harassment and abuse.
· Ask the Greek government what measures it has taken to ensure separate, secure shelter and improve living conditions for women and girls traveling alone and those who are survivors of or at risk of sexual or gender-based violence, and separate, secure, accessible, and hygienic toilets and bathing facilities that ensure privacy for women and girls.
· Ask the Greek government what actions it is taking to ensure needed security measures, including adequate lighting, and safe access to food and other distributions for women and girls at all sites for migrants and asylum seekers;
· Urge the Greek government to end the containment policy on the islands, including for women and girls, and, with the support of the EU and the United Nations refugee agency UNHCR, transfer asylum seekers to the mainland, and provide adequate accommodation.
2. Access to health care services, including reproductive health care - Convention article 12
Human Rights Watch repeatedly found that the Greek government has not met international standards for the provision of health care, nutrition, and bedding for migrant pregnant people and new mothers. Human Rights Watch documented in 2018 and 2019 that heavily pregnant women in the Moria RIC on Lesbos were sleeping in overcrowded tents on ground lined only with thin mats or blankets, were struggling to reach toilets over rough terrain, and being returned to these conditions within days of caesarean births. Pregnant women said they lacked information about what would happen to them when it was time to give birth or whom to contact for help, and that a dearth of interpreters prevented them from communicating with medical workers at Moria. Pregnant women Human Rights Watch interviewed both on Lesbos and in the Evros region also said they had not accessed comprehensive prenatal care, in some cases even after requesting medical attention due to concerns about their pregnancies. In the Fylakio RIC and at the Diavata camp in Thessaloniki, a lack of female doctors and interpreters created additional barriers for women and girls in accessing medical care.
Human Rights Watch research found that the Covid-19 Pandemic has worsened already dire conditions for pregnant people in overcrowded reception centers for migrants and asylum seekers on Greek islands. Since late March 2020, the Greek government has arbitrarily detained newly arrived migrants and asylum seekers on the mainland – including pregnant and other “vulnerable” people – and kept them in lockdown in cramped, unsanitary, and unhygienic conditions  in reception centers. This flouts public health measures and recommendations for containment of Covid-19. Reported reallocation of limited maternal health services in the Moria Reception Center due to Covid-19 could be devastating. In certain past disease outbreaks, diversion of reproductive health services contributed to increased maternal deaths.
[bookmark: _Hlk54702557]We encourage the Committee to:
· [bookmark: _Hlk54702336]Ask the Greek government what measures are being taken to ensure access to comprehensive prenatal and postnatal care for all pregnant people, including migrants and asylum seekers.
· Urge the Greek government to prioritize awareness-raising about existing services and availability of trained female medical personnel and interpreters in sites for migrants and asylum seekers.
3. Identification of vulnerable groups - Convention articles 2(d) and 2(e)
Under Greek law, pregnant women, new mothers, and survivors of sexual and gender-based violence and trafficking are among those categorized as “vulnerable” and requiring access to special protection. Such vulnerable people are also entitled to exemption from the accelerated asylum border procedures and returns to Turkey under the EU-Turkey deal, and to be given priority for transfer to the mainland, where more suitable services are available. However, a new asylum law adopted in November 2019 and modified in May 2020, limits protections for those categorized as “vulnerable.”
[bookmark: _Hlk54694138]Human Rights Watch repeatedly documented the failure of the Greek authorities and supporting partners to adequately identify vulnerable people, and the lack of access to urgently-needed mental health care and psychosocial support for all asylum seekers on the Greek islands. Human Rights Watch interviewed women at the Moria facility who clearly met the vulnerability criteria but who had not been screened for vulnerability or identified as vulnerable after weeks or even months, including survivors of gender-based violence and trafficking, pregnant women, new mothers, women with disabilities, and women alone with children under 18. They included four survivors of rape, trafficking, and other gender-based violence. Between late 2018 and late 2019, staff shortages at the government agency conducting vulnerability screenings in Moria led to lengthy delays  in identification of vulnerable individuals, and resulting delays in any additional support. 
At the Fylakio RIC, Human Rights Watch interviewed women with recognizable vulnerabilities – including some who were obviously pregnant or mothers of infants – who said they had not received any assistance. People with hidden vulnerabilities, such as mental health conditions, psychosocial disabilities, or who have experienced sexual violence are less likely to be identified or assisted. Reception and identification center staff should, by law, refer those identified as vulnerable to services and prioritize them for asylum processes. Those needing medical care should be referred for treatment.
Human Rights Watch has previously documented indirect pressure from the EU on aid agencies and Greek authorities to minimize the number of people categorized as vulnerable and eligible for priority treatment.
We encourage the Committee to call on the Greek government to:
· Effectively identify and assist vulnerable asylum seekers and migrants on Greek islands, including survivors of gender-based violence and trafficking, women alone with children under 18, pregnant women, new mothers, and people with disabilities and facilitate their access to appropriate shelter, services, and asylum processes. 
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