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IDA`S BRIEF SUBMISSION ON THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN CAMEROON


IDA welcomes the possibility to share information with the CRC Committee on the rights of children with disabilities in Cameroon. This brief document seeks to provide basic information on key points to the Committee for its consideration during the review of Cameroon.


A) PENDING RATIFICATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (CRPD) AND ITS OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (OP)

IDA stresses that Cameroon has not ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. It is, together with Equatorial Guinea and Chad, one of the three countries from the Middle Africa Region that has not commit before the international community to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities in line with the CRPD.

IDA highly encourages the CRC Committee to send a strong message to this State on this regard to urge it to ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.


B) LACK OF ADOPTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS BASED APPROACH TO DISABILITY

A simple reading of Articles 1 and 2 of the “Loi N°2010/002 du 13 Avril 2010 portant la Protection Et Promotion Des Personnes Handicapées” demonstrate that the State of Cameroon has not embraced the human rights based approach to disability,[footnoteRef:1] and includes pejorative innappropitate outdated terminology.[footnoteRef:2] For instance, the State includes “prevention of disability” within an Act that is supposed to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities. Further, the definitions in Article 2 embraces a medical model of disability focusing on the impairment of the person rather than on the barriers of the environment.  [1:  ARTICLE 1er: “La présente loi porte protection et promotion des personnes handicapées. A ce titre elle vise : - La prévention du handicap. - La réadaptation et l’intégration psychologique, sociale et économique de la personne handicapée ; - La promotion de la solidarité nationale à l’endroit des personnes handicapées. ARTICLE 2 : au sens de la présente loi, les définitions ci après sont admises : HANDICAP: une limitation des possibilités pleine participation d’une personne présentant une déficience à une activité dans un environnement donné. PERSONNE HANDICAPEE : Toute personne dans l’incapacité d’assurer par elle- même tout ou partie des nécessités d’une vie individuelle ou sociale normale, du fait d’une déficience physique ou mentale, congénitale ou non. ...]  [2:  E.g. “sourds – muets“ (“deaf mute“).] 


IDA encourages the CRC Committee to stress this major point in the constructive dialogue with the State delegation and in the Concluding Observations mentioning the need to harmonise legislation with the current international human rights standards, including the human rights model to disability.



C) ABSOLUTE LACK OF DATA ON CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

The State`s reply to question 17 of the CRC Committee is particularly worrisome: “Données non disponibles” (“Information not available”). And even more worrisome it is the fact that the State does not provide any information on actions directed to strengthen data collection systems to gather information on children with disabilities, which constitutes an essential element for the proper development of policies to ensure their rights.

IDA would like to request the CRC Committee to really stress the unacceptability of this situation and the pressing need to develop data collection systems in line with the current international human rights standards on rights of persons with disabilities.
 

D) LACK OF EXPLICIT PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY, INCLUDING BY DENIAL OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 

Articles 38 and 45 of the “Loi N°2010/002 du 13 Avril 2010 portant la Protection Et Promotion Des Personnes Handicapées” refers explicitly to discrimination of children with disabilities, but only in the context of education and employment. Furthemore, the Act mentioned does not explicitly include a clear definition of discrimination on the basis with disability, the concept of reasonable accommodation and its denial as a form of discrimination. 

Without these concrete elements in legislation, children with disabilities have no remedy against different forms of discrimination against them. Furthermore, provision of reasonable accommodation for the equal enjoyment of their rights cannot be ensured in practice and will be only provided in voluntary basis, being there no duty and no enforcement mechanism. 

E) EDUCATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Paragraph 16 of the Replies to the List of Issues suggests there might is confusion regarding the concept of inclusive educations, which would require further questioning by the CRC Committee to obtain clarifications. Phrases like “the creation of a special and inclusive school”[footnoteRef:3] and “the creation of special centres for children with disabilities in certain establishments”[footnoteRef:4] are not consistent with the concept of inclusive education as developed by the UNESCO, the CRC Committee and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in its general comment no. 4 on Article 24 of the CRPD. [3:  Original in French : « la création d’une école spécialisée et inclusive ».]  [4:  Original in French : « la création des centres spécialisés pour enfants handicapés dans certains établissements ».] 


***

IDA highly encourages the CRC Committee to explicitly raise these issues during the dialogue with the State delegation of Lebanon and consider to include as appropriate strong recommendations in its Concluding Observations. 
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