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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the 
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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Human Rights Committee. 

JAMAICA
Jamaica ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 30 March 2007.
State report


References to persons with disabilities in the state report:

Domestic Violence Act, 1996

21.
This Act was introduced to enable men and women who are victims of domestic violence to apply to the court for the grant of protection orders prohibiting the respondent from, among other things, entering or remaining in the household residence of the applicant, from entering any specified area in which the household residence of the applicant is located, or from entering the place of work or education of the applicant. The Domestic Violence (Amendment) Act, 2004 broadened the category of women who may apply for a protection order by amending the definition of spouse to include both married spouses and de facto (common law) spouses. 

Victim Support Unit

27.
A Victim Support Unit was established in 1998 as a facility for relief for victims of crime. A large proportion of the persons who use the facilities are women affected by violence. The Victim Support Unit offers emotional support to victims through mediation and counselling, crisis intervention, court support, technical services such as advocacy referrals and training of personnel working on victims’ issues.

The Victims’ Charter

29.
The Government of Jamaica has also developed a Victims’ Charter which has been subject to extensive public discussion. The Charter is aimed at strengthening the criminal justice system to ensure that the rights and privileges of victims of crimes, many of whom are women, are protected. The primary object of the Charter is to address the needs of victims of crime rather than focus primarily on the punishment of offenders. The Charter will aim to institute policies, programmes and initiatives which support victims with fair and just treatment throughout criminal justice proceedings. Women who are victims of crime will benefit significantly from the Charter’s role in eventually eliminating the risk of secondary victimization of victims.

30.
In addition, a draft bill is in place which will allow for amendment of the Evidence Act to permit the taking of testimony of “vulnerable witnesses” by means of live television links. These measures are part of the efforts by the Government to afford greater accommodation and protection to vulnerable witnesses, many of whom are women and children who are often victims of violence and sexual abuse.

82.
As stated in the second periodic report, everyone has the right to recognition as a person before the law.

Suggestions for list of issues
· What measures are in place to ensure that services are also accessible to women and girls with disabilities victims of domestic violence or abuse?  How is information disseminated on these services to ensure that it is accessible and reaches women and girls with disabilities?
· Please indicate what steps are being taken to ensure access to justice for persons with disabilities and to guarantee a right to a defence, by ensuring that persons with disabilities have access to accommodations and support that they may need to enjoy this right on an equal basis with others? 

· Does domestic law recognize the right of persons with disabilities to exercise legal capacity on their own behalf?  What support is made available to persons with disabilities to use in exercising their legal capacity, and does such support respect the will and preferences of the person concerned?

· Do children with disabilities have access to age- and disability-appropriate accommodations and supports to enable them to participate in legal proceedings and decision-making in matters concerning themselves?
